1914. 


Annual  Report 

ON  THE 

HEALTH 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  HEREFORD, 


J.  W.  MILLER,  M.D.;  D.P.H.,  F.C.S., 

BARRISTER-AT-LAW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

Medical  Superintendent  of  the  City  Isolation  Hospitals  ; 
and  School  Medical  Officer. 


HEREFORD : 

PRINTED  BY  THE  HEREFORD  TIMES  LTD. 


1914 


Annual  Report 

ON  THE 

HEALTH 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  HEREFORD, 


J.  W.  MILLER,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  F.C.S., 

BARRISTER-AT-LAW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

Medical  Superintendent  of  the  City  Isolation  Hospitals  ; 
and  School  Medical  Officer. 


HEREFORD: 

PRINTED  BY  THE  HEREFORD  TIMES  LTD. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i ve . org/detai  Is/b294221 40 


CITY  OF  HEREFORD 


Health  Committee  : 

Councillor  G.  B.  GREENLAND,  Mayor. 
Councillor  J.  Moore,  Chairman. 
Alderman  E.  C.  Gurney.  Councillor  E.  Heins. 

Alderman  S.  H.  Prosser.  Councillor  W.  Parlby. 

Councillor  W.  C.  Gethen.  Councillor  H.  Walker. 


Housing  Acts  Committee  : 

The  MAYOR. 

Councillor  W.  P.  LEWIS,  Chairman. 
Alderman  F.  R.  James.  Councillor  J.  Moore. 

Alderman  J.  R.  Symonds.  Councillor  W.  Parlby. 

Alderman  C.  Witts.  Councillor  A.  D.  Steel. 


A.  Holt,  Town  Clerk. 


Health  Department — Staff : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  J.  W.  Miller,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

City  Analyst A.  Bostock  Hill,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

F.I.C. 

Sanitary  Inspector  S.  Protheroe,  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst. 

Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  Miss  G.  E.  Clarke,  Cert.  R.  San. 

Inst. 

Clerk  and  Sanitary  Assistant  ...  G.  H.  Williams,  Cert.  R.  San. 

Inst. 

Matron  of  Isolation  Hospital  ...  Miss  M.  Jones. 

Abattoir  Superintendent  A.  England. 

Disinfector  R.  Hodges. 


Health  Office, 

Town  Hall,  Hereford, 

26 th  April,  1915. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors;  of  the  City  of  Hereford. 
Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on 
the  Heat  th  of  the  City  for  the  year  1914,  also  my  Report  as  .School 
Medical  Officer  for  the  same  period. 

the  death-rate  lor  1914  was  rather  higher  compared  with  the 
preceding  \ ear,  and  this  was  owing  to  a larger  number  of  deaths 
oi  infants  and  old  people.  On  page  13  particulars  are  given  of  the 
causes  oi  death,  and  on  page  15  in  regard  to  the  feeding  of  infants 
who  have  died  during  the  year. 

Ihe  death  rates  tor  the  various  infectious  diseases  compare 
\ ery  favourably  with  those  for  other  towns  in  England  and  Wales ; 
there  were  110  deaths  from  .Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles’ 
or  Whooping  Cough. 

. On  pages  7 and  11  I have  given  particulars  in  regard  to  occu- 
pation as  obtained  from  the  Census  Returns,  1911  ; speaking 
generally  there  are  few  occupations  in  this  town  which  are 
particularly  injurious  to  health.  There  are  certain  factors  which 
may  make  any  occupation  unhealthy,  and  in  regard  to  indoor 
occupations  these  are  bad  ventilation,  insufficient  lighting,  in- 
sufficient heating,  overcrowding,  too  long  hours,  and  inadequate 
remuneration  ; in  regard  to  outdoor  occupation,  the  two  latter 
factors  will  also  apply. 

It  is  most  important  that  workshops  and  other  indoor  premises 
should  be  properly  heated  and  ventilated.  Although  proper  means 
of  ventilation  are  provided  full  use  is  often  not  made  of  the  means 
of  ventilation,  and  in  other  cases  owing  to  the  premises  being 
insufficiently  heated  during  the  cold  weather,  windows  or  other 
openings  are  kept  closed.  A thermometer  should  be  hung  in  each 
room  and  the  temperature  either  recorded  or  a note  kept  of  it 
several  times  daily. 

The  temperature  of  a room  should  be  from  550  to  6o°  and  suffi- 
cient heat  should  be  provided  to  maintain  this  temperature  when 
the  room  is  properly  ventilated.  I have  discussed  the  various 
means  of  ventilation  in  connection  with  the  schools  and  the  same 
remarks  apply  to  workshops  and  other  indoor  premises.  It  would 
be  an  advantage  if,  for  a interval  of  a few  minutes  during  the 
morning  and  afternoon,  all  windows,  ventilators  and  doors  were 
thrown  wide  open  so  as  to  flush  the  rooms  with  fresh  air.  In  a 
good  many  cases  difficulty  is  experienced  in  regard  to  ventilation 
owing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  workers  against  fresh  air  both  in  the 
home,  and  in  the  work-room,  or  office,  &c. 


Oil  the  whole  an  outdoor,  or  partly  outdoor  occupation  is 
healthier  than  an  indoor  occupation,  it  is  therefore  important 
that  those  employed  in  indoor  occupations  should  spend  as  much 
time  as  possible  in  the  open  air,  and  they  should  also  take  a suffi- 
cient amount  of  physical  exercise  ; by  the  co-operation  of  the 
public  and  the  consideration  of  employers,  places  of  business  and 
other  premises,  might  be  closed  at  an  earlier  hour.  During  the  last 
few  months  it  will  have  been  noticed  what  a marked  improvement 
in  general  health  and  physique  has  taken  place  in  those  who  have 
joined  the  Military  Forces,  and  it  is  quite  evident  that  from  a 
health  point  of  view  a large  number  of  people  not  employed  in 
outdoor  occupations  do  not  spend  sufficient  time  in  the  open  air, 
and  that  those  not  engaged  in  manual  work  do  not  take  a 
sufficient  amount  of  physical  exercise. 

The  incidence  and  death  rates  from  Phthisis  and  other 
tubercular  diseases  in  this  town  are  still  too  high,  and  the  rates 
compare  unfavourably  with  other  towns.  Consumption  is  not 
inherited,  and  investigation  into  the  family  history  of  the 
disease  shows  that  in  connection  with  the  majority  of  consumptives 
there  is  no  history  of  previous  disease  in  the  family  ; other  factors 
must  therefore  be  looked  for.  Factors  bearing  on  the  disease 
are  bad  housing,  insufficient  food,  unsuitable  food,  intemperance, 
dusty  or  other  unhealthy  occupation,  previous  illness  and  any 
other  debilitating  cause,  also  want  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight  in  the 
home,  workroom,  shop,  &c.  ; these  latter  causes  have  an  important 
bearing  on  the  disease. 

Along  with  better  housing  and  improved  sanitary  conditions 
there  must  be  greater  effort  on  the  part  of  individuals  to  improve 
their  general  health  along  the  lines  I have  referred  to  above. 

During  the  next  few  months  active  measures  should  be  taken 
by  all  persons  to  prevent  flies  breeding,  and  this  is  especially 
important  on  account  of  troops  billeted  in  the  town.  Flies  carry 
tilth  to  food,  especially  milk,  and  convey  disease  ; they  breed 
in  manure  and  other  decaying  material.  It  is  essential  that 
manure  should  be  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  dwellings  at  least 
once  a week,  and  that  no  decaying  matter  should  be  allowed  to 
accumulate.  Animal  and  vegetable  matter  should  be  burned, 
and  refuse  receptacles  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  from  time  to 
time.  It  is  important  that  refuse  should  not  be  tipped  in  the 
vicinity  of  houses.  Milk  and  other  loods  should  be  covered  to 
exclude  flies.  Fly  papers  should  be  used  and  water  containing  a 
teaspoonful  of  formalin  to  a pint  of  water,  should  be  placed  about 
the  house.  All  milk  should  be  boiled  before  use. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Staff  for  their  assistance. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  MILDER. 


CITY  OF  HEREFORD. 


Statistical  Summary  for  1914. 


Situation.  North  Latitude  

52°  3’  20” 

West  Longtitude  

2°  43’  10” 

Area  of  Municipal  Borough  

5,031  acres 

Rateable  Value 

£135,585 

A Penny  Rate  Produces 

£564 

Population  at  Census,  1911  

22,568 

Estimated  Population  to  the  Middle  of  1913  

22,981 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  Acre 

4.5 

Birth-rate,  1914  

19.5 

Average  Birth-rate  for  the  previous  five  years 

20.9 

Death-rate,  1914 

15.1 

Average  Death-rate  for  the  previous  five  years 

13.7 

Standardized  Death-rate,  1913 

13.6 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  

106 

Average  Infant  Mortality  for  the  previous  five  years  ... 

92 

Phthisis  Death-rate  

1.2 

Average  for  previous  five  years  

1 

The  rates  with  the  exception  of  Infantile  Mortality  are  per  1,000  of  the 

population. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

TO  THE 

Town  Council,  City  of  Hereford, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1914. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES,  OCCUPATION,  ETC. 


An  account  of  the  Physical  Features  of  the  town,  Geology, 
Occupation  of  the  Inhabitants,  &c.,  was  given  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1908,  pages  11-13. 


Particulars  in  regard  to  occupation  for  the  Counties  of  Hereford 
and  Salop  have  been  given  in  a recent  volume  on  the  Census  of 
England  and  Wales,  1911,  Tables  24  and  25,  pages  68  and  69.  For 
the  first  time  information  in  respect  to  the  City  is  given  separately, 
but  much  more  detailed  information  is  given  in  respect  to  the 
whole  County.  I have  re-arranged  the  particulars,  and  various 
percentages  are  given. 


Males  (10  years  and  upwards).  Number. 

Engaged  in  occupations  ...  6826 

Building  and  works  of  construction1  ...  918 

Food,  tobacco,  drink  and  lodging2  ...  ...  803 

Employed  in  railways,  conveyance  of  men, 

goods,  and  messages  ...  481 

Professional  occupations  and  subordinate 

services3 390 


Percentage. 

13% 

12% 


1 Under  this  heading  are  included  builders,  builders’  labourers,  carpenters, 

bricklayers,  masons,  masons’  labourers,  painters  and  plumbers,  and 
glaziers. 

2 This  includes  milksellers,  dairymen,  butchers,  meat  salesmen,  bakers, 

confectioners,  grocers,  &c.,  makers  of  spirituous  drinks  (including 
cider),  tobacconists  and  hotel  keepers,  publicans,  &c.,  employed  in 
board  and  lodging,  cellarmen,  barmen,  waiters,  wine  and  spirit  mer- 
chants and  agents,  and  others  employed  in  such  connection. 

3 This  includes  the  following  groups  : — Clerical,  legal,  medical,  teaching, 

literary,  scientific  and  political,  engineers  and  surveyors,  art,  music, 
drama,  &e. 
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Males  (10  years  and  upwards) — emit. 

Agriculture  (on  farms,  woods  and  gardens)1 
On  roads  (conveyance  of  men,  goods  and 
messages)2 3 

Domestic  outdoor  service  ...  ...  2oo 

Domestic  indoor  and  other  service8...  ioo 
General  labourers,  factory  labourers  (un- 
defined) 4 

Messengers,  porters,  watchmen  (not  railway 

or  Government) 

General  and  Local  Government  4 
Merchants,  agents,  accountants,  banking', 

insurance,  &c 

Wood,  furniture,  fittings  and  decorations5!!.’ 
Commercial  occupations,  including  business 
clerks6 

Drapers,  linen  drapers,  mercers  and  dealers 

in  dress  

General  engineering  and  machine  making  7” 

Tailors 

Skins,  leather,  saddlery  and  harness  8 .!. 

Cycles,  coaches  and  other  vehicles 

Printers  and  lithographers !! 

Boot,  shoe,  slipper,  patten,  clog  makers 
Earthenware,  china,  porcelain,  glass  manu- 
facture 8 

Precious  metals,  jewels,  watches,  instruments 
and  games  8 

Other  makers  in  dress  9 

Brick,  plain  tiles,  terracotta  makers  8 
Chemicals,  explosives,  oil,  grease,  soap,  &c.  10 
Electrical  apparatus  ... 

Defence  of  the  country 

Coal  and  shale  mine  workers  

Iron,  steel,  &c.,  manufacture 

Coal  heavers,  coal  porters,  &e.  


N umber.  Percentage. 
357 

356  5% 

{ 3oo 

289 

287 

266 

257 

241 

207  3% 

149 

147 

137 

133 

125 

109 

9i  1 -3% 

59 

56 

5o 

45 

40 

33 

30 

23 

20 

15 


1 Farmers,  graziers,  farm  works,  agricultural  labourers,  gardeners  (not 

domestic),  nurserymen,  seedsmen  and  others. 

2 Coachmen  (not  domestic),  cabmen,  horsekeepers,  grooms,  stablemen  (not 

domestic),  motor  car  drivers  (not  domestic),  motor  cab,  motor  vans, 
&c.,  drivers. 

3 Includes  coachmen,  grooms,  gardeners,  and  gamekeepers. 

4 Does  not  include  gas,  water,  electricity  and  sanitary  service.  National 

Government  includes  telegraphists,  telephone  operators,  postmen, 
&c.,  other  Civil  Service  Officers  and  their  clerks. 

8  Cabinet  makers,  French  polishers,  upholsterers,  other  workers  in  furniture, 
fittings,  &c.,  workers  in  wood  and  bark,  dealers. 

* Merchants,  agents,  accountants,  dealers  in  money,  insurance,  &c. 

7 Includes  workers. 

8 Includes  workers  and  dealers. 

9 Milliners,  dressmakers,  &c.,  and  their  assistants. 

10  Chemists,  druggists,  makers  of  and  workers  in  chemicals,  oil,  soap,  &c. 
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Males  (10  years  and  upwards) — cont.  Number.  Percentage. 

Miscellaneous  1 26 

All  other  occupations  2 386 

1 Miscellaneous  occupations  include  conveyance  of  men,  goods,  &c.,  on 
rivers  and  canals  (9),  others  employed  in  conveyance  of  men,  goods, 
&c.  (6),  others  employed  in  paper,  prints,  books,  and  stationery 
(excluding  stationers,  booksellers,  &c.),  (4),  employed  in  ships  and  boats 
(2),  others  working  in  and  about  products  of  mines  and  quarries, 
(2),  textile  manufacturers  (2),  employed  in  the  textile  bleaching,  &c.  (1). 

a Shopkeepers  and  dealers  (not  already  referred  to),  pawnbrokers,  coster- 
mongers, hawkers,  newsboys,  drivers  and  firemen  (not  railway, 
marine,  or  agricultural),  etc. 

Manufactures. — Includes  apprentices,  workmen,  and  labourers,  as  well  as 
masters,  but  excludes  messengers,  porters,  errand  boys,  watchmen, 
engine  drivers,  stokers. 

Dealing  Businesses. — This  does  not  include  general  labourers,  which  come 
under  a special  heading. 


Females  (10  years  and  upwards). 
Engaged  in  occupations  : — 

Unmarried 

Married  

Widowed  ...  


Number.  Percentage. 


2717 

34i 

322 


338o 


Domestic  indoor  service — In  hotel, 

lodging-houses  and  eating  houses...  92  1339 

Other  domestic  indoor  sendee  ...  1247 

Dressmakers  357 

Food,  lodging,  dealing  in  spirituous  drinks, 

coffee  and  eating  houses,  &c.  ...  ...  278 

Food  dealers,  general  shopkeepers  and  dealers  171 

Drapers,  linen  mercers  and  dealers  in  dress...  161 

Teaching  154 

Laundry  and  washing  service  ...  ...  148 

Charwomen,  day  girls,  day  servants 134 

Milliners  75 

Midwives,  sick  nurses,  invalid  attendants  ...  71 

Municipal,  parish  officers,  &c.  i 

Hospital  and  institutions  \ 7° 

Commercial,  bank  and  insurance  clerks,  law 

clerks  66 

Civil  service,  telegraph,  telephone  service...  23 

Literary,  scientific,  political,  art, music,  dra  ma  34 

Tailoresses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Others  engaged  in  service  36 

Wood,  furniture,  fittings  and  decorations  ...  21 

Staymakers,  shirtmakers,  seamstresses  ...  20 

Agriculture  (on  farms,  woods  and  gardens)...  13 


40% 

10% 


4i% 


i 


o 

/O 


IO 


Females  (io  years  and  upwards) — cont.  Number.  Percentage. 

Paper,  prints,  books  and  stationery  (ex- 
cluding stationers)  12 

Skins,  leather,  saddlery  and  harness  ...  7 

Textile  manufactures,  including  dyeing,  &c.  7 

Boot,  shoe,  slipper  and  patten  makers  ...  5 

Miscellaneous*...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Other  occupations  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Fuller  particulars  have  already  been  given  in  regard  to  some 
of  the  occupations  followed  by  males,  and  where  the  headings  are 
the  same  the  same  explanation  holds  good  in  respect  to  female 
workers. 

* Miscellaneous  occupations  include  : — Other  workers  in  dress  (4),  food 
workers  (4),  makers  of  jewellery,  watches,  &c.  (4),  employed  in  con 
nection  with  manufacture  and  sale  of  chemicals,  explosives,  oil, 
grease,  soap,  &c.  (4),  metal,  machines,  implements,  &c.  (1). 


General  Remarks. 

Altogether  10,206  persons  aged  10  years  and  upwards  are 
employed  in  various  occupations  in  the  City  ; of  these  6,826  are 
males  and  3,380  females,  and  twice  as  many  men  as  women  are 
employed.  Only  341  married  women  are  employed,  and  this  has 
an  important  bearing  on  infantile  mortality.  Sixty-eight  children 
(59  boys  and  9 girls)  between  the  ages  of  10  and  14  years  are  em- 
ployed. 

Males. — The  highest  number  engaged  in  any  particular 
occupation  consists  of  those  employed  in  building  and  works  of 
construction,  13%.  Other  percentages  vary  as  follows  : — 

Food,  tobacco,  drink  and  lodging  12% 

Conveyance  of  men,  goods,  &c.,  on  roads  ...  5% 

Commercial  occupations,  &c 3% 

Boot,  shoe,  &c.,  makers I*3% 

Females.— The  highest  number  engaged  in  any  particular 
occupation  consists  of  those  employed  in  domestic  indoor  service, 
40%.  Other  percentages  are  as  follows  : — 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  I0% 

Teaching •••  4i% 

Literary,  scientific,  &c 1% 

It  may  be  said  that  generally  persons  in  this  town  are  em- 
ployed in  occupations  which  of  themselves  are  not  harmful  to  health, 
nor  is  there  anything  in  occupations  generally  followed  to 
account  for  the  rather  high  incidence  from  Phthisis. 

Those  engaged  in  dusty  occupations,  e.g.  file  makers,  wool 
and  cotton  workers,  &c.,  suffer  a high  incidence  from  phthisis, 
and  other  respiratory  diseases.  This  is  shown  in  the  comparative 
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mortality  figures  according  to  occupation  taken  from  the  census 
returns  of  1901.  The  comparative  mortality  figures  tend  to 
establish  a relation  between  intemperance  and  diseases  of  the 
heart,  liver,  kidneys,  and  nervous  system,  and  also  phthisis,  gout 
and  suicide.  Brewers,  publicans,  innkeepers  and  others  persons 
employed  in  connection  with  these  occupations  suffer  a high 
mortality  from  the  above  diseases. 

The  statistics  given  in  the  census  show  that  in  this  city  there 
are  only  few  classes  of  occupation  in  which  any  considerable 
number  are  employed,  with  the  exception  of  indoor  domestic 
service  in  which  women  are  employed. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  City,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  to  the  middle  of  1914,  is  22,981,  and  it  is  on  this  estimate 
that  I have  calculated  the  various  rates  for  the  year  1914. 

Particulars  of  the  population  at  different  age  periods  according 
to  the  1911  census,  were  given  on  pages  7 and  8,  Annual  Report 
for  1913. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  440  births  were  registered,  of  these  there 
were  two  outward  transfers  (female  legitimate,  male  illegitimate), 
which  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  and  two  inward  transfers 
(illegitimate  males)  which  occurred  in  institutions  outside  the 
district.  The  total  births  belonging  to  the  City  were  440  (225 
males,  215  females) ; 173  births  belonged  to  Ledbury  Ward,  176 
to  Leominster  Ward,  and  91  to  Monmouth  Ward. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  19.5,  compared 
with  22.6  for  1913.  Since  1911  a deduction  has  been  made  in  connec- 
tion with  births,  where  the  parents  did  not  belong  to  the  district, 
whether  in  institutions  or  not,  but  as  the  corrections  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  only  refer  to  institutions,  a correction  this  year 
has  only  been  made  for  such  cases,  and  I have  re-calculated  the 
birth-rates  from  1911  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

The  birth-rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1914 
are  as  follows  : — 

Per  1,000  of 
Population . 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  23.8 

97  Great  Towns,  including  London  25.0 

145  Smaller  Towns  23.9 

England  and  WTales,  less  the  242  Towns...  ...  22.2 

On  page  8,  Annual  Report  for  1910,  the  birth-rates  for  the 
City,  for  quinquennial  periods  since  the  year  1876,  are  compared 
with  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 
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There  were  25  illegitimate  births  registered  during  the  year, 
but  one  of  these  belonged  to  another  district.  Of  the  24  births, 
11  occurred  in  Ledbury  Ward,  8 in  Leominster  Ward,  and  5 in 
Monmouth  Ward. 

Six  babies  were  born  in  the  Workhouse.  Two  inward  transfers 
of  legitimate  births  (males)  were  also  received  from  the  Registrar- 
General.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  to  total  nett  births  was  5. 

The  illegitimate  birth-rate  can  be  much  more  accurately 
determined  if  estimated  on  the  number  of  married  women,  aged 

15  to  45  years,  and  the  illegitimate  birth-rate  on  the  total  number 
of  unmarried  and  widowed  females. 

The  birth-rates  for  1909-11  calculated  by  this  method  were 
given  in  page  9,  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  1914  was  382. 
Of  these,  49  were  of  non-residents,  and  have  been  excluded  ; whilst 

16  deaths  of  residents  outside  the  district  have  been  included. 
The  nett  number  of  deaths  amounted  to  349  (179  males  and  170 
females),  equal  to  a recorded  death-rate  of  15. 1 and  a standardized 
death-rate  of  13.6. 

The  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  quarter, 
viz.,  103,  and  the  number  during  the  remaining  quarters  was  81, 
86  and  79  respectively. 

The  following  are  the  death-rates  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1914  : — 

Death-rate. 

Crude.  Standardized. 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  14.0  13.7 

97  Great  Towns,  including  London  ...  14.7  15.0 

145  Smaller  Towns  12.9  13. 1 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  242  towns  ...  13.4  12.4 

The  deaths  of  one  male  and  three  females  occurred  in  the 
Burghill  Asylum,  Herefordshire. 

Forty-nine  deaths  were  transferred  to  other  districts.  Nine 
belonged  to  Manchester,  London,  Breconshire  (2),  Glamorgan, 
Monmouthshire,  Surrey,  Radnor,  and  Worcestershire,  and  the 
remainder  to  Herefordshire. 

Thirty-three  deaths  of  non-residents  occurred  in  the  Hereford- 
shire General  Hospital,  11  in  the  Workhouse,  and  2 in  a Nursing 
Home. 

Sixteen  transferable  deaths  of  residents  who  died  outside 
the  town  were  received  from  the  Registrar-General  through  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Thirty-five  deaths  of  residents  occurred  in  the  Herefordshire 
General  Hospital,  and  have  been  assigned  to  their  respective  Wards 
as  follows  : — Ledbury,  17  ; Leominster,  12  ; and  Monmouth, 
6 ; 28  deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  and  have  been  assigned 
as  follows  : — Ledbury,  9 ; Leominster,  9 ; and  Monmouth,  10. 

The  percentages  of  deaths  at  different  age  periods  for  the 


years  1913  and  1914  were  as  follows  : — 

tt  j I9I3»  la- 
under 1 year  ..  ..  ..  ..  14.7  13,5 

From  1 to  5 years  ..  ..  ..  4.2  3.4 

5 to  25  7 5.8 

..  25  to  65  „ 33.7  36.7 

„ 65  years  and  upwards  . . ..  40.4  40.6 


The  following  table  shows  the  chief  causes  of  death  (73  %) 
during  1914  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Number. 

Percentage. 

Heart  Disease 

44 

12.6 

Old  Age 

34 

9-7 

Tuberculosis  . . 

33 

9-5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

30 

8.6 

Cancer 

28 

8 

Pneumonia 

21 

• 6 

Bronchitis 

21 

6 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 

II 

3.1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

TO 

2.8 

Bright’s  Disease 

8 

2.2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

6 

1 .7 

*Meningitis  . . 

6 

1.7 

Convulsions  . . 

5 

!-4 

Total  . . 

257 

73.3% 

* Another  death  also  occurred  (inward  transfer). 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 


There  were  no  uncertified  deaths  during  1914. 

INQUESTS. 

During  the  year  12  Inquests  were  held  on  the  deaths  of 
residents,  and  the  cause  of  death  was  as  follows  : — 

Natural  Causes — 

Premature  Birth 1 

Convulsions  ...  ...  1 

Other  ...  1 

Accidents  or  Negligence — 

Injuries  6 

Drowning  ...  ...  3 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


During  1914,  47  deaths  occurred  of  infants  under  one  year, 
and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  (proportion  of  deaths  under  one 
year  to  1,000  births)  was  106,  compared  with  81  in  1914,  and  an 
average  of  92  for  the  five  years  1909-13. 

The  infantile  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  during 
1914  were  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

97  Great  Towns,  including  London  ...  ...  114 

145  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  104 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  242  towns 93 

The  rate  for  the  City  is  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  for  the  145 
smaller  towns,  of  which  Hereford  is  one. 

Of  the  47  deaths,  28  were  of  males  and  19  of  females  ; 20 
deaths  occurred  in  Ledbury  Ward,  17  in  Leominster,  and  10  in 
Monmouth  Ward,  the  rates  being  114,  91,  and  in  respectively. 

Twelve  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  n in 
the  second  quarter,  14  in  the  third  quarter,  and  10  in  the  last 
quarter.  Of  the  47  deaths,  one-third  occurred  during  the  first 
month,  and  a half  during  the  first  six  months.  There  were  5 deaths 
of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year,  and  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  192.  The  most  salient  features  of  the  weather  for  the 
third  quarter  were  the  long  spells  without  rain  in  August  and 
September.  After  July,  which  was  generally  unsettled  and  rainy, 
the  normal  conditions  became  fine  and  bright,  and  rainy  periods 
the  exception.  The  mean  temperature  of  the  quarter  was  above 
the  normal  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  rainfall  was  less  than 
the  normal  over  the  country  generally.  Bright  sunshine  was  more 
prevalent  than  in  the  two  years  preceding. 

The  above  particulars,  by  the  Director  of  the  Meteorological 
Office,  are  given  in  the  Registrar-General’s  Quarterly  Report. 
Such  conditions  favour  a high  infantile  mortality  rate. 

During  the  third  quarter  the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  the 
145  smaller  towns  was  ill,  and  the  rate  under  2 years  for  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  was  43.46;  the  corresponding  rates  for  Hereford 
were  123  and  44.24. 

Particulars  of  the  deaths  under  one  year  are  given  in  Table  IV. 
(Appendix).  It  will  be  seen  that  25  deaths  (over  half)  occurred 
from  diseases  in  connection  with  which  improper  feeding  would 
play  an  important  part  in  the  causation. 

In  connection  with  31  deaths,  enquiries  were  made  by  ,the 
Health  Visitor  in  regard  to  feeding  and  other  matters.  The 
particulars  are  given  on  the  next  page. 
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Boat  means  boat-shaped  bottle.  | Tube  means  bottle  with  long  indiarubber  tube.  J Fed  with  a spoon. 
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Sanitary  Condition  of  Houses. 

This  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory  ; in  connection  with  four 
of  the  houses  there  was  no  through  ventilation  ; one  house  was 
back-to-back.  Several  houses  were  dirty  and  in  connection  with 
several  others  there  was  dampness  and  dilapidation.  At  one 
house  a nuisance  occurred  through  flies,  the  breeding  place  being 
in  connection  with  a pigstye  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  The 
majority  of  the  houses  contained  no  larder.  Refuse  is  still 
deposited  in  old  buckets,  wooden  boxes,  &c. 


General  Remarks. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  only  six  cases  (one-fifth  of  the  total 
number)  were  the  infants  entirely  breast-fed,  although  in  respect 
to  notifications  of  births  it  was  ascertained  that  the  majority  of 
infants  (73%)  were  breast-fed.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
improper  feeding  was  directly  or  indirectly  the  cause  of  death 
in  the  majority  of  the  cases. 

Various  reasons  were  given  for  the  absence  of  breast-feeding, 
13  of  the  infants  were  weakly  from  birth,  and  of  these  6 were  twins. 
One  baby  had  suffered  from  Broncho-pneumonia  at  the  age  of  5 
months  and  discharging  ears  at  the  age  of  6 months.  In  3 cases  the 
mothers  on  account  of  ill-health  were  unable  to  suckle  the  child. 
In  four  cases  of  illegitimacy  (Nos.  4,  7,  16  and  25)  the  mothers 
went  out  to  work  and  the  nursing  of  the  infants  was  left  to  other 
persons  ; two  of  the  infants  were  born  outside  Hereford. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

Under  the  Act  of  1907,  383  notifications  were  received  during 
the  year,  and  of  these  6 related  to  still-births  of  3 boys  and  3 girls. 
The  particulars  in  regard  to  notification  are  as  follows  : — 

By  Doctor.  Nurse  or  Midwife.  Parents. 

15  350  18 

Visits  were  made  in  respect  to  the  majority  of  the  births. 

Forty-four  first  visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitor  in 
respect  to  44  notifications  received  during  the  latter  part  of 
1913,  in  addition  164  visits  were  made  in  respect  to  these  and 
previous  notifications. 

Of  the  1914  notifications,  first  visits  were  made  in  235  cases, 
second  visits  in  53,  third  in  20,  fourth  in  11,  and  there  were  76 
additional  visits,  some  cases  receiving  as  many  as  nine. 

In  8 cases  the  parent  and  child  had  left  the  City  before  a visit 
was  paid. 


Particulars  in  Regard  to  Infant  Feeding. 


The  following  particulars  were  obtained  in  respect  to  44 
notifications  during  the  latter  part  of  1913  and  235  in  1914  : 


Breast-fed  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  204 

Breast-fed  and  bottle  ...  ...  •••  24 

Cows’ Milk  and  Barley  Water  ...  ...  10 

Cows' Milk  and  Water  ...  ...  •••  26 

Cows’ Milk  and  Oatmeal  Water  ...  ...  1 

Condensed  Milk  •••  5 

Condensed  Milk  and  Patent  Groats  ...  3 

Patent  foods  ...  ...  •••  •••  3 

No  information  given  ...  ...  ■ • • 3 


73-ii% 

8.6  % 


13-2% 


2.8  % 

1.07% 

1.07% 


Bread  sop  and  rusks  were  given  in  addition,  in  8 cases,  at  the 
ages  of  2 weeks  (1),  3 weeks  (1),  4 weeks  (5),  and  2 months  (1). 
Potatoes  were  given  in  1 case  at  the  age  of  3 months.  Of  these 
9 infants  4 were  breast-fed.  When  it  is  considered  that  an 
infant  is  unable  to  digest  starch  until  about  7 months  old,  it  will 
be  seen  that  a good" deal  of  harm  is  done  through  injudicious 
feeding. 

The  24  babies  breast  and  bottle-fed,  in  13  cases  received  cows’ 
milk,  2 cases  milk  and  barley  water,  4 cases  patent  food,  in  3 cases 
dried  milk,  and  in  I case  oatmeal. 


In  42  cases  various  reasons  were  given  for  hand-feeding.  In 

sufficient  reasons,  and  of  the  remainder 

9 

1 (harelip) 

10 
12 

In  22  cases  the  infants  were  breast-fed  for  a time,  and  this 
then  discontinued,  the  reasons  given  being 


10  instances  there  were  no 
the  following  : — 

111  health  of  the  mother 
111  health  of  the  child 
Mother  went  out  to  work 
No  breast  milk 

In 

method  of  feeding  was 
as  follows  : — 


Ill-health  of  mother  ... 
Ill-health  of  child 
Mother  went  out  to  work 
No  breast  milk 
No  sufficient  reasons  given 


Under 

2 to 

3 to 

2 months. 

3 months.  6 months 

3 

3 

2 

1 

- - 

2 

3 

1 

5 

I 

2 

— - 

If  artificial  feeding  is  necessary  it  is  most  important  that  a 
proper  shaped  bottle  should  be  used  ; unfortunately  a bottle  with 
a long  indiarubber  tube,  which  latter  cannot  be  properly  cleaned, 
is  still  in  general  use,  and  the  milk  or  other  food  after  passing 
through  the  long  tube  becomes  contamined  and  gastro-intestinal 

2 
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trouble  often  results.  The  type  of  bottle  was  ascertained  in  71 
cases  and  was  as  follows  : — 

Boat-shaped  bottle 36  cases 

Bottle  with  long  indiarubber  tube  29  ,, 

Both  kinds  of  bottle  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

The  boat-shaped  bottle  is  the  best  form,  as  it  can  be  very 
readily  cleaned  out. 

..  Sanitary  Conditions,  etc. 

Note  was  made  by  the  Health  Visitor  of  any  insanitary  con- 
ditions ; in  3 cases  the  houses  were  very  dirty  ; in  2 cases  dirty, 
and  only  fairly  clean  in  27  instances. 

Dampness,  defective  drainage,  or  other  sanitary  defects  were 
noticed  in  17  cases,  and  enquiries  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  notice  sent  to  the  owners. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  City  in  1914  from  the  various  infectious  dis- 
eases compared  with  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 
period  : — 


City  of 
Hereford. 

England 
and  Wales 

97  Great 
Towns 

145 

Smaller 

Towns. 

England  & 

Wales  less 
the  242 
Towns. 

Small -pox 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

.00 

.08 

.09 

.07 

.06 

Diphtheria  

.00 

•15 

.16 

.16 

.14 

Typhoid  Fever 

.04 

•05 

.04 

•05 

•05 

Measles  

.00 

.24 

•35 

.21 

.12 

Whooping-cough 

.00 

.21 

•25 

.18 

•17 

^Diarrhoea  & En- 
teritis (under  2 
years)  

18. 1 

20.04 

26.09 

I9.8 

12.6 

* Rate  per  1,000  births. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  death-rates  for  all  infectious  diseases 
are  much  lower  than  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  145  smaller 
towns,  of  which  Hereford  is  one,  the  exceptions  being  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  and  Typhoid  Fever,  the  rate  being  slightly  lower. 
The  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  originated  outside  the  city. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Fifty-five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (28  males  and  27  females) 
were  notified  during  1914,  compared  with  47  in  1913  ; 12  of  the 
cases  belonged  to  Ledbury  Ward,  24  to  Leominster  Ward,  and  19 
to  Monmouth  Ward.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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The  ages  in  years  were  as  follows  : — 

1-2  2-5  5-10  10-15  15~25  25-35  35-45  45-55 

1 7 16  10  14  5 1 1 

The  majority  of  the  cases  (61  per  cent.)  occurred  among 
children  under  15  years  ; 47  of  the  cases  (93  per  cent.)  were  re- 
moved to  Hospital,  and  there  were  no  ‘ return  ’ cases. 

Five  of  the  cases  were  privates  in  the  Reserve  Battalion 
Herefordshire  Territorial  Regiment.  Four  of  the  men  were 
billeted  in  the  Scudamore  Schools,  the  fifth  lived  at  home ; 
one  case  was  removed  from  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital 
with  the  disease. 

The  four  men  who  were  billeted  at  the  Scudamore  Schools 
belonged  to  outside  districts  (2  in  Herefordshire  and  2 in  Glou- 
cestershire). One  man  contracted  the  disease  after  visiting  his 
child,  who  was  suffering  from  the  disease.  The  four  cases  occurred 
at  intervals,  and  there  was  no  infection  from  one  case  to  the  other. 

One  patient  was  a ward  maid  at  the  City  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  remaining  50  cases  occurred  in  40  houses  ; in  8 houses  there 
were  2 cases,  and  in  1 house  3 cases. 

In  3 of  the  houses  where  there  was  a second  case,  infection 
of  the  second  case  occurred  before  the  first  case  was  removed  to 
Hospital,  and  in  the  house  where  the  3 cases  occurred,  infection 
passed  to  the  second  and  third  cases  on  account  of  the  delay 
in  sending  for  a doctor  and  having  the  first  case  removed  to 
Hospital.  There  was  secondary  infection  in  connection  with  one 
case  treated  at  home.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  removal  of  the 
first  case,  if  carried  out  promptly,  does  prevent  secondary  infection 
in  the  home. 

In  one  case  there  was  overcrowding  ; a house  containing  3 
bedrooms  was  occupied  by  8 adults  and  3 children.  In  connection 
with  the  large  majority  of  houses  there  was  no  proper  means  of 
isolation. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  was  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory. At  six  houses  the  drainage  or  water  closets  were 
defective,  and  in  connection  with  four  houses  the  yard  paving  was 
defective.  At  one  house  the  interior  walls  were  damp  and  the 
sink  dilapidated,  and  in  connection  with  another  there  was  in- 
sufficient ventilation  to  the  living  room  and  front  bedroom,  and 
the  interior  walls  were  dirty. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  the  disease  since  1875  are  given  on 
page  22,  Annual  Report  for  1911. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

During  the  year  21  easesof  Diphtheria  (9  males  and  12  females) 
were  notified,  compared  with  16  in  1913.  Eleven  occurred  in 
Eedbury  Ward,  6 in  Leominster  Ward  and  4 in  Monmouth  Ward. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

The  ages  in  years  were  as  follows  : — 

Age  periods  2-5  5-10  15-25  25-35  35~45 

Number  of  cases 3 14  2 1 1 

The  majority  of  cases  (80  per  cent.)  occurred  below  the  age 
of  10  years.  Sixteen  cases  (76  per  cent.)  were  removed  to 
Hospital,  and  there  were  no  ‘ return  ’ cases. 

Three  cases  were  notified  from  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  ; 2 patients  who  belonged  to  outside  districts,  and  a 
ward  maid  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

A private  in  the  Montgomery  Yeomanry,  encamped  at  the 
Racecourse,  and  another  private  in  the  Reserve  Batt.  Here- 
fordshire Regiment  (T.)  were  also  received  into  Hospital.  One  of 
the  nurses  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  developed  the  disease.  The 
remaining  15  cases  occurred  in  13  houses.  In  two  houses  there 
were  two  cases;  at  one  house  there  was  an  interval  of  six  months 
before  the  second  case  appeared  ; at  the  other  house  the  second 
case  was  infected  before  the  first  case  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

Three  cases  were  removed  from  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital.  The  first  case  (boy  aged  3 years)  occurred  at  the 
Hospital  on  June  29th  ; a second  case  (male  aged  9 years)  occurred 
on  July  17th  in  the  same  ward.  Swabs  were  taken  from  the  rest 
of  the  patients  and  the  nurses  and  maids,  and  as  the  result  of  the 
bacteriological  examination  two  contacts  were  found  and  promptly 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One  contact  was  a ward  maid, 
and  the  other  was  a patient  ; the  third  case  occurred  on  July 
31st,  one  of  the  maids  having  contracted  the  disease,  but  no  further 
cases  occurred. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  was  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory. One  house  was  in  a dirty  state,  flies  were  numerous, 
and  there  were  other  insanitary  conditions.  The  interior  walls 
of  another  house  were  damp. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  notifications  and  deaths  from 
Diphtheria  in  the  city  since  1890  are  given  on  page  37,  Annual 
Report  for  1909. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

Twenty-four  cases  were  notified  (13  males  and  11  females) 
compared  with  16  in  1913.  Four  cases  occurred  in  the  Ledbury 
Ward,  9 in  Leominster  Ward,  and  II  in  Monmouth  Ward. 
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The  ages  were  as  follows  : — 

Age  periods  10-15  15-25  25-35  35-45  45“55  55"65  65~75  75-85 
No.  of  cases  12463323 

Only  one  case  occurred  under  the  age  of  15  years,  and  15  per 
cent,  occurred  over  the  age  of  25  years.  The  23  cases  were  in  23 
houses  and  one  case  occurred  at  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital. 

The  following  parts  were  affected  : — 

Face.  Upper  Extremities  Lower  Extremities. 

11  4 9 

There  was  a history  of  injury  in  8 cases,  and  in  some  of  the 
cases  the  disease  was  attributed  to  chill. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  was  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory. At  two  houses  the  waterclosets  were  insanitary-,  and  in 
connection  with  one  house  there  were  also  general  dilapidations  ; 
at  another  house  the  interior  walls  were  dirty  and  there  was  an 
offensive  privy  pit. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Only  one  case  was  notified,  a female  aged  32  years,  belonging 
to  Leominster  Ward. 

The  house  in  which  the  patient  resided  was  of  recent  erection, 
and  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  satisfactory. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Three  cases  were  notified  (males  aged  21  and  23  years,  and  a 
female  aged  18  years),  compared  with  one  the  previous  year,  and  all 
recovered  from  the  disease.  Two  of  the  patients  were  admitted 
to  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital  from  rural  districts  of 
Herefordshire.  The  third  case  was  a private  in  the  Reserve  Batt. 
Herefordshire  Regt..  (T.)  billeted  at  the  Scudamore  Schools  ; 
the  diagnosis  was  doubtful.  This  man  belonged  to  one  of  the 
rural  districts  in  Herefordshire,  and  visited  his  home  occasionally. 

A private,  aged  19  years,  in  the  1st  Herefordshire  Regt.  (T.), 
who  belonged  to  Leominster  Ward,  developed  the  disease  at  North- 
ampton, and  in  this  case  the  disease  unfortunately  proved  fatal. 
The  disease,  taking  into  consideration  the  date  of  onset  and 
the  usual  incubation  period,  must  have  developed  after  he  left 
Hereford. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  notifications  since  1891  are  given  on 
page  37,  Annual  Report  for  1910,  and  in  regard  to  deaths  since 
1875  on  page  28  of  the  same  Report. 

ZYMOTIC  DIARRHCEA. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  of  a boy  aged  1 month 
and  a girl  aged  3 months  ; both  infants  belonged  to  Leominster 
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\\ard.  The  deaths  occurred  on  September  ist  and  August  31st. 
The  boy  aged  1 month  was  not  born  in  the  city  and  had  only 
resided  in  the  town  a short  period. 

The  girl  aged  3 months,  illegitimate,  was  born  in  South  Wales, 
and  nursed  in  Hereford  ; it  was  weakly  from  birth  and  was  fed 
on  condensed  milk.  The  house  was  back-to-back  with  stables, 
and  was  clean. 

Advice  in  regard  to  the  feeding  and  management  of  children 
and  more  generally  as  to  preventing  exposure  of  their  food  to 
contamination  from  decomposing  organic  matter,  is  given  by  the 
Health  Visitor,  and  leaflets  are  sent  out  during  the  summer  months 
to  the  occupants  of  most  of  the  houses  in  which  a birth  has  occurred 
within  the  previous  twelve  months. 

Directions  are  given  in  the  leaflets  in  regard  to  the  protection 
of  food  from  flies  and  dust,  the  prevention  of  any  accumulation  of 
refuse  or  rubbish,  and  in  regard  to  general  cleanliness  ; flies  readily 
breed  in  decomposing  animal  or  vegetable  matter  and  convey 
infection  to  food,  especially  milk. 

In  the  majority  of  working  class  houses  no  larder  is  provided. 

MEASLES. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  Further  particulars  in 
regard  to  the  disease  are  given  in  the  School  Report. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  Particulars  in  regard 
to  this  disease  and  measles  since  1875  are  given  on  page  28,  Annual 
Report  for  1909. 

INFLUENZA. 

Two  deaths  occurred  during  the  }Tear  of  males  aged  38  and 
55  years  ; one  belonged  to  Monmouth  Ward  and  the  other  to 
Leominster  Ward.  Both  deaths  occurred  in  January’,  and  the 
disease  was  complicated  in  one  case  by  cerebral  softening  and  in 
the  other  case  by  pneumonia  and  pleurisy. 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  47  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  16  of  Diphtheria,  and 
1 case  of  Enteric  Fever  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital.  Of  seven 
men  belonging  to  the  Reserve  Battalion  Herefordshire  Regiment 
(T.)  5 had  Scarlet  Fever,  1 had  Diphtheria,  and  I Typhoid  Fever. 
A trooper  in  the  Montgomery  Yeomanry  (at  that  time  en- 
camped on  the  Racecourse,  Grandstand  Road),  was  admitted  to 
Hospital  with  Diphtheria. 

With  the  exception  of  2 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  men  in  the 
Reserve  Battalion  Herefords  were  removed  from  the  Scudamore 
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Schools.  One  man  was  removed  from  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  and  the  other  from  his  own  home  in  Hereford  ; the  other 
men  in  3 cases  belonged  to  other  districts  in  Herefordshire,  and 
in  2 cases  to  districts  in  Gloucestershire. 

The  cases  in  the  Regiment  occurred  during  September, 
October  and  November,  and  there  was  no  infection  from  one  case 
to  another  in  connection  with  the  cases  of  Scarlet  bever. 

Two  of  the  cases  admitted  as  Scarlet  Fever  were  probably 
German  Measles,  and  2 of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  probably 
cases  of  Acute  Tonsillitis. 


Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  2 contacts  were  admitted  from 
the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  and  2 contacts  were  admitted 
in  connection  with  another  case. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year.  The  particulars  in 
regard  to  complications  and  sequelae  are  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever — 


Nasal  Discharge 
Ear  Discharge  (a)  left 
(b)  right 

Adenitis  (convalescent) — 

(a)  one  side 

(b)  both  sides 

Albuminuria 
Rheumatism 
Ulcerative  Stomatitis 
Abscess  (submental) 
Conjunctivitis 

Tonsillitis  (convalescent)  ... 
Sores — 

(a)  Nose  

(b)  Angles  of  mouth  ... 

(c)  Lips 

(cf)Ear 

( e ) Forearm 


6 

•••  3 
...  1 

— 4 

...  1 

...  8 

— 9 
4 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

I 


One  case  was  complicated  by  Diphtheria  ; this  was  confirmed 
by  bacteriological  examination.  Three  of  the  children  had  en- 
larged tonsils  and  adenoids. 


Enteric  Fever. — This  was  a doubtful  case,  and  there  were 
no  complications. 


Diphtheria. 


Paralysis  affecting  the  Heart  ...  ...  4 

Laryngeal  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nasal  Discharge  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  1 
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The  following  are  particulars  of  injection  of  antitoxin  in  con- 
nection with  the  16  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  : — 


Cases  treated 

t t 

> ) 

» i 

y > 


on  the  1st  d;i 
„ 2nd 
„ 3rd 
,,  4^ 

,,  6th 
,,  9th 


of  the  disease 

it  M 

ft  ft 

> t it 

it  it 


I 

4 

3 

4 

I 

3 


In  one  case  the  history  of  onset  was  indefinite.  One  child 
had  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids.  The  cases  injected  after  the 
3rd  day  with  one  exception  were  mild  in  character. 


One  case,  admitted  on  the  9th  day,  suffered  from  a con- 
siderable amount  of  laryngeal  diphtheria,  was  in  a state  of  collapse 
on  admission  and  barely  escaped  death. 

It  is  most  important  that  antitoxin  should  be  injected 
early. 


Administration. 

In  May  a gas  geyser  was  fixed  in  one  of  the  bathrooms  in 
connection  with  the  Scarlet  Fever  Wards,  and  it  is  now  possible 
to  obtain  hot  water  for  baths  during  the  summer  months  without 
having  recourse  to  the  apparatus.  The  same  apparatus 
which  is  in  use  for  providing  heat  through  the  radiators  and  pipes 
in  the  wards  also  provides  the  hot  water  for  the  baths.  As  a gas 
geyser  had  already  been  provided  in  connection  with  the  Diphtheria 
Block,  hot  water  for  baths  can  now  be  obtained  independently 
of  the  heating  apparatus  which  is  not  in  use  during  the  summer 
months.  A small  gas  geyser  was  also  fitted  in  the  bathroom  in  the 
nurses’  quarters. 


DISINFECTION. 


The  following  are  particulars  in 

regard  to  disinfection  of  rooms 

and  bedding  : — 

Disinfection. 

Rooms. 

Bedding. 

After  Scarlet  Fever 

52 

48 

,,  Diphtheria  

14 

11 

,,  Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

,,  Erysipelas  

- 

- 

,,  other  Diseases 

38 

22 

105 

82 

... 

~ 

Seven  of  the  rooms  were  sprayed  with  formalin,  the  remainder 
were  disinfected  with  formalin  vapour. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  1914. 
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The  whole  of  Ihe  bedding  and  the  following  articles  were 
disinfected  by  steam  : — 

61  Articles  of  Clothing. 

19  Shawls. 

12  Cushions. 

19  Towels. 

20  Rugs  and  Carpets. 

51  Miscellaneous  Articles. 

In  addition,  the  owners  of  nine  houses  were  requested  to 
scrape  and  cleanse  walls  and  ceilings  under  Section  5 of  the  In- 
fectious Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
further  spread  of  the  disease. 

During  the  latter  end  of  December  the  whole  of  the  rooms 
in  the  Scudamore  Schools  was  fumigated  with  sulphur  after  being 
vacated  by  the  Reserve  Batt.  Herefordshire  Regiment  (T.) 

SMART  POX. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 

Smallpox  is  not  uncommonly  spread  by  gipsies  and  others  of 
the  vagrant  class,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  there  should  be 
some  means  of  dealing  with  these  persons,  who  are  often  a danger 
to  the  community.  In  the  Annual  Report  for  1908  I referred  on 
pages  46  and  47  to  the  cases  which  had  occurred  during  the  previous 
30  years. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  Moore,  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  for 
the  table  which  follows  in  regard  to  vaccination.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  number  of  so-called  “conscientious”  objections  is  un- 
fortunately increasing,  it  amounted  to  nearly  50  per  cent,  of 
births.  Particulars  in  regard  to  percentage  of  school  children 
vaccinated  is  given  later  in  the  report. 

It  is  only  by  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  that  a community 
can  be  protected  against  Smallpox. 

PHTHISIS. 

Twenty-eight  deaths  of  14  males  and  14  females  occurred 
from  this  disease  during  1914.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation was  1.2  compared  with  1 per  1,000  in  1913. 

The  ages  were  as  follows  : — 

1-2  2-5  5-10  15-20  20-25  -25-35  35-45  45-55  55-65 
Years  ...  m.  f.  m.  f.  m.  f.  m.  f.  m.  f.  m.  f.  m.  f.  m.  f.  m.  f. 

Number  1 1 1 3 24164221 

There  were  10  deaths  in  Ledbury  Ward,  8 in  Leominster  Ward, 
and  10  in  Monmouth  Ward.  The  deaths  of  2 males  occurred  in 
the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  and  of  1 male  in  the  Work- 
house. 


VACCINATION. 
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On  page  46,  Annual  Report  for  1909,  a table  is  given  showing 
the  death-rates  per  1,000  from  Phthisis  for  the  city  and  also  the 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  since  1876. 


Notifications. 

Eighty-four  notifications  of  Phthisis  were  received  under  the 
Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912.  Twenty-three 
notifications  were  received  from  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 
4 from  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  5 from  the  Workhouse 
and  one  case  was  notified  by  me  as  School  Medical  Officer.  The 
notifications  were  in  respect  to  42  males  and  42  females. 

The  ages  of  the  cases  notified  were  as  follows  : — 

0-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-25  25-35  35-45  45-55  55-65  65-75 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

i i 6 ii  5 33  43  76  7 12  51  32  13- 

Further  reference  to  the  cases  notified  from  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  is  given  in  the  School  Report. 

It  will  be  seen  that  half  the  cases  occurred  below  the  age  of 
25  years,  and  that  27  (one-third)  occurred  among  children,  12  boys 
and  15  girls.  The  ages  of  the  children  were  as  follows  : — 

Age  in  years  ...  4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12 

Boys  1 - 3 1 1 1 1 2 2 

Girls  123213  1 1 1 

Further  reference  to  the  occurrence  of  the  disease  among 
school  children  is  made  later  in  the  School  Report. 

Full  enquiries  were  made  in  connection  with  77  cases.  Of  the 
remainder,  two  males  and  a female  who  were  treated  in  the  Work- 
house  had  no  fixed  address  in  the  town.  A male  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  a Hospital  in  Bristol  ; a female  died  before  the  visit. 

Of  the  42  males  notified  5 died  within  the  year,  and  the  period 
after  notification  was  as  follows: — 3 days  (1),  1 month  (1),  3 
months  (1),  3J  months  (1),  4 months  (1). 

Of  the  42  females  notified  5 died  within  the  year,  and  the 
period  after  notification  was  as  follows  : — 6 days  (1),  8 days  (1), 
17  days  (1),  1 month  (1),  and  5^  months  (1). 

Duration  of  Illness. — The  following  particulars  were 
obtained  : — 

In  4 cases  the  illness  had  lasted  1 to  2 months. 

2 ,,  ,,  2 ,, 

•>  7 ” >>  3 >> 

,,  6 ,,  ,,  4 >> 

„ 1 case  ,,  5 
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In  io  cases  the  illness  had  lasted  6 months 


, i case 
, 2 cases 
, i case 
, II  cases 

>5  >> 

i io  >>  « 
, i case 
, 3 cases 
, 2 „ 

, i case 
, 4 cases 


f i 


7 

8 „ 

9 

i 

a few  months, 
some 

1 year. 

2 years. 

3 >> 

5 

a few  years, 
some  years. 


In  ii  cases  the  particulars  were  not  obtained.  The  illness 
had  lasted  less  than  6 months  in  one-third  of  the  cases,  and  less 
than  a year  in  rather  less  than  two-thirds. 


Continued  Working. — It  is  interesting  to  note  for  what 
period  work  was  continued  after  the  onset  of  the  disease. 


For  i week 
,,  2 weeks 

3 >> 

,,  i month 
,,  2 months  ... 

„ 3 „ 

4 » 

„ 6 „ 

,,  a few  months 
,,  io  months 
,,  i year 
„ 4 years  ... 

,,  some  years 
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4 
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i 
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had  continued  working. 


1 1 


Six  males  and  3 females  were  at  work  when  the  enquiries 
were  made. 


Family  History  of  Phthisis. — There  was  a history  in  26  out 
of  70  cases  where  information  was  obtained.  The  following  rela- 
tives had  died  from  Phthisis  : — 

Mother’s  side  : — Mother ; aunt  died  and  husband  had  the 
disease  at  time  of  enquiry  ; two  aunts  in  one  case  and  one  aunt 
in  two  other  cases  ; mother  and  grandmother  ; mother  and  brother 
were  suffering  from  the  disease  ; two  aunts,  an  uncle,  brother  and 
sister  died  and  a sister  was  suffering  from  the  disease  ; mother 
had  suffered  from  the  disease  three  years  previously  ; uncle  and 
a brother  ; grandmother  ; uncle  and  three  brothers  ; an  uncle 
had  the  disease  at  the  time  of  enquiry ; an  uncle  and  the 
mother  suffered  from  the  disease. 
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Father's  side  : — Aunt ; uncle  and  aunt  (mother’s  side). 

Other  : — Two  brothers  a sister  and  nephew  ; a brother  ; in 
two  cases  a brother  died  and  another  brother  had  Tubercular 
Peritonitis  at  the  time  of  enquiry ; husband  in  two  cases ; a 
brother  died  from  Phthisis  and  a sister  from  Tubercular  Meningitis, 
another  sister  had  Phthisis  ; a sister  in  two  cases  was  suffering 
from  the  disease;  a daughter  died  from  the. disease. 

Source  of  Infection. — In  9 cases  there  was  a probable 
source  of  infection  as  follows  Male,  43  years,  from  a nephew  ; 
females,  28,  28  and  38  years  of  age,  from  husband  ; female,  13 
years,  from  sister ; female,  28  years,  from  brother ; female,  9 
years,  from  brother  ; female,  aged  25  years,  from  sister ; in  the 
case  of  a female  aged  38  years  of  age,  infection  was  probably  from 
an  aunt  who  had  been  nursed  by  patient. 

Occupation. — This  was  as  follows  : — 

Males. — In  27  cases  the  information  was  obtained.  Labourers, 
6 (2  employed  in  brickyard)  ; bricklayers,  3 ; insurance  agents,  2 
(1  previously  hairdresser)  ; bakers,  2 ; grocer’s  assistant,  2 ; 
dentist,  1 ; stonebreaker,  1 ; drover,  1 ; warehouseman,  1 ; 
jeweller’s  assistant,  1 ; basket  maker,  1 ; hairdresser,  1 ; traveller, 

1 ; bottler,  1 ; hospital  porter,  1 ; gardener,  1 ; tramp,  1.  In- 
formation was  not  obtained  in  3 cases.  Eleven  of  the  males  were 
school  boys,  a boy  4 years  of  age  did  not  attend  school. 

Females. — Nursemaids,  5 ; cooks,  2 ; shop  assistants  (fruit), 
I ; tailoresses,  2 ; milliner’s  assistant,  1 ; dressmaker’s  assistant,  1 ; 
domestic  servant,  1 ; factory  hand,  1 ; housekeeper  (prison),  1. 
Thirteen  were  school  children ; a child  aged  4 years  did  not 
go  to  school.  Eleven  were  engaged  in  house  work;  one  had  no 
occupation,  and  in  one  case  the  information  was  not  obtained. 

Previous  Illness. — Influenza  had  immediately  preceded  the 
onset  of  the  disease  in  the  case  of  four  males  aged  17,  19,  43  and  45 
years,  and  a female  aged  28  years;  the  male,  45  years,  also 
suffered  from  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  as  complications.  Other 
illnesses  preceding  the  onset  were  as  follows  : — Whooping  Cough, 
female  aged  9 years ; Measles,  male  and  three  females,  aged 
6 years ; Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy,  males  21  and  26  years ; 
Pneumonia,  female  7 years  ; Pleurisy,  males  aged  16  and  40  years  ; 
Bronchitis  originally  caused  by  Measles,  male  8 years  ; Bronchitis 
from  infancy,  female  8 years  ; Nephritis,  male  29  years  ; Chronic 
Dyspepsia,  male  40  years;  Gastritis,  females  35  an(l  4^  >ears, 
Enteritis,  female  4 years.  Three  males  aged  9,  11,  and  12  years 
of  age,  and  5 females  aged  5>  7>  9>  20  years  of  age  verc  said 

to  have  been  delicate  from  infancy. 
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Social  Habits. 

Males. — Of  36  cases  where  the  information  was  obtained, 
5 were  total  abstainers,  17  were  said  to  be  temperate,  and  2 were 
intemperate.  Twelve  were  children. 

Females. — Of  27  cases  where  the  information  was  obtained, 
11  were  total  abstainers,  and  12  were  said  to  be  temperate. 
Fourteen  were  children. 

Previous  Residence. 

In  the  case  of  10  males,  the  disease  had  developed  in  other 
houses  in  the  city,  viz.,  King’s  Acre  Road,  Church  Road,  Ross 
Road,  St.  Martin’s  Street,  Grandstand  Road  (2),  Harold  Street, 
Blue  School  Street  (back-to-back  house)  Eign  Road,  Barton 
Road  ; in  the  case  of  3 females,  Commercial  Road,  Inner 
Friars,  and  Canal  Road. 

Three  males  had  developed  the  disease  in  Herefordshire  at 
Allensmore,  Hagley,  and  at  Bucknall,  and  had  been  admitted  to 
the  Workhouse.  Another  male  admitted  to  the  same  institution 
belonged  to  the  vagrant  class. 

Two  females  had  developed  the  disease  in  Herefordshire,  at 
King’s  Pvon  and  Allensmore  ; six  other  females  contracted  the 
disease  in  Malvern,  New  Tredegar,  Birmingham,  Tamworth  (near 
Birmingham),  and  Elsberry.  A female  was  admitted  to  the  Work- 
house  who  had  previously  been  in  the  Islington  Union  Infirmary. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Houses  Visited. 


4 houses  had  2 rooms.* 
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* Not  including  scullery  or  cellar. 
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Sixty-eight  houses  contained  a scullery  and  32  a cellar. 
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The  number  of  occupants,  including  the  consumptive,  was  as 
follows : — 


In  2 houses  there  was  i person. 
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The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  was  4.7. 

One  house  with  two  bedrooms  was  overcrowded,  it  contained 
4 adults  and  3 children.  A house  with  2 bedrooms  contained  2 
adults  and  5 children. 

Sixty-eight  of  the  79  houses  were  under  a rental  of  £16  a year. 
One  house  was  back-to-back,  and  in  connection  with  two  houses  t here 
was  no  through  ventilation.  Several  houses  had  insuificient  light. 
In  13  houses  the  living  room  was  damp  ; in  connection  with  two 
of  these  houses  there  were  dilapidations,  and  in  connection  with 
another  house  an  improperly  trapped  yard  gully.  Five  houses 
were  dirty  and  in  connection  with  one  of  these  houses  there  was  a 
nuisance  from  flies. 

The  drainage  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  but  in  connection 
with  two  houses  there  were  improperly  trapped  yard  gullies,  and 
at  another  house  there  was  an  insanitary  water  closet. 


Precautions  Taken. 

1.  At  Home. — In  30  houses  a separate  bedroom,  and  in  one 
house  the  living  room  was  used  by  the  consumptive,  and  in  9 other 
cases  although  a separate  bedroom  was  not  available  a separate 
bed  was  used.  Three  males  and  one  female  were  admitted  to 
the  Workhouse  from  outside  districts,  and  in  one  case  a male  was 
afterwards  removed  to  the  Workhouse  ; no  special  provision  is 
made  in  the  institution  for  these  cases. 

In  regard  to  the  disposal  of  sputum,  this  was  received  into  a 
vessel  containing  disinfectant  in  9 cases,  into  a vessel  without 
disinfectant  in  14  .cases,  and  into  a special  spit  bottle  in  10  cases. 

In  16  instances  the  sputum  was  received  on  to  paper  and  rags 
and  burnt,  and  in  5 cases  direct  to  the  fire.  In  22  cases,  mostly 
children,  there  was  said  to  lie  very  little  expectoration. 

2.  At  Work. — In  some  cases  rags  were  used  and  afterwards 
burnt,  and  in  other  cases  where  a spit  bottle  was  provided  this  was 
used. 

Disinfection. — After  death.  27  rooms  and  22  lots  of  bedding 
were  disinfected. 
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OTHER  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Five  deaths  occurred  during  1914  from  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  than  Phthisis  of  4 males  and  1 female.  The  rate 
per  i,ooo  of  the  population  was  .21  compared  with  .26  in  1913. 

The  ages  in  years  were  as  follows  : — 

1-2  2-5  20-25 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

i - 3 - “I 

There  were  3 deaths  in  Ledbury  Ward  and  2 in  Leominster 
Ward. 

Notifications. — Lender  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1912,  20  notifications  were  received  in  respect  to  11 
males  and  9 females.  Five  notifications  were  received  from  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  2 from  the  Tuberculosis  Dis- 
pensary, and  the  remainder  from  private  practitioners. 

The  ages  of  the  notified  cases  were  as  follows  : — 

Age  periods  0-1  1-2  2-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-25  25~35  35"45 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 
No.  of  cases...  1-1-  11-12  1 22  1 42  - 1 - 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  parts  affected  are  as  follows  : — 

Glands  of  neck 

(a)  Both  sides.  Male,  aged  16  years. 

Females,  aged  4,  8,  17,  20  and  22  years. 

(b)  One  side.  Females,  aged  12  and  17  years. 

Glands  generally.  Male,  aged  11  months. 

Mesenteric  glands.  Male,  aged  30  years. 

Larynx.  Male,  aged  40  years. 

Hip  (right).  Male,  aged  19  years. 

Peritoneum.  Males,  aged  18  months  and  14  years. 

Female,  aged  22  years. 

Eyes  and  right  leg.  Male,  aged  14  years. 

Ankles  and  left  little  finger.  Male,  aged  21  years. 

Knee  (left).  Female,  aged  20  years. 

Testicle.  Male,  aged  27  years. 

General  Tuberculosis.  Male,  aged  2 years. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  10  cases  the  glands  were  affected,  and  in 
4 cases  the  bones  or  joints. 

Full  enquiries  were  made  in  connection  with  18  cases.  Of 
the  two  remaining  cases,  one  resided  in  the  Working  Boys’  Home. 

Of  the  11  males  notified,  none  died  within  the  year.  A 
female  aged  22  years  died  17  days  after  the  case  was  notified. 
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Duration  of  Illness. — The  following  particulars  were  ob- 
tained : — 

In  i case  the  disease  had  lasted  a few  weeks. 
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Hereditary  Pre-disposition. — In  one  case  the  father  had 
died  from  Phthisis  and  a brother  from  tubercular  disease  ; in 
another  case  two  males  on  the  father’s  side  had  died  from  Phthisis  ; 
in  another  case  an  aunt  and  female  cousin  on  father’s  side  died  from 
Phthisis.  In  the  following  cases  other  relatives  were  suffering 
from  tubercular  disease  : — father  from  Phthisis  ; a brother  from 
Phthisis,  and  another  brother  had  died  from  this  disease.  In 
one  case  the  mother  had  suffered  from  tubercular  glands  of  the 
neck  some  years  previous  to  the  enquiry,  and  in  another  case  a 
father  had  suffered  from  tubercular  disease  in  the  left  ankle. 


No  information  was  obtained  in  two  cases. 

Previous  Illness. — A male,  aged  30,  had  suffered  from  tuber- 
cular abscesses  in  the  left  axilla  during  the  preceding  12  months. 
A male  aged  11  months  had  suffered  from  bronchitis  previous 
to  the  onset  of  tubercular  disease.  A female  aged  22  years  had 
been  affected  with  rheumatic  fever  3 years  before  the  onset  of 
tubercular  disease,  and  another  female,  aged  4 years,  wTas  affected 
with  infantile  paralysis. 

Social  Habits.— Two  males  and  three  females  were  total 
abstainers,  and  two  males  and  two  females  were  said  to  be 
temperate.  There  were  8 children. 

Occupation. — The  following  occupations  were  followed  : 
Males. — builder  1,  plumber’s  assistant  1,  labourer  on  railway  I, 
assistant  in  chemist’s  shop  1,  gardener  1.  Females.-  designer  in 
tile  works  1,  laundress  1,  bottle  washers  (cider)  2,  assistant  in 
music  shop  1,  domestic  servant  1. 

One  male  was  an  idiot  and  followed  no  occupation. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Houses  \ isited. 
C houses  had  3 rooms. 

2 4 

4 > > 5 

4 6 

I house  had  7 ,, 

1 8 ,, 


35 


One  boy  resided  in  the  Working  Boys’  Home. 

In  8 houses  there  were  2 bedrooms. 

,,  6 ,,  )i  3 ” 

11  2 ,,  11  4 ” 

11^  II  M 5 * * 

Seventeen  houses  had  a scullery  and  7 a cellar. 

The  number  of  occupants,  including  the  person  affected  with 
tuberculosis  was  as  follows  : — 

In  1 house  there  were  2 persons. 

,,  3 houses 
„ 8 

11  3 ” 

,,  1 house 


The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  was  5. 

Previous  Residence. — Two  females  had  previously  resided 
at  other  addresses  in  the  town.  In  the  case  of  two  males,  there 
had  been  residence  for  only  a short  period  in  Hereford,  one  male 
had  lived  in  Tredegar  and  the  other  in  Birmingham. 

Control  over  Tuberculosis. 

After  receipt  of  a notification  a visit  is  made  to  the  house  in 
the  majority  of  cases  by  myself,  the  conditions  investigated,  and 
instructions  given  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
the  disease.  Subsequent  visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitor 
as  follows 

(а)  Phthisis — 20  cases  1 visit  ; in  5 cases  2 visits  ; in  6 cases 
3 visits  ; in  4 cases  4 visits  ; in  3 cases  5 visits  ; and  also  10  addi- 
tional visits. 

(б)  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis — in  3 cases  1 visit  ; in  1 case 
2 visits  ; in  2 cases  3 visits  ; and  in  1 case  4 visits.  In  addition 
65  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  cases  of  Phthisis  which 
had  been  notified  previous  to  1914,  the  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 
in  connection  with  10  cases  there  was  1 visit  ; in  3 cases  2 
visits  ; in  7 cases  3 visits  ; in  3 cases  4 visits  ; and  in  1 case  5 
visits  ; and  further  visits  were  made  in  11  cases. 

Seventeen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  cases  of  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified  previous  to  1914  as  follows  : — 
in  connection  with  2 cases  there  was  1 visit ; in  2 cases  2 
visits  ; in  1 case  3 visits  : and  further  visits  were  made  in  8 cases. 

There  are  at  present,  according  to  notifications  received  up 
to  end  of  1914,  99  persons  affected  with  Phthisis  in  this  town,  54 
males  and  45  females. 
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At  the  time  of  the  visit  enquiry  is  made  in  regard  to  illness 
among  other  members  of  the  family  with  a view  to  detecting  early 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

Disinfectant  is  supplied  free  in  connection  with  cases  of  Con- 
sumption, and  rooms  and  bedding  are  disinfected  after  a death 
from  the  disease. 

During  the  year  12  cases  of  Consumption  were  treated  in 
Sanatoria  ; io  were  sent  to  Cranham  Lodge  Sanatorium  by  the 
Herefordshire  National  Insurance  Committee,  and  2 were  treated 
in  other  Sanatoria.  One  case  was  sent  to  the  Workhouse. 

A site  has  not  yet  been  selected  by  the  Herefordshire  County 
Council  for  a Sanatorium  ; such  an  institution  is  urgently  needed. 
It  is  most  important  that  provision  should  be  made  for  advanced 
cases,  as  well  as  early  cases,  as  it  is  persons  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  the  disease  who  are  most  likely  to  convey  the  infection  to  others. 

A good  many  persons  affected  with  Tuberculosis  have  attended 
the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  treatment  during  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  Consumption  and  other  Tubercular  diseases 
is  still  high.  A good  deal  still  remains  to  be  done  in  regard  to 
housing  ; this  matter  is  referred  to  later  in  the  Report.  In  a good 
many  houses  of  the  working  classes  sufficient  use  is  not  made  of 
fresh  air  ; there  is  no  reason  why  bedroom  windows  should  not 
be  left  open  all  the  year  round,  even  in  the  winter  months  they 
can  be  left  open  for  a short  distance  at  the  top. 

Persons  poorly  nourished  more  readily  fall  victims  to  Tuber- 
culosis ; in  some  cases  poor  nourishment  is  due  to  improperly 
cooked  food,  and  in  other  cases  to  insufficient  food. 

Intemperance  is  an  important  factor  in  the  causation  of 
the  disease,  and  even  where  there  is  no  intemperance  money, 
which  is  necessary  to  provide  a sufficient  amount  of  nourishing 
food  for  the  family,  is  sometimes  expended  on  alcohol. 

Tuberculosis  in  Cows. 

On  pages  73-77,  Annual  Report  for  1909,  and  on  page  34, 
Report  for  1910,  an  account  is  given  of  the  methods  adopted  in 
this  country  and  on  the  continent  in  connection  with  the  eradi- 
cation of  Tuberculosis  in  cows.  An  account  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  of  1913  was  given  on  page  36,  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

A new  Tuberculosis  Order  came  into  force  in  July,  but  this 
was  suspended  in  August. 

Up  to  the  end  of  July  notifications  in  connection  with  11  cows 
and  1 bullock  were  received  ; 9 were  notified  by  the  owners  and 
one  by  a Police  Inspector.  The  examination  of  the  latter  by  the 
Veterinary  Inspector  led  to  the  detection  of  Tuberculosis  in  two 
other  cows  on  the  same  farm. 
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Three  cows  and  a heifer  were  found  to  be  free  from  the  disease, 
and  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  an  advanced  stage  was  found  in 
respect  to  the  io  other  cows  slaughtered. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  whole  of  the  bacteriological  work  was  carried  out  at  the 
County  and  City  Laboratory,  and  47  specimens  were  examined 
by  myself. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the 
specimens  : — 

Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli. 


For  Diagnosis 

Positive. 

*10 

Negative. 

21 

Total 

3i 

(not  including  contacts) 
For  Disinfection 

12 

53 

65 

Contacts  for  Diagnosis 

7 

54 

61 

Total  

29 

128 

157 

*One  Suspicious. 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Positive.  Negative.  Total. 

*15  33  48 

*One  Suspicious. 

Eleven  of  the  specimens  were  examined  from  five  persons. 

Blood  for  Widal  Reaction. 

One  specimen  of  blood  was  examined  for  Widal  reaction  and 
gave  a doubtful  result.  This  patient  was  a private  in  the  Reserve 
Battalion  Herefordshire  Regiment  (T.)  and  was  admitted  to 
Tupsley  Isolation  Hospital. 

General  Remarks. — No  Diphtheria  patient  was  discharged 
from  the  Isolation  Hospital  until  two  swabs,  taken  at  an  interval 
of  a week,  gave  negative  results  in  respect  to  diphtheria  bacilli. 
Altogether  51  swabs  were  taken  at  the  Hospital  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  case  of  swabs  taken  from  diphtheria  contacts  (children) 
which  were  positive,  the  child  was  not  allowed  to  return  to 
school  until  the  throat  was  free  from  infection. 

Water  Analysis. 

During  the  year  nine  samples  of  the  City  water  were  examined 
bacterio logically  and  the  results  were  uniformly  satisfactory.  Four 
samples  were  taken  from  the  laboratory  tap  and  five  were  of  the 
water  after  leaving  the  sand  filter  beds. 

In  August,  on  account  of  a growth  of  green  algae  on  the 
surface  of  the  beds,  there  was  some  interference  with  the  filtration, 
but  after  skimming  the  beds  became  quite  efficient  again. 
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The  average  number  of  organisms  (as  the  result  of  the 
examination  of  7 samples)  which  grew  on  gelatine  was  17  and  on 
agar  9.  The  colonies  on  gelatine  were  counted  on  the  third  day 
and  the  agar  colonies  after  48  hours  incubation. 

The  eighth  sample  contained  rather  over  100  colonies  per  c.c. 
on  gelatine  and  12  on  agar. 

In  the  majority  of  the  samples  the  bacilli  coli  and  streptococci 
were  absent  from  100  c.c.  of  the  water. 

Chemical  Analysis. — Two  analyses  of  samples  of  well  water 
were  carried  out  at  the  County  and  City  Laboratory.  Both 
samples  were  found  to  be  contaminated  and  unfit  for  drinking 
purposes.  In  respect  to  one  well  supplying  four  houses,  the  town 
water  supply  was  connected  ; in  regard  to  the  other  well  the 
town  water  was  already  connected,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the 
well  water  should  not  be  used  for  drinking  or  domestic  purposes. 


CANCER. 


There  were  altogether  28  deaths  from  this  disease  of  13  males 
and  15  females;  the  rate  was  r2  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
Nine  deaths  occurred  in  Ledbury  Ward,  11  in  Leominster  Ward, 
and  8 in  Monmouth  Ward.  The  ages  at  death  are  given  in 
Table  A (Appendix). 

The  parts  affected  were  as  follows  : — 


Part. 

Males. 

Females. 

T otal. 

Breast 

— 

4 

4 

Neck  

1 

- 

1 

Oesophagus  

2 

- 

2 

Stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Liver 

2 

— 

2 

Gall  Bladder 

1 

1 

Colon  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Omentum  

- 

1 

1 

Rectum  ...  

3 

2 

5 

Uterus  

- 

1 

1 

Urethra  

- 

2 

2 

Bladder 

- 

1 

1 

Larynx  

1 

— 

1 

Lung 

— 

1 

1 

Leg  

1 

I 

13 

15 

28 

Further  reference  to  the  disease  is  made  on  pages  42  ami  43 
Annual  Report  for  1911,  and  page  39.  Annual  Report  for  1913, 
In  the  latter  report  an  account  was  given  of  the  predisposing  causes 


to  the  disease. 
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In  a recent  report  of  the  “ Imperial  Cancer . Research 
Committee,”  issued  in  1914,  information  is  given  in  respect 
to  cancer  areas,  cancer  houses,  and  there  was  lound  to  be 
no  positive  evidence  of  any  kind  whatsoever.  “ In  the  course  ot 
years  it  was  quite  natural  that  a number  of  cases  should  occur 
in  a village,  a street,  a house,  or  even  a family  which  had  inhabited 
the  same  house  for  generations,  without  the  numbers  necessarily 
meaning  anything  more  than  what  was  to  be  expected  accort  ing 
to  the  theory  of  probabilities.  This  criticism  applied  without 
exception  to  all  statements  as  to  cancer  houses,  cancer  streets, 
and  cancer  villages,  which  had  been  adduced  as  evidence  that 
cancer  was  infective.  So  far  as  the  investigations  into  cancer 
houses  ’ and  ‘ cancer  areas  ’ had  proceeded,  they  showed  that 
both  were  myths.” 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASE. 

During  1914  there  were  21  deaths  from  Pneumonia  (Broncho- 
pneumonia 10,  Lobar  Pneumonia  11)  of  14  males  and  7 females, 
4 deaths  were  also  attributed  to  Pulmonary  Congestion,  'there 
were  7 deaths  from  Asthma  of  5 males  and  2 females,  and  one  death 
of  a male  from  Gangrene  of  the  Lungs.  Particulars  in  regard  to 
ages  are  given  in  Table  A (Appendix). 

Five  deaths  from  respiratory  disease  occurred  during  the 
first  quarter,  13  during  the  second  quarter,  8 during  the  third 
quarter,  and  7 during  the  last  quarter.  The  respiratory  rate  was 
1.4  per  1,000. 

Further  reference  to  the  disease  is  made  on  page  43,  Annual 
Report  for  1911. 

ALCOHOLISM. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Alcoholism  in  1 9 1 4 > but  6 deaths 
occurred  from  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver  which  is  usually  associated. 
The  deaths  were  of  males  aged  45,  46,  48,  49,  54,  and  72  years. 
Alcoholism  is  often  indirectly  the  cause  of  diseases  of  the  heart, 
kidneys  and  other  organs  ; intemperance  is  also  known  to  be  a 
predisposing  cause  of  Phthisis  and  Pneumonia. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Heart  Disease. — Forty-four  deaths  occurred  from  this 
disease  of  17  males  and  27  females.  The  age-periods  are  given 
in  Table  A (Appendix).  Thirteen  deaths  occurred  at  the  age 
period  65-75  years,  and  9 at  ages  of  75  years  and  upwards. 

Old  Age. — Of  the  34  deaths  which  occurred  from  tins  cause, 
18  occurred  between  the  ages  of  75  and  85  years,  and  11  at  ages 
of  85  and  upwards.  A male  reached  the  age  of  90  years  and  two 
females  the  ages  of  91  and  95  years. 

Venereal  Disease. — Two  children  (male  and  female)  aged 
2 months,  died  from  Congenital  Syphilis.  A male  aged  39  years 
died  in  an  asylum  from  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

v There  is  only  one  registered  Common  Lodging-house  in  the 
£ty>  7-  Little  Berrington  Street,  with  accommodation  for  16  males. 
These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  con- 
dition. 


HOUSING. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  action  taken  during 
1914  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909  : — 


No.  of 
Dwelling- 
houses 
inspected 
under  and  for 
the  purposes 
of  Section  17. 

Number 
considered  to 
bo  in  a state 
so  dangerous 
or 

injurious  to 
health  as  to 
be  unfit  for 
human 
habitation. 

Number  of 
representa- 
tions made 
to  the  Local 
Authority 
with  a 
view  to 
closing  orders 
being 
made. 

Number 

of 

Closing  Orders 
made. 

Number  of 
Dwelling- 
houses  the 
defects  in 
which  were 
remedied 
without  the 
making 
of  Closing 
Orders. 

Number  of 
Dwelling- 
houses  which, 
after  the 
making  of 
Closing 
Orders,  wore 
put  in  a 
fit  state  for 
human 
habitation. 

Number 

of 

Demolition 

Orders 

made. 

167 

6 

6 

0 

4 

0 

5* 

Number  of 
Dwelling- 
houses 
Demolished. 

SECTION  15  (3). 

Number  of 
Notices  not 
complied  with 
at  end  of  1913. 

Number  of 
Dwelling-houses 
in  respect  of 
which 

Notices  were 
given 

during  1914. 

Number  of 
Dwelling-houso6 
made  in  all 
respects 
reasonably  fit 
for  human 
habitation  during 
1914. 

Number  of 
Notices  not 
complied  with 
at  the  end 
of  1914. 

Houses  at 
which 
renovations 
were  in  progress 
at  end  of  1914. 

0 

10 

47 

45 

12 

15 

*One  was  demolished  in  February,  1915,  and  four  were  under  consideration 

at  the  end  of  the  year. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  preceding  tables  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases  the  defects  in  the  dwelling-houses  were  remedied  without 
the  making  of  closing  orders. 

A good  deal  of  work  has  been  carried  out  under  Section  15 
of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909.  Under  this 
section  houses  at  a rental  of  £16  a year  or  under  can  be  dealt  with 
where  there  has  been  a change  of  tenancy  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

Under  Article  1 (3)  of  the  above  Regulations,  during  the 
year,  184  dwelling-houses  were  added  to  the  list  of  dwelling-houses, 
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the  early  inspection  of  which  was  desirable  ; no  were  inspected, 
including  one  on  the  list  of  26  at  the  end  of  1913.  and  leaving 
83  to  be  inspected. 

The  following  is  the  action  taken  in  respect  to  the  no 
dwelling-houses  inspected  : — 

1.  Houses  in  respect  to  which  written  or  verbal  details 

of  the  necessary  works  were  given  to  the  owners  ...  97 


2.  Houses  in  respect  to  which  no  action  was  necessary  ...  2 

3.  Houses  at  which  the  necessary  works  were  in  progress 

at  the  time  of  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

4.  Houses  in  respect  to  which  action  was  suspended  on 

account  of  the  advanced  age  of  the  occupier  ...  1 

5.  Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 

consideration  of  making  Closing  Order  postponed...  1 

6.  Houses  in  respect  of  which  action  is  postponed  until 

1915  pending  inspection  of  remainder  of  property  ...  3 


no 


During  the  year  a thorough  inspection  has  been  made  by 
Mr.  Protheroe  of  167  houses,  inclusive  of  several  large  residences, 
and  this  necessitated  the  serving  of  218  notices  to  remedy  defects 
or  insanitary  conditions. 


The  following  are  particulars  of  the  defects  found  : — 

Insufficient  ventilation  or  fighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Damp  walls  or  floors  through  absence  of  damp  courses, 
defective  roofs  or  spouting,  or  weatherside  walls  ...  40 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  condition  of  interior  of  houses  ...  82 

Absence  of  pantries  22 

Dark  and  unventilated  pantries  ...  8 

Defective  roofs  and  spouting...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Obstructed,  defective  or  insufficient  drainage  33 

Defective  or  absence  of  paving  28 

Insanitary  or  absence  of  sinks  38 

Defective  or  insanitary  water-closets  and  privies 53 

Insufficient  water-closet  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  of  refuse  and  insanitary  ashpits 5 

Disused  well  1 
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• Accommodation  and  Persons. — The  following  table  shows 
the  number  of  houses  inspected,  together  with  their  description, 
number  of  rooms  and  inmates  : — 


DESCRIl’TION. 

Inmates. 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Through 

Ventila- 

tion. 

Partly 

through 

V entila- 
tion. 

No 

through 

Ventila- 

tion. 

Back 

to 

back. 

Houses 

void. 

Rooms. 

Over  14. 

Under  14. 

Total. 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

27 

4 

6 

2 

15 

4 

2 

32 

11 

43 

16 

12 

1 

3 

5 

3 

27 

19 

46 

51 

49 

2 

... 

10 

4 

100 

70 

170 

42 

42 

... 

... 

5 

5 

108 

52 

160 

21 

21 

... 

... 

6 

6 

56 

20 

76 

4 

4 

... 

... 

8 

14 

8 

22 

5 

5 

... 

... 

2 

9 

& over 

9 

8 

17 

167 

137 

9 

3 

18 

1 

1 co 

347 

188 

535 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  accommodation  and  rents  are  as 
follows  : — 


Houses  containing  I room  : — 

1 at  1/6  per  week. 
Houses  containing  z rooms  : — 

20  Almshouses. 

3 at  3 /-  per  week. 

4 » 3/6 

Houses  containing  3 rooms  : — 

2 at  3/-  per  week. 

3 „ 3/2 

2 „ 3/6 

1 3/9 

1 „ 3/io  „ 

3 >>  4 /—  >> 

2 „ 4/3 

1 „ 4/6 

1 » 51- 

Houses  containing  4 rooms  : — 

I at  3/-  per  week. 
7 3/6 

1 ..  3/9 

7 » 4/- 

2 >}  4/3  j> 
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Houses  containing  4 rooms — cont. 

6 at  4/6  per  week 

1 „ 4/0 

15  ■,  5/- 

4 » 5/3 

2 „ 5/6 

3-59 

2 ,,  61- 

Houses  containing  5 rooms  : — 

3 at  3/6  per  week. 

1 „ 3/io 

3 >>  4/—  >> 

1 ,,  4/3 

1 >>  4/6  »> 

12  „ 5/- 

3 ..  5/6 

8 „ 5/9 

7 6/- 

1 „ 6/6 

2 „ 6/9 

Houses  containing  6 rooms  ; — 

4 at  4/6  per  week. 

4 >>  5/"  — 

11  „ 6/- 

1 ..  7/- 

1 „ 7/4 

Houses  containing  8 rooms 

1 at  5/9  Per  week. 

1 ,,  8/3 

1 „ n/6  „ 

1 „ 13/-  - 

Houses  containing  9 rooms  owd  oi;er  : — 

2 at  9/6  per  week. 

1 „ 15/-  M 

1 „ 15/6  „ 

1 „ 30/-  „ 

Scullery,  back-kitchen,  and  cellar  are  not  included  in  the  term 
‘ room.’ 

Lighting  and  Ventilation.— In  over  one-third  of  the  houses 
there  was  insufficient  lighting  or  ventilation.  In  connection  with 
21  houses  there  was  no  through  ventilation  ; 18  of  these  houses 
were  back-to-back.  In  9 other  houses  the  through  ventilation 
was  only  partial. 
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Accommodation. — Sixteen  per  cent,  of  the  houses  contained 
one  bedroom  ; 40  per  cent  two  bedrooms  ; 25  per  cent  three  bed- 
rooms, and  the  remainder  four  bedrooms  and  over. 


Number  of  Inmates. — In  the  houses  containing  one  bedroom 
the  average  number  of  persons  was  less  than  2 per  house.  Of 
the  houses  containing  two  bedrooms  the  average  number  of  persons 
per  house  was  3.2,  and  in  connection  with  houses  with  3 bedrooms 
3 per  house.  The  average  number  of  persons  in  the  167  houses 
was  3.2  per  house. 

Rents  of  Houses. — There  were  20  almshouses  and  4 houses 
let  at  a rental  of  15/-  a week  and  over.  The  following  is  a sum- 
mary of  the  rents  of  the  remaining  houses,  inclusive  of  rates  ; 
rates  are  usually  exclusive  in  houses  at  a rental  of  6/6  a week  and 
upwards. 


Rents  in  shillings 
per  week 

One-roomed  house 
Two -roomed  houses 
Three  „ ,, 

Four 

Five  ,,  ,, 

Six  ,,  ,, 

Eight  ,, 


1-2  3-4  4-5  5-6  6-7  7-8  8-9  9-10  11-12  13-14 

I — — — — — — — 


961  — 

- 9 16  24  2 - - - 

- 4 5 23  10  - 

- - 4 4 11  2 


Total 1 29  31  53  23  2 1 1 - 1 


The  rents  of  41  per  cent,  of  the  houses  were  under  5/-  a week, 
and  77  per  cent,  (the  large  majority)  under  6/-  a week. 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated. — Thirty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  houses 
were  in  a dirty  and  dilapidated  condition  ; this  latter  includes 
defective  plaster,  brickwork  or  woodwork. 

Dampness. — Twenty-four  per  cent,  of  the  houses  were  damp  ; 
this  is  injurious  to  health  and  should  be  remedied  without  delay. 

Other  Defects. — The  drainage  was  defective  in  20  per  cent, 
of  the  houses,  and  in  32  per  cent,  the  sanitary  conveniences  were 
defective  or  insanitary.  In  very  few  houses  are  suitable  receptacles 
provided  for  refuse. 

Larders. — These  were  absent  in  the  majority  of  the  houses. 
In  22  houses,  where  it  was  possible  to  provide  a larder,  notices 
were  served  and  complied  with. 
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Baths. — It  is  the  exception  to  find  a bath  in  a working-class 
house.  This  matter  was  referred  to  on  pages  46  and  86,  Annual 
Report  for  1913. 

ADEQUACY  OF  HOUSES,  OVERCROWDING,  Etc. 

In  a recent  volume  of  the  report  on  the  census  of  England 
and  Wales,  1911,  particulars  are  given  in  respect  to  population 
of  parishes,  tenements,  etc.,  and  from  these  particulars  an  estimate 
can  be  obtained  of  the  overcrowding  in  the  City  at  the  time  of  the 
census  in  1911. 


The  particulars  in  regard  to  parishes  are  as  follows 


Parish. 

Population. 

A creage. 

No.  of  persons 

per  Acre. 

All  Saints  

6434 

376 

17. 1 

Holmer  Within  ... 

2267 

1157 

1 .9 

Huntington 

122 

556 

less  than  1 

St.  John  the  Baptist 

S12 

41 

19.8 

St.  Martin’s 

I793 

1146 

1 .5 

St.  Nicholas  

2852 

560 

5 ~ 

St.  Ow'en  

4520 

293 

15-4 

St.  Peter 

2431 

75 

32.4 

The  Vineyard 

10 

15 

less  than  1 

Tupsley 

1327 

812 

1.6 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  acre  for  the  whole  of 
Hereford  City  is  4.4;  the  number  for  Ledbury  Ward  6.8,  Leo- 
minster Ward  4-2,  and  Monmouth  Ward  3.0.  The  average  number 
of  persons  per  inhabited  building  was  4.55  in  1911,  compared 
with  4.68  in  1901.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  ample  accom- 
modation, so  far  as  land  is  concerned,  for  double  or  treble  the  present 
population,  which  at  present  only  increases  at  the  rate  of  about 
120  a year. 

Overcrovvding. — In  Table  27  of  the  census  volume  referred 
to  above,  particulars  are  given  of  the  number  of  persons  in  tene- 
ments of  one  room  and  upwards. 

lhere  are  two  methods  of  estimating  overcrowding,  that 
suggested  by  the  Local  Government,  on  the  basis  of  more  than 
two  occupants  per  room,  and  a second  method  based  on  the  number 
of  occupants  per  bedroom. 

In  the  first  method  the  number  of  occupants  is  ascertained 
and  this  is  divided  by  the  number  of  rooms  (living  rooms  and 
bedrooms),  the  scullery  and  cellar  are  not  included  in  the  number 
of  rooms. 
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The  information  obtained  by  the  first  method  is  given  below  : — 


No.  of  Rooms 
per 

Tenement. 

Total  Number 
of 

Tenements. 

Number  of 
Tenements 
overcrowded. 

Percentage 

of 

overcrowded 

Tenements. 

Population 

of 

overcrowded 

Tenements. 

Total 

Population 

of 

Tenements. 

Percentage 

Population 

over- 

crowded. 

1 

59 

5 

8.4 

17 

85 

20.0 

2 

258 

18 

6.9 

103 

526 

19-5 

3 

356 

24 

6.7 

182 

1238 

14.6 

4 

1192 

24 

2.01 

227 

4780 

4-7 

5 

1207 

6 

•5 

67 

5367 

1.2 

6 

837 

i 

.1 

14 

3769 

•3 

7 

421 

... 

. . . 

... 

1898 

... 

8 

257 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

1202 

... 

9 

133 

. . . 

... 

638 

... 

10  & 
upwards 

325 

• • • 

1790 

Total  ... 

5045 

1 

78 

1 

i-5 

610 

21,293 

2.9 

In  the  second  method  of  estimating  the  amount  of  over- 
crowding it  is  assumed  that  the  average  bedroom  of  a working-class 
house  contains  enough  cubic  space,  on  the  basis  of  300  cubic  feet 
per  adult  and  150  cubic  feet  per  child,  to  accommodate  2 adults 
and  1 child,  or  4 children.  It  is  assumed  that  a family  of  say  5 
persons  contains  2 adults  and  3 children,  and  a family  oi  7 contains 
2 adults  and  5 children.  In  some  cases  there  will  be  a larger  pro- 
portion of  adults,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  cubic  capacity  of 
the  bedroom  will  be  in  some  cases  greater. 


The  information  obtained  by  this  method  is  as  follows  : 


No.  of  Rooms 
per 

Tenement. 

No.  of 
Tenements 
overcrowded.  j 

Percentage 

of 

overcrowded 

Tenements. 

Population 

of 

overcrowded 

Tenements. 

Percentage 

Population 

overcrowded. 

1 

2 

3-3 

8 

9.4 

2 

28 

10.8 

143 

27.1 

3 

8 

2.2 

70 

5-6 

4 

67 

5-6 

571 

11. 9 

5 

1 

less  than  1 

12 

.1 

6 

... 

... 

... 

7 

... 

... 

... 

8 

... 

... 

... 

9 

... 

... 

... 

10  & 
upwards 

• . • 

... 

Total 

106 

| 2.09 

804 

3-7 
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It  will  be  seen  by  each  method  of  estimation  that  the 
overcrowding  is  practically  confined  to  tenements  of  4 rooms  or 
less,  that  the  percentage  of  tenements  overcrowded  is  equal  to 
1.5  by  the  first  method  and  2.09  by  the  second,  the  percentage 
population  overcrowded  being  2.9  and  3.7  respectively. 

In  regard  to  bedroom  accommodation  it  is  generally  found 
that  this  is  the  same  in  a three-roomed  house  as  in  a house  with 
four  rooms. 

By  the  first  method  it  would  appear  that  the  overcrowding 
is  greatest  in  one-roomed  tenements,  and  that  the  two-roomed 
and  three-roomed  tenements  come  next  in  order.  On  the  basis 
of  bedroom  accommodation  which  appears  to  be  a more  accurate 
method  the  overcrowding  is  greatest  in  the  two-roomed  tenements, 
and  the  four-roomed  and  one-roomed  tenements  come  next  in  order. 
The  same  order  appears  in  respect  to  population  living  under 
overcrowded  conditions. 

In  connection  with  the  1901  census,  particulars  of  population 
of  tenements  are  only  given  in  respect  to  tenements  of  4 rooms 
and  under  ; as  overcrowding  is  practically  confined  to  this 
class  of  dwellings,  a fairly  accurate  comparison  can  be  made  in 
regard  to  overcrowding  in  1901  and  in  1911. 

I have  worked  out  the  percentages  by  both  methods,  which 
will  be  referred  to  as  A and  B,  the  former  being  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  method  and  the  latter  the  method  based  on  bedroom 
accommodation. 


1901. 

1911 

No.  of  Rooms 
per 

Tenement. 

No.  of 
Tenements 

Percentage 

of 

overcrowded 

Tenements. 

Percentage 

Population 

overcrowded. 

No.  of 
Tenements. 

Percentage 

of 

overcrowded 

Tenements. 

Percentage 
Population  of 
overcrowded 
Tenements. 

A. 

B. 

A. 

B. 

A. 

B. 

A. 

B. 

1 

61 

4.9 

1.6 

16.4 

6-5 

59 

8.4 

3-3 

20.0 

9.4 

2 

262 

7.2 

11. 8 

2O.7 

29.7 

CO 

«o 

6.9 

10.8 

19-5 

27.I 

3 

271 

8.1 

3-3 

18.2 

8.06 

356 

6-7 

7.2 

I4.6 

5-6 

4 

1070 

3-7 

6.6 

8.4 

14.04 

1192 

2.01 

5-6 

6.7 

II. 9 

Total 

1664 

5-04 

6.7 

II.03 

14.4 

1865 

3-8 

5.6 

7.8 

II. 9 

It  will  be  seen  by  method  A that  there  is  less  overcrowding 
of  the  population  in  1911  as  compared  with  1901,  to  the  extent  o^ 
3 per  cent,  and  by  method  B of  2.5  per  cent.  There  appears  to 
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have  been  more  overcrowding  in  one-roomed  tenements  in  1911 
compared  with  1901,  but  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  respect 
to  tenements  of  two  rooms  and  over. 


Particulars  are  given  in  the  census  volume  already  referred  to 
in  regard  to  population  of  tenements  in  other  districts,  urban  and 
rural,  in  Herefordshire,  and  also  in  Shropshire.  In  connection 
with  each  district  the  percentage  population  living  under  over- 
crowded conditions  is  given.  The  percentage  for.  the  urban 
districts  of  Herefordshire  is  3*5  ^or  the  rural  districts  4.2  , 
with  the  exception  of  Kington  U.D.  1.8  and  Dore  R.D..  I -o,  the 
percentage  for  the  City  is  lower  than  any  other  district  in  the 
County,  and  compares  favourably  with  an  average  percentage  of 
10  for  the  urban  districts  of  Shropshire,  and  with  Shrewsbury, 
which  has  a percentage  of  7.6.  Information  in  respect  to  other 
towns  is  not  at  present  available  for  comparison. 


Informal  notices  were  served  in  two  instances  in  respect  to 
overcrowding  in  the  City  during  the  year,  and  in  other  cases 
suggestions  were  made  in  order  to  remedy  overcrowding. 

The  chief  cause  of  overcrowding  is  the  lack  of  sufficient  houses 
for  the  working  classes,  and  there  are  other  causes  to  which  I will 
briefly  refer. 

There  are  a certain  number  of  persons  residing  in  this  town 
who  depend  for  their  livelihood  on  earnings  obtained  by  casual 
labour,  hop-picking  and  fruit-picking.  These  persons  do  not 
receive  a sufficient  income  to  enable  them  to  pa\  a rent  in 
order  to  provide  sufficient  accommodation  for  themselves  . and 
their  families.  There  are  other  persons  in  the  same  position 
through  illness  or  as  the  result  of  intemperance  : at  least  a quarter 
of  the  poverty  is  caused  through  drink. 

Shortage  of  houses  has  led  in  some  cases  to  rents  being  raised 
unreasonably.  In  some  cases  advantage  is  still  taken  after  repairs 
are  carried  out  to  raise  the  rents  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
amount  spent  ; I know  of  one  case  where  the  rent  of  a house  was 
raised  from  5/6  to  7/-  a week  because  £ 20  had  been  spent  m repairs. 
Although  the  City  is  favourably  placed  in  regard  to  railway  ac- 
commodation, and  the  rates  compare  favourably  with  other  townsof 
the  same  size  and  also  larger  towns,  and  electric  power  is  cheap,  no 
new  industries  have  been  started  of  recent  years.  I have  already 
ffiven  particulars  in  regard  to  occupation  in  another  part  ot  the 


Report. 

Adequacy  of  Houses— During  the  10  years  1901  to  1911 
the  population  of  the  City  increased  5-5  per  cent.  There  were 
2 one-roomed  tenements  less  in  1911  compared  with  1901,  and  the 
number  of  two-roomed  tenements  in  1911  showed  a decrease  ot  4 ; 
on  the  other  hand  there  was  an  increase  in  three-roomed  tenements 
of  85,  equal  to  31  per  cent.,  and  an  increase  in  four-roomed  tene- 
ments of  122,  equal  to  11  per  cent. 
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Particulars  in  respect  to  houses  closed  and  demolished 
between  the  years  1907  and  1911  inclusive,  and  also  of  new 
houses  erected  are  given  on  pages  48-51  of  the  Annual  Report 
of  1911,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  22  houses  were  built  by  private 
enterprise  and  67  houses  (four-roomed)  in  the  Garden  City  at  a 
rental  of  less  than  6/-  a week.  The  need  of  houses  caused 
through  demolition  or  closing  was  met  through  a moving  up. 

During  the  years  1912,  1913  and  1914  there  have  only  been 
ten  houses  built  (in  1912)  to  let  at  rental  of  less  than  6/-  a week  ; 
and  in  consequence  there  has  been  a shortage  of  houses  for  the 
working  classes. 

It  was  these  considerations  that  led  the  Town  Council  to 
apply  to  the  Bocal  Government  Board  for  a loan  of  £ 12,000  to 
enable  62  houses  to  be  erected.  A Bocal  Government  Board 
inquiry  was  held  in  March,  1914,  and  the  consent  of  the  Board  was 
received  later  tor  the  erection  of  the  houses  on  the  four  suggested 
sites.  Building  operations  were  commenced  in  May  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  good  progress  had  been  made  in  the  erection  of  the 
houses.  Each  house  contains  a living-room,  scullery  and  three 
bedrooms  ; a bath  is  provided  in  the  scullery.  A full  description 
will  be  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1915. 

I have  already  mentioned  that  there  was  a slight  decrease 
in  the  number  of  one  and  two-roomed  tenements  in  1911  com- 
pared with  190 1 ; in  1914  through  the  enterprise  of  the  Hereford 
Dwellings  Co.,  Ltd.,  16  houses  of  two  tenements  were  in  course  of 
erection  in  Bewell  Street  on  the  land  belonging  to  the  Corporation, 
and  these  were  practically  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It 
is  proposed  .to  let  these  houses  at  a rental  of  3/6  per  week,  including 
rates,  to  widows  and  spinsters.  Each  house  contains  a living- 
room  and  bedroom,  and  a bath  is  provided  in  connection  with 
each  group  of  2 houses. 

NEW  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  houses  built  in  each  Ward  during  1914  was  as 
follows  : — 

Ledbury  W ard.  Leominster  Ward.  Monmouth  Ward. 

5 25  xo 

Eight  of  the  houses  are  situated  in  Bewell  Street  and  are  let 
at  3s.  6d.  a week  (inclusive  of  rates)  ; at  the  time  of  writing 
another  eight  had  been  completed.  A description  of  these  16  houses 
built  by  the  Hereford  Dwellings  Co.,  Etd.,  will  be  given  in  the  next 
Annual  Report. 

Sixteen  of  the  remaining  houses  are  let  at  rentals  between 
£20  and  £25  a year  ; 13  at  rentals  between  £25  and  £35  ; 3 at 
rentals  of  £35  a year,  in  each  case  exclusive  of  rates. 

Sixteen  of  the  houses  were  built  on  the  Pengrove  Estate. 
There  is  a demand  for  houses  at  rentals  of  £20  to  £50,  as  well  as 


4 


50 


for  houses  at  a lower  rental.  During  1914  no  houses  were  built 
to  let  at  a rental  of  less  than  £ 20  with  the  exception  of  the  eight 
cottages  referred  to  above. 


The  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  town  since  1901  is  shown 
in  the  following  table,  for  which  I am  indebted  to  the  City 
Surveyor. 


Date. 

New 
Houses 
for  which 
Plans  have 
been 

approved. 

Other 

Buildings. 

New 

Houses 

completed 

and 

inspected. 

Other 

Build- 

ings. 

During  the  Year  1901 

79 

6 

43 

7 

„ ,,  1902 

78 

6 

36 

6 

..  I9°3 

50 

12 

65 

11 

„ „ 1904 

5i 

16 

50 

8 

„ „ I9°5 

69 

5 

38 

4 

,,  „ 1906 

78 

14 

r 

x4 

„ „ 1907 

50 

20 

60 

x4 

„ „ 1908 

45 

32 

15 

23 

i9°9 

81 

7 

71 

5 

„ „ 1910 

79 

2 

72 

4 

„ 1911 

49 

12 

50 

15 

„ „ 1912 

28 

13 

25 

9 

„ ,,  i9I3 

30 

21 

22 

13 

„ I9X4 

36 

22 

4° 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1909,  pages  90  to  97,  full  particulars 
were  given  in  regard  to  the  workshops  in  this  City  and  the  class 
of  work  carried  out  in  them. 

During  the  year  35  Notices  were  served,  requiring  contra- 
ventions of  the  P'actory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  to  be  remedied, 
and  the  following  defects  were  found  : — 

Bakehouses  requiring  cleansing  8 

Workshops  ,,  ,,  8 

Obstructed  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Obstructed  or  defective  sanitary  conve- 
niences ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Absence  of  sanitary  conveniences 2 

Dilapidated  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  spouting  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Of  the  above,  10  reports  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  in  respect  to  7 bakehouses,  4 workshops,  and  1 
sanitary  convenience  ; in  addition,  15  notices  of  occupation  of 
bakehouse  and  workshops  were  received  from  him,  of  which  5 
were  previously  on  the  Register. 
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HOME-WORK. 

During  the  year,  in  February  and  August,  93  Circular  Fetters 
together  with  forms  drawing  attention  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Home-Work  Order  were  sent  to  employers,  and  these  were  re- 
ceived duly  filled  up. 

During  the  visits  paid  to  houses  where  home-work  was  carried 
out,  it  was  only  found  necessary  in  one  instance  to  serve  notice 
for  the  want  of  cleansing  of  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  work-room. 

No  Notices  or  Orders  under  Sections  108  and  no  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  prohibiting  the  sending  out 
or  the  receiving  of  work  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises  were 
necessary  during  the  year. 
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REPORT  FOR  1914. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


i.— INSPECTION. 

{Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector.) 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Factories  . . 

21 

7 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

Workshops 

214 

21 

— 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

Workplaces 

60 

7 

— 

Total 

295 

35 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


N 

umber  of  Defe 

cts. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

15 

14 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  under- 

ground  bakehouse  (s.  10L 

— 

— 

— 

Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  bake- 

8 

8 

houses  (ss.  97  to  100)  . . 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

Total 

37 

36 

— 

— 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


53 


3-— HOMEWORK. 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS, 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

SEC 

h 

o . 

TION  107. 

Outwork  in 
Infected 
Premises, 
Sections 
109-110. 

NATURE 

OF 

WORK. 

Twice 

in  the  Year. 

Once  in  tho  year. 

Z.  o » 

> _ M 
i-  © C 

Outworkers  + 

Outworkers. 

<n 

o 

-a 

+ 

Lists. 

Con- 

tract- 

ors. 

Work- 

men. 

Lists. 

Con- 

tract- 

ors. 

Work- 

mon. 

cn  cd 

s a S 
S 't  » 

£ 

o 

C 

-5 

CD 

a 

as 

m •— < 

oj  a 

■O'' 

f* 

O 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(i-i) 

(15) 

Wearing  Apparel — 

112 

( 1 ) making,  &c. 

56 

— 

9 

— 

5 

65 

— 

— 

(2)  cleaning  and  washing  . . 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and 
nets 

Furniture  & Upholstery  . . 

8 

5 

8 

Nets,  other  thau  wire  nets . 
Umbrellas  . . 

2 

2 

Tents 

Sacks 

18 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

18 

— 

— 

Total 

84 

126 

9 

— 

5 

93 

— 

t The  figures  given  in  columns  2,  3,  and  4 are  the  Mai  number  of  lists 
(received  from  employers  who  sent  them  both  in  February  and  August  as 
required  by  the  Act),  and  of  the  entries  of  names  of  outworkers  in  those 
lists. 

4.— registered  workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  (1)  Number  (2) 


Workshops,  Bakehouses  . 
,,  Domestic  . . . 

„ Laundries  . . 

„ Miscellaneous 

Workplaces  


27 

10 

3 

142 

56 


Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


238 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class  ( 1 ) 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act  (s.  133)  

Action  taken  in  matters  referred!  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspec 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  re- 
mediable under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  but  not  under 


tor 


the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (s.  5)  5 


Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 


Number  (2) 


10 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MIEKSHOPS. 

There  were  the  names  of  12  persons  on  the  Register  who  kept 
dairies,  23  who  had  cowsheds,  and  19  who  kept  milk-stores  or 
retail  milkshops,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition,  56  purveyors  of  milk  are  registered,  of  whom 
21  bring  milk  from  outside  the  City. 

During  the  year  registrations  were  granted  in  the  case  of 
1 milkshop,  2 cowkeepers  and  purveyors  of  milk,  and  3 purveyors 
of  milk,  the  latter  were  from  outside  the  City.  There  were  5 trans- 
fers, viz.  1 milkshop  and  4 cowkeepers  and  purveyors  of  milk. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  October  the  usual  circular 
letters  were  sent  drawing  attention  to  the  Regulations  requiring 
limewashing  of  cowsheds  and  dairies.  Informal  notices  were 
also  served  in  respect  to  the  paving  and  drainage  of  cowsheds 
at  one  dairy  farm,  and  the  drainage  and  water  supply  at  another 
cowshed. 

In  a good  many  cases  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  respect 
to  cleanliness  of  cows  and  also  of  milkers.  Often  no  attempt 
is  made  to  remove  dirt  from  the  udders  and  flanks  of  the  cows, 
with  the  result  that  some  of  this  dirt  finds  its  way  into  the  milk. 

A deposit  of  dirt  in  milk  after  standing  indicates  lack  of 
cleanliness  of  the  cows,  and  the  public  have  in  the  presence  of  dirt 
a crude  test  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk.  When  dirt  is  found, 
large  numbers  of  deleterious  organisms  are  also  present  in  the 
milk.  The  public  will  refuse  dirty  meat  or  dirty  bread,  but  unless 
they  object  to  dirt  in  milk  in  a good  many  cases  cowkeepers  and 
others  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  see  that  their  milk  is  produced 
under  cleanly  conditions.  Straining  the  milk  after  dirt  has 
obtained  access  does  not  remove  the  bacteria. 

A Milk  and  Dairies  Act  was  passed  in  1914;  under  Sec.  2 
(1)  general  and  special  orders  are  to  be  made  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  regard  to  registration  of  dairies,  the  pre- 
vention to  health  from  the  sale  for  human  consumption,  or  from 
the  use  in  the  manufacture  of  products  for  human  consumption, 
of  infective,  contaminated,  or  dirty  milk  ; other  matters  are  also 
included. 

The  Act  was  to  have  come  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1915,  but  has  been  postponed  until  October  1st. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  page  78,  Annual  Report  for  1908,  a description  was  given 
of  the  Public  Abattoir  and  Lairages. 

At  the  end  of  1913  negotiations  were  in  progress  for  the  closing 
of  the  two  remaining  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  City,  and  in 
February  and  May  respectively  the  premises  ceased  to  be  used 
for  the  slaughtering  or  dressing  of  any  animal  or  carcase.  In  one 
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case  it  was  necessary  to  serve  a notice  on  the  owner  under  the 
Hereford  Improvement  Act,  1872  ; under  this  Act  of  1872,  com- 
pensation to  the  extent  of  £350  was  paid  to  the  owner.  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  sanctioned  loans  repayable  within  a 
period  not  exceeding  thirty  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  : — 


1914. 

Beeves. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Lambs. 

Pigs 

(Pork). 

Pigs 

(Bacon) 

Tot  a t. 

January  

121 

II 

510 

198 

62 

902 

February  

100 

13 

442 

— 

131 

37 

723 

March  

95 

29 

432 

2 

137 

32 

727 

April  

79 

48 

315 

65 

84 

18 

609 

May  

160 

87 

674 

365 

65 

5 

L35f> 

J une  

144 

77 

579 

541 

51 

1 

1393 

July  

84 

46 

34i 

354 

29 

1 

855 

August  

217 

47 

524 

532 

66 

— 

1386 

September  .... 

182 

23 

447 

345 

146 

— 

1143 

October  

248 

3i 

863 

— 

303 

10 

1455 

November  .... 

196 

19 

660 

— 

264 

Q2 

1231 

December 

219 

15 

668 

353 

81 

1336 

Total 

1845 

446 

6455 

2204 

1827 

339 

1311:6 

There  was  an  increase  in  all  animals  slaughtered  with  the 
exception  of  pigs  (bacon)  as  follows  : — Beeves,  583  ; calves,  88  ; 
sheep,  1101  ; lambs,  571  ; pigs  (pork),  584  ; there  was  a decrease 
of  95  in  the  slaughtering  of  bacon  pigs. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  13,116,  com- 
pared with  10,374  in  1913. 

Diseased  Carcases. — The  following  diseased  conditions, 
&c.,  were  found  in  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
during  the  year  : — 

Cows — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  (lungs,  mesenteric  glands  and 

udder)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flukes  in  liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Abscesses  in  liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  growth  in  head  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bruising  of  part  of  one  hind  quarter 1 

,,  ,,  back  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  one  side  ...  ...  I 


Total 


12 
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Sheep — 

Congestion  of  lungs  and  other  organs  ...  i 
One  hind  leg  injured i 

Total  ...  2 

Pigs — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  i 

,,  (mesenteric  glands)  i 

Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

One  leg  injured  ...  ...  i 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bull — 

Obstruction  to  bowels,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  i 

Total  ...  i 


Either  a portion  or  the  whole  of  the  carcase  was  surrendered 
according  to  the  condition  found,  and  was  burnt  at  the  destructor. 

Humane  Slaughtering. — A good  deal  of  unnecessary  suffering 
to  animals  during  killing  is  prevented  by  the  use  of  the  instruments 
provided  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.,  the  majority  of  the  beeves  are  stunned 
by  one  of  these  instruments.  At  the  time  of  writing  bye-laws 
were  under  consideration  by  the  Watch  Committee  to  ensure 
humane  killing  at  the  Public  Abattoir.  One  of  the  bye-laws  is  as 
follows  : — “ A person  shall  not  in  a slaughter-house  proceed  to 
slaughter  any  animal  until  the  same  shall  have  been  effectually 
stunned  with  a mechanically  operated  instrument  suitable  and 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.” 

Other  Unsound  Food. — The  following  unsound  food  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  : — 24  tins  and  bottles  of 
preserved  fruits  ; 5 boxes  of  mackerel ; 18  tins  of  salmon  ; 3 tins 
of  beef  ; 2 tins  of  sardines  ; 1 tin  of  herrings  ; 2 tins  of  golden 
syrup  ; 1 bottle  of  horse-radish  sauce  ; 1 tin  of  condensed  milk  ; 
1 fibs,  of  ground  almonds. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PEACES. 

Reference  is  made  to  restaurant  kitchens  under  the  P'actory 
and  Workshop  Act  and  to  other  premises  under  “ Offensive 
Trades.”  During  the  year  visits  were  made  to  premises  where 
sausages,  blackpuddings  and  brawn  are  made,  and  also  to  ice- 
cream shops  and  fried-fish  shops.  There  are  10  fried-fish  shops 
in  the  town.  On  the  whole  the  condition  of  the  premises  was  satis- 
factory. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  trades  coming  under  this  definition  comprise  the  fol- 
lowing : — Gut-scraping  (i),  tripe  boiling  (8),  hide  and  skin 
depots  (2). 

Visits  were  made  during  the  year,  and  the  premises  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

SAFE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

In  the  subjoined  report,  Air.  Protheroe  as  Inspector  under  the 
Acts,  states  the  number  of  articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
during  1914. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  during  the  year  ending  the 
31st  December,  1914,  and  the  result  of  the  analysis  : — 


Articles. 

Number 

Purchased. 

Number 

Genuine. 

Number 

Adulterated. 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Milk 

5 

II 

I 

4 

II 

1 

Cream 

3 



3 





Cream  (Preserved)  . . 

— 

5 

— 

5 

— 



Cream  (Sterilized)  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Butter 

— 

10 

— 

10 





Margarine 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 



Cheese 

— 

8 

— 

8 

. 



Lard  . . 

— 

5 



5 





Flour  



3 

— 

3 

. 



Baking  Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 





Rice  . . 

— 

2 

— 

2 



_____ 

Pepper 

— 

6 

— 

6 

— . 



Mustard 

— 

4 



4 



_____ 

Coffee... 

— 

1 



1 





Vinegar 

— 

1 

— 

1 





Spirits 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Drugs 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

5 

72 

4 

72 

I | 

— 

Totals  . . 1 

77 

76 

1 

Observations. 

Milk. — Of  the  16  samples  of  milk  5 were  certified  as  genuine, 
4 genuine  and  of  good  quality,  one  containing  3.95  per  cent.,  and 
another  4.35  per  cent,  of  fat  ; 3 genuine  and  of  very  good  quality. 


one  containing  4.9  per  cent,  of  fat  ; 3 as  genuine  and  containing 
large  quantities  of  fat,  viz.  15.60,  9.60,  and  6.00  per  cent.  ; and  1 
as  adulterated  containing  5.5  per  cent,  of  added  water  and  0.014 
per  cent,  of  Boric  Acid. 

The  quantities  of  fat  in  the  3 samples  referred  to  were  no 
doubt  due  to  insufficient  stirring  of  the  milk  at  the  time  the  samples 
were  collected. 

In  the  case  of  the  adulterated  sample  the  vendor  was  given 
an  opportunity  of  offering  an  explanation  ; this  being  considered 
satisfactory,  and  the  record  of  the  vendor  being  a good  one,  a 
letter  of  caution  was  sent. 

Cream. — Of  the  3 samples  of  cream  1 was  of  good  quality 
as  regards  quantity  of  fat,  1 contained  only  just  30  per  cent.,  and 
the  third  33  per  cent,  of  fat. 

Preserved  Cream.— None  of  the  samples  contained  an  excess 
of  preservative. 

Sterilized  Cream. — This  was  of  good  quality  and  free  from 
preservative. 

Rice. — One  of  the  samples  was  slightly  faced,  though  not 
sufficient  for  further  action  to  be  taken  as  a case  of  adulteration. 

Offences  Other  than  Adulteration. — Four  purveyors  of 
milk  were  cautioned  for  contraventions  of  Section  9 of  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1899,  by  not  having  their  names  and 
addresses  conspicuously  inscribed  on  their  vehicles. 

No  other  offences  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
the  Margarine  Act,  1887,  or  the  Butter  and  Margarine  Act,  1907, 
have  been  detected  during  the  year. 

Margarine  Act,  1887. 

Under  the  above  Act,  as  extended  by  the  Sale  of  hood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1899,  two  premises  occupied  by  wholesale  dealers  in 
margarine  were  registered  during  the  year,  and  notifications  thereof 
were  sent  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

There  are  now  six  premises  registered  wherein  the  business 
of  wholesale  dealers  in  margarine  is  carried  on. 

PIG  STYES. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  condition  of  pig-styes  in  this  town 
on  pages  42  and  43,  Annual  Report  for  1912,  and  also  011  page  59, 
Report  for  1913. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  styes,  nuisances  are  likely  to 
arise  from  time  to  time. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

All  four  sand  filter  beds  were  working  during  the  year,  and  the 
results  of  the  analyses  which  I have  already  referred  to  on  page  38 
show  that  the  filtration  was  very  efficient. 

Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the  filter  beds  are  given  on 
pages  46  and  47,  Annual  Report  for  1910,  and  on  page  59,  Annual 
Report  for  1913. 

The  results  of  chemical  analysis  of  the  town  water  have  been 
given  from  time  to  time.  The  water  is  exceedingly  soft,  the  amount 
in  parts  per  100,000  being  on  an  average  5 degrees,  mostly  per- 
manent. The  softness  of  the  water  renders  it  very  suitable  for 
domestic  use,  and  also  for  manufacturing  processes,  both  for  steam 
raising  and  for  cleansing  purposes. 

Districts  Supplied  by  Well  Water. — There  are  still  108 
houses  in  the  town  supplied  by  71  wells  ; in  1909  there  were  105 
wells  in  use.  The  particulars  in  regard  to  the  districts  are  as 
follows  : — 


Houses. 

Wells. 

Hunderton  and  Belmont  

I4 

9 

Putson  and  Bullingham 

24 

13 

Grafton  and  Red  Hill  

7 

6 

Westfields  

13 

8 

Whitecross,  Huntington  & King’s  Acre 

13 

Canon  Moor 

4 

2 

Hampton  Park,  Tupsley  & Franchistone 

11 

8 

Aylestone  Hill  ...  ...  

4 

3 

Holmer  

12 

9 

Totals  

108 

7i 

Water  Analysis. — Particulars  in  regard  to  chemical  analysis 
of  well  water  are  given  on  page  38. 

SCAVENGING  1. 

During  the  year  about  36  per  cent,  of  the  refuse  collected 
was  taken  to  the  Destructor  and  burnt  ; the  rest  was  tipped.  It 
is  very  desirable  that  refuse  should  not  be  tipped  in  the  vicinity 
of  dwellings,  complaints  are  received  from  time  to  tune  of 
nuisances  in  this  connection. 

A large  amount  of  animal  and  vegetable  refuse  from  shops, 
of  butchers,  greengrocers,  and  fish  mongers,  also  from  slaughter- 
houses was  conveyed  to  the  Destructor  and  burnt. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  in  1910,  a 
resolution  was  passed  requiring  the  owners  of  all  new  houses  to 
provide  suitable  bins. 
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At  the  Council  meeting  in  August,  1914,  a recommendation 
of  the  Health  Committee  to  the  Council  “ to  require  owners,  instead 
of  occupiers  of  existing  houses  and  business  premises  (as  set  out 
in  the  report  of  the  Health  Committee  of  January  27th,  1910,  and 
approved  by  the  Council),  to  provide  galvanised  iron  receptacles 
for  house  refuse  with  adequate  and  proper  lids  and  coverings  ” 
was  approved  by  the  Council. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL,  Etc. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1908,  pages  86  and  87,  and  in  the 
Report  for  1909,  page  115,  I gave  an  account  of  the  sewerage  and 
methods  of  sewage  disposal  in  the  town. 

There  are  now  four  clinker  beds  in  use  and  a fifth  is  still  in 
course  of  construction,  clinker  being  added  from  time  to  time 
from  the  Destructor.  The  new  bed  will  cover  an  area  of  about 
2,160  square  feet. 

Privies  and  Earth-Closets.—' The  following  list  shows  the 
approximate  number  of  privies  and  earth-closets  in  the  town  ; 
these,  with  the  exception  of  Westfields,  are  outside  the  sewerage 


system  . — 

Hunderton  

Privies. 

6 

Earth  Closets. 

31 

Breinton 

2 

3 

Grafton  and  Redhill 

1 

2 

Upper  Bullingham 

4 

3 

Putson 

7 

1 

Tupsley  

9 

17 

Aylestone  Hill  ... 

2 

8 

Canon  Moor  ...  _ ... 

...  — 

3 

King’s  Acre  and  Huntington 

12 

8 

Holmer  

8 

5 

Westfields... 

9 

42 

Totals 

60 

123 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Inspection  is  made  from  time  to  time  of  the  banks  of  the  River 
Wye,  with  the  object  of  finding  any  sources  of  pollution. 

Burghill  Asylum  Sewage. — The  Asylum  Committee  made 
application  for  leave  to  drain  into  the  City  Sewers.  ^ this  matter 
was  considered  by  the  Sewers  Committee  of  the  town  Council 
and  at  the  June  meeting  of  the  Council  it  was  recommended  that 
the  cost  of  laying  a sewer  from  the  Asylum  to  Westfields  with  all 
necessary  flushing  chambers,  etc.,  should  be  borne  by  the  Asylum 
Committee,  the  sewer  to  be  laid  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Corporation  ; other  stipulations  were  made. 
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In  case  the  Asylum  Committee  should  desire  to  utilise  any 
part  of  the  sewage  on  their  land  it  was  suggested  that  a proper 
penstock  should  be  fitted  and  the  Asylum  Committee  should 
undertake  that  no  effluent  should  be  allowed  to  discharge  from  the 
land  or  otherwise  into  the  Yazor  Brook  in  an  impure  condition, 
the  Town  Council  having  the  right  at  any  time  at  their  absolute 
discretion  to  close  the  penstock  temporarily  or  permanently. 
These  recommendations  were  approved  by  the  Town  Council. 


SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

Two  letters  were  sent  to  one  firm  in  respect  to  the  emission 
of  black  smoke  from  a factory  chimney. 
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NUISANCES,  INCLUDING  DRAINAGE  DEFECTS. 


WORK  DONE  THROUGH  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


DRAINAGE— 

Obstructed  drains  opened  and  cleansed... 

Defective  drainage  repaired  or  relaid  ... 

Houses  with  insufficient  drainage,  extra  provided  ... 
Houses  connected  to  public  sewer 
Glazed  stoneware  gullies  fixed  ... 

Drains  removed  from  inside  or  underneath  houses  ... 
Sewer  interceptors  fixed  ... 

Disconnecting  and  inspection  chambers  constructed... 
Inspection  chambers  repaired  ... 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired 
Cesspools  cleaned  out  or  repaired 
Cesspools  abolished 
Drains  disconnected  from  river 

Septic  tanks  and  filter  beds  constructed 

WATER  CLOSETS,  PRIVIES,  AND  URINALS— 

Obstructed  w.cs  opened  and  cleansed  ... 

Dilapidated  w.cs  repaired  or  rebuilt  

Insufficient  accommodation,  extra  w.cs,  or  eart 
closets  erected  ...  ... 

w.cs  removed  from  inside  sculleries  

Entrances  to  w.cs  screened 

New  “ Washdown  ” basins  fixed 

Pedestal  basins  fixed 

Soil-pipes  removed  from  inside  houses 

Soil-pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Ventilation  provided  to  w.c.  compartments  ... 
Watersupplyprovidedtow.es  ...  ... 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  new  provided... 

Dirty  walls  of  closets  limewashed 

Privies  converted  into  water  or  earth-closets  ... 

Earth  closets  converted  into  water-closets 
Privies  cleaned  out  and  abolished 

Urinals  constructed  

Urinals  repaired  and  cleansed  ... 

DWELLING  HOUSES,  &c. 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  houses  cleansed  and  repaired. 

Damp  courses  inserted  ...  ...  

Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ••• 

Houses  provided  with  through  ventilation  ... 
Windows  made  to  open  for  ventilation... _ 

Light  and  ventilation  provided  to  pantries  ... 
Pantries  limewashed 

Pantries  or  food  cupboards  provided  ... 

Houses  stripped  and  cleansed  after  infection  ... 

Schools  disinfected  

Roofs  repaired  

Chimneys  and  fireplaces  repaired  

Floors  relaid  or  repaired 

Dangerous  stairs  and  defective  windows  repaired 

Dangerous  cellar  windows  repaired  

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ... 

Verminous  bedding  cleansed  or  disinfected 
Dilapidated  wash-houses  repaired  or  rebuilt  ... 

Dirty  walls  of  wash-houses  limewashed... 

Dirty  walls  of  cellars  or  passages  limewashed  ... 
Stagnant  water  removed  from  cellars  ...  ... 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  paving  relaid  ... 


1913 

72 

60 

8 

7 

98 

5 

15 

34 

14 

21 

2 

1 

1 


15 

60 

1 

6 

1 

14 

34 

2 

9 

4 

7 

53 

46 

1 

4 

1 

5 


97 

7 

2 


20 

2 

5 

6 
9 

71 

42 

82 

76 

4 

3 

1 

24 

22 

~6 

6 

44 


1914 

96 

68 

14 

4 

126 

7 

20 

50 

4 

33 

2 

1 

2 


21 

72 

7 

5 
2 

23 

62 

7 

6 
15 
85 
71 

5 

2 

4 

2 

3 


112 

7 
4 

3 

80 

8 
10 
22 

9 

3 

58 

51 

94 

105 

10 
2 
2 

28 

39 

6 

4 
87 
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Water  supply  provided  to  houses 

9 

10 

Dangerous  disused  wells  filled  up 

— 

2 

Polluted  wells  closed 

— 

2 

Wells  cleaned  out  or  repaired  ... 

— 

— 

Ashpits  abolished  ... 

1 

3 

SINKS,  WASTE  PIPES.  AND  SPOUTING— 

Dilapidated  sinks  repaired 

19 

26 

New  glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed 

1 1 

25 

Waste-pipes  provided  to  sinks  ... 

21 

35 

Waste  and  rain-water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains... 

38 

56 

Spouting  repaired  or  provided  ... 

77 

135 

KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS  AND  MANURE— 

Stables  repaired  ... 

6 

2 

Floors  of  cowsheds  relaid  ... 

— 

— 

Cowshed  yards  paved 

— 

1 

Light  and  ventilation  provided  to  cowsheds  ... 

— 

— 

Water  supply  laid  on  to  cowsheds 

— 

— 

Nuisances  from  animals  improperly  kept,  abated 

75 

17 

Accumulation  of  manure  and  refuse  removed  ... 

84 

70 

Manure  pits  repaired  or  provided 

— 

— 

MISCELLANEOUS— 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  limewashed  on  notice  ... 

42 

48 

Bakehouses  limewashed  on  notice 

7 

8 

Bakehouses  constructed... 

1 



Slaughter-houses  discontinued  ... 



2 

Workshops  and  workrooms  limewashed  on  notice 

3 

8 

Unregistered  Common  Lodging-houses  discontinued  ... 

1 

— 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  ... 

73 

88 

An  account  of  drainage  and  other  work  necessary  to  abate 
nuisances,  which  has  been  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  shown  in  detail  in  the  preceding  table. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notices  served  and  those 
complied  with  during  the  year  : — 


Notices 

not 

com- 

Notices  served 
1914. 

Com- 

Notices 

not 

com- 

Statute  or  Bye-Laws. 

plied 
with  at 
end  of 
1913. 

Prelim- 

inary. 

Statu- 

tory. 

plied 

with 

1914. 

plied 
with  at 
end  of 
1914. 

Public  Health  Acts 

121 

49° 

10 

500 

121 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  . . 

3 

34 

I 

37 

I 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc., 

Act 

10 

45 

2 

45 

12 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 

Act 

— 

2 

7 

0 

— 

Hereford  Improvement  Act  . . 

i 

— 

I 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cow 

sheds,  and  Milkshops  Order 

— 

52 

— 

48 

4 

City  Byelaws  . . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

135 

625 

20 

641 

139 

645 

64 

In  addition  to  the  above  notices,  363  letters  were  written  by 
the  Inspector  and  112  reports  made  to  other  departments  ; 39 
reports  dealing  with  infectious  disease,  and  27  on  miscellaneous 
matters  were  also  made. 

There  were  193  complaints  investigated  and  71  tests  applied 
to  drainage  (54  by  water  and  17  by  smoke).  Three  schools  were 
fumigated. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  particulars  following  that  a large  number 
of  visits  were  paid  to  bakehouses,  workshops,  &c.  During  a portion 
of  the  year,  until  he  joined  the  2nd  London  Sanitary  Corps  Terri- 
torials, G.  H.  Williams,  in  addition  to  carrying  out  the  clerical  work 
of  the  Health  Department,  has  also  assisted  in  outdoor  sanitary 
work.  Particulars  of  the  visits  are  as  follows  : — 


Nuisances  ... 

S. 

Protheroe. 

847 

G.  H.  Williams. 

228 

Works  in  progress  ... 

743 

44 

House-to-house  inspection 

66 

. . . 

Housing  Acts 

484 

31 

Infectious  disease  ... 

75 

38 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

157 

86 

Bakehouses 

38 

14 

Common  Lodging-houses  ... 

6 

36 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 

49 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

4i 

. . . 

Food-preparing  places 

3i 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

hi 

26 

Offensive  trades  

13 

. . . 

Schools  and  Public  Buildings 

49 

. . . 

Miscellaneous  

187 

• • • 

Total 

• • • 

2897 

503 

In  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I visited  the  whole 
of  the  caravans  used  for  habitation  during  the  May  hair;  the 
condition  of  sleeping  and  living  rooms  was  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory, and  no  infectious  disease  was  detected. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  in  no  cases  were 
legal  proceedings  necessary  during  the  year. 

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

Systematic  house-to-house  inspections  in  connection  with 
66  houses  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the 
year,  and  particulars  are  included  in  the  report  under  “ Housing.” 
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SPECIAL  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  THE 

WAR. 


In  September  G.  H.  Williams  joined  the  2nd  Uond.  Sanitary 
Corps,  R.A.M.C.  (1\)  and  it  was  necessary  to  engage  temporary 
clerical  assistance;  J.  Westwood  acted  as  temporary  clerk  for  a 
period  of  six  weeks  until  he  joined  the  Army  Service  Corps  Here- 
tordsmre  (T.).  Miss  M.  Rowe  was  appointed  in  October  and  is 
still  acting  as  temporary  clerk. 

1 11  August  A.  England  joined  the  1st  Company  of  the  South 
Wales  Mounted  Brigade,  Field  Ambulance,  R.A.M.C.  (T.),  on 
mobihsation  and  R.  Hodges  the  ist  Battalion  Herefordshire 
^egt-  (!•);  their  work  is  now  being  carried  on  by  T.  Tones  and 
T.  Davies  respectively. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  Williams  and  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Frotheroe  as  one  of  the  three  Joint  Secretaries  of  the  City  Relief 
Committee  in  connection  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  Fund,  the  usual 
amount  of  sanitary  work  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  has 

n°t  deen  carried  out,  although  all  urgent  matters  have  been 
attended  to. 


During  August  and  September  the  S.  Wales  Mounted  Brigade  (T.) 
was  encamped  on  the  Racecourse.  One  case  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  ; the  man  was  a trooper  in  the  Montgomery  Yeomanry. 
There  was  no  further  spread  of  the  disease. 


From  August  up  to  November  the  Reserve  Battalion  of  the 
Herefordshire  Regt  (T.)  during  its  formation  was  stationed  in 
Hereford,  and  with  the  exception  of  those  who  resided  at  their  own 
homes  in  the  City,  the  men  were  billeted  at  the  Scudamore  Schools 
During  this  time  recruits  were  constantly  joining,  and  drafts  sent 
to  and  from  the  ist  Battalion. 


A large  majority  of  the  recruits  belonged  to  districts  in  Here- 
tordshire  and  a certain  number  came  from  districts  in  Gloucester- 
shire and  Wales.  The  Battalion  was  very  free  from  infectious 
disease  ; a few  sporadic  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  a case  of  Diphtheria 

a?la  susPlcl°us  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred.  Particulars 
ot  these  cases  have  been  given  on  pages  19,  20,  23  and  24. 

There  were  also  several  cases  of  Measles  and  one  case  of 
Lnicken-pox,  but  owing  to  the  prompt  measures  taken  there  was 

Dinftw  SPTdr°f  t!hefe  diseases-  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
H?snhflina  if'  Typhoid  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital the  cases  of  Measles  and  Chicken-pox  were  removed 
to  houses  in  the  town  where  there  were  no  children,  and  there  was  no 
further  spread  of  the  disease.  An  empty  house  in  King  Street 
was  used  for  quarantine  purposes.  S 

Fumigation  of  the  class-rooms  and  disinfection  of  bedding-  was 
cases^  °Ut  37  the  Health  DePartment  after  the  removal  o§f  the 
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After  the  Battalion  left  the  town  in  November,  the  whole  of 
the  rooms  in  the  Scudamore  Schools  were  fumigated  with  sulphur; 
the  walls,  ceiling  and  floor  washed  down  with  disinfectant,  and 
afterwards  the  walls  distempered  and  the  ceilings  whitened. 

Periodical  visits  were  made  to  the  Schools,  and  advice  given 
in  regard  to  sanitary  matters.  The  scavenging  was  carried  out 
by  the  City  Surveyor’s  Department. 

From  September  up  to  the  time  of  writing  the  Reserve  Com- 
pany of  the  S.  Wales  Mounted  Brigade,  Field  Ambulance  R.A.M.C. 
(T.)  has  been  billeted  in  the  town.  The  Company  has  been 
raised  since  the  commencement  of  the  War,  and  there  has  been 
an  interchange  of  men  to  and  from  the  ist  Company. 

From  December,  1914,  up  to  the  time  of  writing,  No.  3 Com- 
pany of  the  National  Reserve;  attached  to  the  4th  Batt.  Loyal  N. 
Lancs  has  been  billeted  in  the  town. 

Information  in  regard  to  billets  is  given  by  the  Health  De- 
partment, and  care  is  taken  that  no  men  are  billeted  in  houses 
which  are  insanitary7  or  unsuitable  for  the  purpose. 

The  health  of  the  troops  has  been  very  good. 


REPORT 
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CITY  OF  HEREFORD. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  to  the 
Education  Authority. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Schools. 

(a)  “ General  review  of  the  hygienic  conditions  prevalent  in  the 
Schools  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Education  Authority  in  respect  of 
such  matters  as  surroundings,  ventilation,  lighting,  warming,  equip- 
ment and  sanitation,  including  observations  on  the  type  and  condition 
of  sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories,  water  supply  for  washing  and 
drinking  purposes,  the  cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  and  cloakrooms, 
arrangements  for  drying  children's  cloaks  and  boots,  and  the  relation  of 
the  general  arrangements  of  the  school  with  the  health  of  the  children.” 

During  1909  and  1910  I submitted  reports  on  the  whole  of  the 
elementary  schools  in  the  town,  and  in  the  table  on  page  41, 
Annual  Report  for  1910,  a short  summary  of  some  of  the  con- 
ditions was  given. 

ADDITIONS  AND  ALTERATIONS. 

Scudamore  School,  Junior  and  Girls’  Departments. — 
These  departments  were  completed  in  the  early  part  of  1914. 

The  building,  which  was  designed  by  Mr.  Robinson,  architect, 
is  of  red  brick  with  slate  roofs,  and  consists  of  two  storeys,  the 
ground  floor  being  used  for  the  juniors  and  the  first  floor  for  girls. 

Only  one  room  remains  of  the  old  school ; this  was  the  large 
classroom  in  the  boys’  department,  and  reference  is  made  to  the 
old  school  on  pages  133  and  134,  Annual  Report  for  1909.  This 
room  is  now  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  new  school.  The  class- 
rooms are  arranged  in  a line  from  E.  to  W.  and  adjoin  the  hall 
on  the  E.  side. 

There  is  no  group  of  classrooms  around  a Central  Hall ; 
instead  the  classrooms  are  arranged  so  as  to  provide  for  efficient 
through  ventilation.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  arrangement 
is  more  satisfactory  than  the  old  stjde. 

The  corridors  run  from  E.  to  W.  and  the  classrooms  are 
arranged  on  the  South  side. 
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7 union -Classroo ms  Nos.  i to  6 are  lighted  by  windows  on 
tne  ooutn  side,  and  there  are  also  windows  which  look  on  to 
the  corridors  on  the  North  side. 


The  upper  and  lower  thirds  of  the  South  windows  can  be 
opened— the  lower  third  on  the  hopper  principle  and  the  upper 
in  on  he  swn  el.  i he  upper  third  of  the  windows  on  the  North 
side  open  on  the  swivel  principle.  The  windows  on  the  North 
side  ot  the  corridor  are  arranged  to  open  similarly  to  the  classroom 
windows  on  the  South  side.  There  are  also  Sherringham  inlet 
ventilators  m the  walls  of  the  classrooms. 


In  classroom  No.  2 there  is  also  additional  lighting  and 
ventilation  by  means  ol  round  windows  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
East  wall,  which  open  on  the  swivel  principle  ; in  addition  this 
a so  r^ceives  light  irom  room  No.  2 through  a glass  panelled 
sliding  partition  between  the  two  rooms. 


Classrooms  Nos.  i and  7 have  windows  on  the  E.  and  W. 
side,  similar  to  those  already  referred  to  on  the  South  side  of  the 
other  Classrooms  ; there  is  also  indirect  lighting  and  ventilation 
from  the  corridor  as  in  the  other  classrooms. 

Girls.  Classrooms  Nos.  1 to  5 are  arranged  on  the  South 
side  of  the  corridor.  The  lighting  is  similar  to  that  in  the  class- 
rooms of  the  junior  department,  except  that  the  windows  in  the  E. 
wall  of  classroom  1 are  oblong  instead  of  being  round,  and  the 
indirect  lighting  from  the  corridor  is  confined  to  the  door;  this 
room  also  receives  additional  lighting  from  classroom  No.  2 by 
means  oi  a glass  panelled  sliding  partition;  additional  lighting  is 
provided  on  the  North  side  by  windows  above  the  corridor.  Light- 
ing to  the  corridors  is  provided  by  windows  on  the  N.  side  and 
there  is  also  indirect  lighting  from  the  classrooms  on  the  South 
side. 


Ihe  floors  of  the  Assembly  Hall,  the  corridors  and  class- 
rooms are  of  wood  blocks  ; the  floors  of  the  cloak  rooms  and 
lavatories  are  of  cement. 


fhe  interior  of  the  walls  of  the  classrooms  is  formed  of  dark 
green  glazed  bricks  to  a height  of  3'  3",  and  the  walls  of  the  cor- 
ridors and  cloakrooms  are  similarly  formed  of  bricks  of  a dark 
brown  colour. 

For  artificial  lighting  electric  fight  is  provided  ; the  heating 
is  by  means  of  a low  pressure  hot  water  system  of  pipes  and 
radiators.  A fireplace  is  also  provided  in  each  classroom  of  the 
juniors’  department. 

Classrooms. — The  average  height  is  between  13  and  14  feet  ; 
the  dimensions  according  to  the  plans  are  given  below. 
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Juniors.-  Classrooms  Nos.  2 to  6 inclusive,  arranged  on  the 
boutk  side  of  the  corridor  from  E.  to  W.,  are  20'  (E.  to  W.)  x 25'  3" 
(N.  to  S.).  Each  room  has  accommodation  for  50  scholars.  No.  6 
adjoins  the  Assembly  Hall  on  the  E.  side. 

Nos.  1 and  7 are  on  the  North  side  of  the  corridor  at  the  E 
and  W.  ends  ; No.  1 is  25'  3"  (E.  to  W.)  x 20'  (N.  to  S.),  and  has 
accommodation  for  50  scholars  ; No.  7 is  20'  3"  (E.  to  W.)  x 20' 
(N.  to  S.),  and  has  accommodation  for  40  scholars.  The  total 
accommodation  of  the  seven  classrooms  is  340. 

Girls. — Classrooms  No.  1 to  7 measure  20'  (E.  to  W.)  x 25'  3" 
(X.  to  S.) ; each  has  accommodation  for  50  scholars.  The  total 
accommodation  of  the  classrooms  is  250. 

The  rooms  are  well  lighted  and  ventilated.  The  ventilation 
of  the  windows  on  the  South  side  is  the  same  as  in  the  junior  de- 
partment, but  the  cross  ventilation  on  the  North  side  instead  of 
being  from  the  corridor  is  direct  by  windows,  opening  on  the  swivel 
principle,  placed  above  the  corridor.  In  Classroom  1 the  cross 
ventilation  is  by  means  of  the  windows  on  the  East  side. 

There  are  also  circular  outlet  ventilators  fixed  in  the  ceilines 
of  each  room.  & 


Assembly  Hall.— This  measures  60'  x 30'  6",  is  very  lofty  and 
well  lighted  and  ventilated.  A verandah  is  arranged  for  a distance 
of  50  feet  on  the  West  side  for  the  purpose  of  open-air  classes  The 
verandah  covers  an  area  of  50'  x 21'. 

Other  Rooms.— A teachers’  room  13'  6"  x 8'  is  provided  in  each 
department,  also  stock  rooms  and  a room  for  medical  inspection 
with  a waiting  room  adjoining. 

I he  room  for  medical  inspection  is  25'  3"  x 10'  and  the 
waiting  room  the  same  size.  They  are  situated  on  the  N.E.  side 
of  the  corndor.  There  is  good  lighting  in  the  medical  inspection 
room  on  the  X.  and  E.  sides.  A washing  basin  and  a gas  geyzer 
for  hot  water  are  provided.  6 

There  is  one  cloakroom  for  each  department  on  the  ground 
floor  on  the  North  side  of  the  building.  S 

Cloakrooms  &c.— Iron  rails  and  pegs  are  provided  : the  pees 
are  arranged  in  two  rows  on  either  side  of  each  cross  rail,  and  are 
numbered  and  alternate.  Ten  washing  basins  are  provided  in  the 
jumors  cloakroom  and  8 in  the  girls’  cloakroom. 

...  ^ *s  a seParate  entrance  to  each  cloak-room  on  the  N 

jW6,  , entrance,_ t0  the  Sirls’  department  communicates  with 

th^,  cloakroom  on  the  W.  side,  the  Assembly  Hall  on  the  S.  side 
and  on  the  E.  side  with  a stone  staircase  leading  to  the  girls’  cor- 
ridor and  classrooms  on  the  first  floor. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. — The  water  closets  are  of  the  pedestal 
wash-down  type  with  separate  flush.  P 11 
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Refuse  Disposal. — Proper  ash-bins  are  provided. 

Playgrounds. — Ample  accommodation  has  been  provided.  The 
surface  is  asphalted. 

St.  James’  School. — Two  hopper  ventilators  have  been  fixed 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  South  window  of  Classroom  No.  2,  and  also  a 
swivel  ventilator  in  the  upper  part  of  the  partition  between  the 
large  classroom  and  Classroom  4. 

Tupsley  School. — Two  hopper  ventilators  have  been  fixed 
in  the  lower  part  of  two  windows  on  the  South  side  of  the  large 
classroom  and  a third  hopper  ventilator  in  the  East  window 
of  the  same  room. 

Other  suggested  improvements  in  regard  to  ventilation,  sani- 
tary conveniences,  and  other  matters  are  under  the  consideration 
of  the  managers. 

St.  Martin’s  School. — A boys’  cloakroom  was  erected  and 
completed  early  in  1914-  The  building  is  of  red  brick  and  com- 
municates with  the  boys’  playground  on  the  East  side  and  with 
the  school  on  the  South-east  side  ; there  is  an  entrance  from  Ross 
Road  on  the  West  side.  The  room  measures  14'  6"  x 7',  less 
5'  x 5'  2"  on  the  .South-east  side  ; the  height  is  8'  6". 

The  lower  few  feet  of  the  walls  are  painted  dark  brown  and  the 
remainder  of  the  walls  are  distempered  a fight  green.  The  floor  is 
tiled. 

There  are  three  windows  on  the  South  side,  and  two  open  on 
the  hopper  principle. 

Additional  fight  and  ventilation  can  also  be  provided  by  means 
of  the  two  doors  on  the  E.  and  S.  sides. 

Two  washing  basins  are  provided. 

There  are  two  rows  of  pegs  (48  in  all)  arranged  on  the 
North  side.  The  pegs  are  numbered  and  alternate. 

The  inside  walls  of  four  classrooms  in  Holmer  Mixed  School, 
the  large  classroom  and  porches  in  Tupsley  School,  and  three 
classrooms,  the  central  hall  and  teachers’  room  in  St.  leters 
School  have  been  painted. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

In  Iune  at  the  request  of  the  Education  Committee,  the 
schools  were  visited  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Mackay  and  myself,  in  regard 
to  ventilation.  A report  was  presented  at  the  June  meeting  of 
the  Committee;  included  in  the  report  were  recommendations 
previously  made,  and  also  some  additional  suggestions  in  regard 
to  necessary  improvements  in  ventilation. 

It  was  pointed  out  in  the  report  that  good  ventilation  could 
be  provided  at  a moderate  cost,  and  it  was  suggested  that  each 
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school  might  spend  a certain  sum  at  once  and  complete  when  funds 
are  available. 

A communication  was  sent  to  the  managers  of  7 schools  stating 
what  improvements  were  necessary. 

In  1909  and  1910  I submitted  reports  on  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  whole  of  the  elementary  schools,  and  particulars  are 
given  on  pages  55  to  65,  Annual  Report  for  1910  ; and  also  Reports 
for  1911  to  1913. 

Heating. — The  table  on  page  76  shows  the  average  morning 
and  afternoon  temperatures  for  the  various  schools  for  the  first 
nine  months  of  the  year  ; pressure  of  other  work  prevented  the 
temperatures  being  tabulated  for  the  last  three  months.  During 
the  last  quarter,  troops  were  billeted  in  the  Scudamore  Schools, 
and  temporary  accommodation  had  to  be  provided  elsewhere. 
It  is  desirable  during  the  winter  months  that  the  temperature 
of  the  classrooms  should  not  be  below  50°  F,  when  the  children 
assemble  in  the  morning,  and  that  the  afternoon  temperature 
should  be  from  550  to  6o°  F. 

During  January  the  morning  temperatures  of  the  classrooms 
were  below  50°  in  the  following  schools  : — All  Saints’,  Holmer  Mixed 
and  Infants,  St.  James’,  St.  John’s,  St.  Martin’s  and  Scudamore 
Infants. 

During  January,  the  afternoon  temperatures  were  below 
55°  F.  in  the  following  schools : — All  Saints’,  Holmer  Mixed,  St. 
James,  St.  Martin’s,  St.  Owen’s  and  Scudamore  Infants. 

There  was  a spell  of  cold  weather  from  Nov.  16th  to  23rd  ; 
during  this  time  the  morning  temperatures  were  below  450  in  the 
following  schools  St.  James'  (1),  All  Saints’  (4),  Holmer  Mixed 
(4),  St.  Martin’s  (4),  St.  John’s  (4),  Holmer  Infants  (3)  ; the 
number  in  brackets  indicates  the  number  of  classrooms.  In 
several  of  the  schools  referred  to  for  a few  days  the  temperature 
was  as  low  as  38°  F.  During  the  same  period  the  afternoon  tem- 
peratures were  below  550  F.  in  the  following  schools  St.  John’s 

(2) ,  St.  Martin’s  (4),  Holmer  Mixed  (4),  St.  Owen’s  (4),  All  Saints’ 

(3) .  St.  James’  (3),  and  St.  Peter’s  (3). 

On  the  whole  the  temperatures  were  satisfactory,  but  it  is 
important  that  the  temperatures  of  the  classrooms  should  not  be 
as  low  as  40°,  especially  in  infants’  schools.  Due  allowance  does 
not  appear  to  be  made  by  caretakers  and  others  for  changes  in  the 
weather,  and  sometimes  the  fires  are  not  lighted  early  enough 
to  enable  the  rooms  to  be  sufficiently  heated  by  the  time  the 
children  assemble  ; in  other  cases  there  is  not  sufficient  heating 
apparatus  provided. 

During  the  summer  months  with  one  or  two  exceptions  in 
July  and  August,  the  temperatures  were  kept  within  reasonable 
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School  closed  on  account  of  Whooping  Cough. 
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limits.  Where  the  temperatures  are  above  70°  P.  in  some  cases 
the  use  of  sun  blinds  may  be  of  some  assistance,  and  in  other  cases 
freer  ventilation  is  necessary. 

Cleanliness.— During  her  visits  to  the  schools  the  School 
Nurse  takes  notice  of  the  condition  of  the  classrooms  and  cloak- 
rooms, washing  basins  and  towels. 

In  the  majority  of  the  schools  the  classrooms  and  cloakrooms 
were  clean,  and  sufficient  towels  are  now  provided. 

On  page  67,  Annual  Report  for  1913,  remarks  were  made  in 
regard  to  sufficient  number  of  pegs  in  cloakrooms  and  the  im- 
portance of  providing  sufficient  space  between  adjoining  rows 
of  pegs  ; lighting  and  ventilation  were  also  referred  to. 

ORGANISATION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MED ICAI, 

INSPECTION. 

(b)  General  description  of  the  Inspection  arrangements  which 
haw  been  made  for  the  co-relation  of  the  School  Medical  Service  with 
the  Public  Health  Service  and  for  the  organisation  and  supervision 
of  medical  inspection  and  account  of  the  methods  of  inspection  adopted 
including — 

(i.)  Schedule  of  Examination. — The  Board’s  Schedule, 
of  which  a copy  is  given  on  page  142,  Annual  Report  for  1909,’ 
is  followed  throughout.  Particulars  are  also  obtained  in  regard 
to  vaccination. 

(ii.)  Assistance  Given  to  School  Medical  Officer  — 
The  teachers  have  filled  in  the  name,  age  and  address  of  each 
scholar,  the  standard  and  also  particulars  in  regard  to  attendance 
The  notices  to  parents  were  also  sent  out  by  them!  and  they 
assisted  in  other  ways. 

(iii.)  Presence  of  Parents. — A notice  was  sent  inviting  the 
parents  to  be  present  at  the  examination.  Both  parents  were 
present  in  one  case  (.1  per  cent),  the  mother  in  254  cases  (32  per 
cent.)  the  father  in  5 cases  ( .6  per  cent.),  other  relations  in  14 
cases  (1,7  per  cent.),  in  4 cases  (.5  per  cent.)  neighbours,  and  in 
4 cases  (.5  per  cent)  guardians.  The  14  other  relatives  were  as 
follows  : — Grandmother  6,  aunt  7,  and  sister  1. 

In  a good  many  cases  useful  information  was  obtained  in  regard 
to  previous  health  of  the  children,  family  history,  &c. 

(iv.)  Extent  of  Disturbance  of  School  Arrangements. — 
In  °ider  to  avoid  disturbance  of  school  arrangements  as  much  as 
possible  I have  examined  at  least  12,  and  often  14  or  15  children 
m an  afternoon.  Further  reference  is  made  in  previous  reports. 

. , ,JJe  best  arrangement  for  carrying  out  the  medical  inspection 
is  to  have  a couple  of  rooms  away  from  the  main  building  ; one 
room  tan  lie  used  as  a waiting  room  and  the  other  for  inspection. 
The  latter  should  be  well  lighted  and  over  20  feet  in  one  direction. 
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During  the  year  I was  able  to  use  the  waiting  and  inspection 
rooms  provided  in  connection  with  the  new  Scudamore  Schools. 
I have  given  a description  of  these  rooms  in  a preceding  portion 
of  the  report. 


EXTENT  AND  SCOPE  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
INSPECTION. 


(c)  General  Statement  of  the  extent  and  scope  of  the  medical 
inspection  carried  out  during  the  year,  including — 

(i)  The  number  of  visits  paid  to  schools  and  departments. 
During  the  year  I paid  107  visits  to  schools  and  departments 

in  connection  with  medical  inspection  and  re-inspection.  The 
inspections  are  made  twice  a year. 

(ii)  The  following  children  were  examined 

(a)  All  children  five  years  and  upwards  at  entrance. 

(b)  All  children  twelve  years  of  age  and  upwards  who 

were  likely  to  leave  and  had  not  previously  been 
medically  inspected. 

(c)  Special  children  at  any  age. 

(hi)  The  number  of  children  inspected  is  shown  in  the  tables 
below.  The  following  is  a list  of  children  examined  in  each 
school : — 


School. 


All  Saints’  (Infants)  ... 

Blue  Coat  (Boys)  

Blue  Coat  (Girls)  

Holmer  (Mixed)  

Holmer  (Infants)  

Roman  Catholic  (Mixed) 
Roman  Catholic  (Infts 
Scudamore  (Boys) 
Scudamore  (Girls) 
Scudamore  (Infants) 

St.  James’  (Infants)  ... 

St.  John’s  (Girls)  

St.  Martin’s  (Mixed) 

St.  Owen’s  (Boys)  .. 

St.  Peter’s  (Girls)  

Tupsley  (Mixed)  


Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Special 

c 

ases. 

B. 

G. 

T. 

B. 

G. 

T. 

B. 

G. 

T. 

48 

29 
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— 

— 

9 

10 

19 

5 



5 

20 

— 

20 

2 

— 

2 





19 

19 

— 

— 

— 



32 

22 

54 

2 

1 

3 

44 

23 

67 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5 

13 

1 

1 

15 

29 

44 

4 

7 

11 

16 

26 

42 

— 





2 

1 

3 



50 

— 

50 

10 

— 

10 





47 

47 

— 

6 

6 

51 

34 

85 

— 

— 

2 

5 

7 

30 

29 

59 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 



— 

26 

26 

— 

1 

1 

10 

16 

26 

12 

2 

14 

1 

1 

2 



72 

— 

72 

11 

— 

n 



35 

35 

— 

12 

12 

14 

1 5 

29 

8 

8 

16 

— 

— 

218 

173 

391 

209 

188 

397 

52 

49 

101 

*'  Entrants”  are  children  examined  at  the  age  of  5 and  6 years. 

Beavers  ” are  children  examined  at  the  age  of  12  years  and  upwards. 
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TABLE  I.— NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  1ST 
JANUARY,  1914,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1914. 

A. — “ Code  ” Groups. 


1 

entrants. 

Leave 

rs. 

Other 

Other 

Grand 

Age. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

ages 

Total 

12 

13 

14 

ages. 

Total 

Total 

Boys  

— 

175 

43 

— 

218 

173 

34 

2 

— 

209 

427 

Girls  

— 

138 

35 

— 

173 

166 

22 

— 

— 

188 

361 

Totals 

315 

78 

— 

391 

339 

56 

2 

— 

397 

788 

B. — Groups  Other  than  “ Code.” 


Special  Cases. 

Boys  

52 

Girls  

49 

Totals 

101 

The  number  of  children  re-examined  is  given  later  in  the  Report  under 
‘ Miscellaneous  Work.’ 


(iv.)  Children  previously  medically  inspected  and  found  to 
have  defects  are  re-inspected  either  at  the  school  or  at  the  In- 
spection Clinic. 

Visits  for  purpose  of  re-inspection  are  paid  to  each  school 
twice  a year  ; notice  is  taken  whether  children  with  defective  eye- 
sight are  wearing  spectacles,  and  whether  children  who  have  been 
operated  on  for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids  are  breathing 
properly ; in  addition  children  with  ear  disease  are  also  re- 
examined. Children  sometimes  leave  off  wearing  spectacles  ; it 
is  therefore  important  that  children  with  defective  eyesight 
should  be  kept  under  supervision,  and  a complete  list  has  been 
made  out  in  connection  with  each  school  of  all  children  who  need 
to  wear  spectacles.  Notice  was  sent  to  the  parents  where 
spectacles  were  not  being  worn,  and  on  re-inspection  later  the 
matter  was  usually  found  to  have  been  remedied. 


8o 


A large  number  of  children  with  diseases  of  the  lungs  and 
heart  and  also  children  poorly  nourished,  &c.,  were  re-examined 
at  the  Inspection  Clinic  and  particulars  are  given  under  ‘ Mis- 
cellaneous work.’ 

(v.)  The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  defects  in  con- 


nection  with  which  instructions  were  given  regarding  treatment  : — 

Ordinary.  Special. 

Defective  vision 

27 

19 

.Squint  ... 

9 

6 

Ear  disease 

19 

5 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

15 

2 

Enlarged  tonsils 

5 

- 

Adenoids 

7 

1 

Other  defects  of  nose  and  throat 

1 

Ear  disease 

17 

4 

Deafness  ...  

13 

6 

Teeth  irregular 

13 

3 

,,  decayed 

53 

10 

Bronchitis 

3 

- 

Suspicious  Phthisis 

8 

3 

Phthisis 

8 

4 

Other  Tubercular  disease 

1 

3 

Heart  disease  ... 

2 

1 

Anaemia 

10 

16 

Skin  disease 

16 

2 

Tonsillitis 

2 

- 

Gastritis 

... 

1 

Haemorrhoids  ... 

1 

- 

Enuresis 

1 

- 

Verminous  heads 

45 

2 

Dirty  body  

19 

8 

Defective  clothing 

22 

10 

Enlargement  of  thyroid  gland 

<3  1 

OC  hi 

2 

109 

(vi.)  The  average  time  taken  for  each  inspection,  including 
weighing  and  measuring,  was  seven  to  ten  minutes. 
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GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  THE  RESULTS  OF  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 

(d)  General  review  of  the  facts  disclosed  hy  medical  inspection 
under  the  headings  contained  in  the  Schedule  to  Circular  582,  in- 
cluding tables  showing  the  height  and  weight  of  children  inspected 
(i according  to  age  and  date  of  inspection  and  sex). 


Heights  in  1914. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Years 
of  age. 

Number 
at  each 
age. 

Inches. 

Centimetres. 

Years 
of  age. 

Number 
at  each 
age. 

Inches. 

Centimetres. 

5 

i75 

40.6 

103 

5 

138 

40.7 

103.4 

6 

43 

43-02 

109. 1 

6 

35 

42.8 

108.6 

12 

173 

54-9 

139-4 

12 

166 

54-8 

1.39-2 

13 

34 

55-4 

140.6 

13 

22 

56.8 

144.2 

14 

2 

56 

142.2 

14 

— 

— 

Weights  in  1914. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Years 

Number 

Pounds. 

Kilogrammes. 

Years  of 

Number 

Kilo- 

of  age. 

at  each  age 

ago. 

at  each  age 

grammes. 

5 

i75 

37-8 

17. 1 

5 

138 

37-2 

16.8 

6 

43 

41.9 

6 

35 

39-8 

18 

12 

m 

69.9 

3i-7 

12 

166 

71.4 

32.4 

13 

34 

75-2 

34-2 

13 

22 

79.8 

36.1 

14 

2 

74-34 

33-7 

14 

— 

REGULARITY  OF  ATTENDANCE. 

Ihis  was  on  the  whole  good.  The  attendance  was  interfered 
with  in  St.  James’  School  during  December  on  account  of 
Whooping  Cough.  A register  is  now  kept  of  those  children  ex- 
cluded from  school  on  account  of  illness,  and  as  far  as  possible 
no  child  is  kept  from  school  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 
It  is  most  important  that  children  should  not  attend  school  in  the 
early  stages  of  an  infectious  disease,  and  I have  known  of  children 
attending  school  at  the  commencement  of  an  infectious  disease 
in  order  not  to  lose  the  chance  of  obtaining  a prize  for  good 
attendance.  If  it  is  necessary*  to  give  prizes  for  good  attendance 
an  allowance  should  be  made  in  connection  with  children  who  are 
absent  on  account  of  illness. 


6 
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PREVIOUS  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  &c. 


The  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Number. 

Percentage. 

Number. 

Percentage. 

Measles  

332 

77-7 

279 

77.2 

Whooping  Cough 

208 

48.7 

178 

49-3 

Chicken  Pox  

121 

28.3 

132 

36.5 

Scarlet  Fever  

15 

3-5 

36 

9.9 

Diphtheria  

l6 

3-7 

10 

2.7 

Mumps  

55 

12.8 

43 

11. 9 

Bronchitis  

10 

2.3 

2 

•5 

Pneumonia  

20 

4.6 

5 

i-3 

Other  Diseases 

12 

2.8 

13 

3-6 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Mumps  were  not  specified,  and  so 
the  information  given  will  only  represent  in  part  what  other  illnesses 
had  occurred.  The  other  diseases  from  which  the  children  had 
suffered  were  as  follows  : — 

Boys. — Influenza  i,  Inflammation  of  Liver  I,  Jaundice  I, 
Croup  i,  Asthma  I,  Acute  Poliomyelitis  I,  Rheumatism  2,  Rheu- 
matic Fever  3,  and  Eczema  1. 

Girls. — Typhoid  Fever  1,  Tubercular  Enteritis  1,  Asthma  1, 
Croup  4,  Heart  Disease  1,  Rheumatic  Fever  1,  Chorea  2,  Mar- 
asmus 1,  Inflammation  of  Breast  1. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  the  children  had  previously 
suffered  from  Measles  and  nearly  half  from  Whooping  Cough. 
Girls  suffered  a higher  incidence  than  boys  in  respect  to  Chicken 
Pox  and  .Scarlet  Fever. 


VACCINATION. 

Information  in  respect  of  vaccination  was  obtained  in  respect 
to  424  boys  and  355  girls.  This  had  not  been  carried  out  in  the 
case  of  72  boys  (17  per  cent.)  and  74  girls  (20  per  cent.). 

Out  of  329  children  attending  five  Infants’  Schools,  100  (nearly 
one-third)  had  not  been  vaccinated.  The  number  of  vaccinations 
is  unfortunately  decreasing.  I have  already  referred  to  this  matter 
in  a previous  part  of  the  report. 


FAMILY  HISTORY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

In  connection  with  the  children  examined  there  was  a family 
history  of  consumption  in  92  instances  (54  boys  and  38  girls),  equal 
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to  ii  percent.  In  15  cases  the  particulars  were  not  given, 
following  members  of  the  family  had  died  from  the  disease  . 


Number. 

Percentage. 

Father 

10  1 

18 

14-5 

Mother 

8 / 

Grandmother 

11  1 

IO 

15  • 3 

Grandfather  ... 

8 / 

Uncles 

55 

44.4 

Aunts 

30 

24.2 

Brothers 

2 

1 .6 

The 


The  number  of  relatives 
family  was  as  follows  : — 


affected  on  the  two  sides  of  the 


Grand-  Grand- 
mother. father.  Uncles.  Aunts.  Total. 

Mother’s  side  5 5 41  22  73 

Father’s  side  6 3 I4  8 31 


Of  the  104  relatives  who  had  died  from  the  disease,  jo  per  cent, 
were  related  on  the  mother’s  side  and  29.8  per  cent,  on  the  father’s 
side. 

The  following  relatives  were  suffering  from  the  disease  at  the 
time  of  the  inquiry  : — Father  5>  mother  1,  brother  2,  sister  3>  aunt 
I (mother’s  side),  uncle  1 (mother’s  side),  cousins  2 (mother  s 
side  1,  father’s  side  1).  The  number  indicates  the  number  of  cases 
in  which  a relative  was  suffering  from  the  disease,  e.g.  the  father 
in  five  cases.  In  one  case  a mother  and  in  another  case  a sister 
had  previously  suffered  from  the  disease. 

In  addition  to  Phthisis,  a history  of  Tuberculosis  (other  than 
Phthisis)  was  obtained  in  3 cases  : — A brother  was  suffering  from 
Tubercular  Peritonitis,  an  aunt  from  Tubercular  disease  of  the 
hip,  and  a sister  from  Tubercular  glands  of  the  neck. 

In  the  following  cases  a history  of  Tuberculosis  (other  than 
Phthisis)  was  obtained  in  5 instances  : — A sister  in  two  cases  was 
suffering  from  Tubercular  glands  of  the  neck  ; sister  had  previously 
suffered  from  the  same  affection ; and  in  two  cases  the  mother  and 
brother  were  respectively  suffering  from  Tubercular  disease  of 
the  hip. 

The  information  was  obtained  either  from  the  parents  or 
other  persons  present  at  the  inspection,  or  from  information 
supplied  on  the  card  provided  for  the  purpose. 

Other  Family  History. — The  mother  of  one  child  had  died 
in  the  Burghill  Asylum  and  the  father  of  another  child  was  an 
inmate  of  the  same  institution. 


Clothing  and  Footgear. — It  is  important  that  children 
should  be  properly  clothed  ; in  8 per  cent,  the  clothing  was  un- 
satisfactory, and  in  8 per  cent,  the  boots  were  unsatisfactory. 
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Of  38  children  (24  entrants  and  14  leavers),  the  clothing 
although  unsatisfactory  was  not  markedly  so,  and  in  the  case  of 
23  children  (15  entrants  and  8 leavers)  with  unsatisfactory  foot- 
gear the  same  remarks  apply. 

Younger  children  readily  contract  bronchitis  through  sitting 
in  school  with  wet  feet.  Some  of  the  infants  had  too  much 
clothing  over  the  chest,  and  in  other  cases  insufficient  covering 
for  the  legs  and  feet. 

Cleanliness. — 5.8  per  cent,  of  boys  and  37.1  per  cent,  of 
girls  had  nits  in  the  hair  ; the  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 

Moderate  number  of  nits.  Many  nits. 

Entrants.  Leavers.  Entrants.  Leavers. 

Boys  7 12  2 1 

Girls  38  61  12  14 

Forty  boys  (24  entrants,  16  leavers)  had  dirty  heads,  and  in 
the  case  of  5 boys  (4  entrants,  1 leaver)  the  head  was  very  dirty. 
A large  proportion  of  those  children  with  a large  number  of  nits 
are  also  affected  with  live  stock. 

In  the  case  of  15  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  11  per  cent,  of  the 
girls  the  body  was  dirty,  and  evidence  of  lice  was  noticed  in  5 
of  the  boys  and  6 of  the  girls. 

The  particulars  of  the  dirty  children  are  as  follows  : — 

Somewhat  dirty.  Very  dirty. 

Entrants.  Leavers.  Entrants.  Leavers. 

Boys  29  29  7 1 

Girls  27  13 

Further  remarks  in  regard  to  cleanliness  are  made  later  in 
the  Report. 

Nutrition. — Thirteen  of  the  children  (boys  2.1  per  cent., 
girls  1. 1 per  cent.)  were  badly  nourished,  and  in  addition  in  con- 
nection with  23.8  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  26.8  of  the  girls  the 
nutrition  was  below  normal. 

Enquiries  were  made  at  the  home  of  the  child  by  the  School 
Nurse  into  the  cause  of  poor  nutrition  in  connection  with  17  boys 
and  10  girls.  The  following  information  was  obtained  : — 

Insufficient  Insanitary  Bad  home  No  appa- 

food.  houses,  surroundings.  Disease,  rent  cause. 
Entrants  .2  2 4 8 4 

Leavers ...  1 - 1 3 2 

Insufficient  Food.— In  all  three  cases  the  family  was  very  large 
and  the  wages  of  the  father  insufficient. 

Insanitary  houses. — Both  houses  were  very  damp  and  in 
connection  with  one  there  was  no  through  ventilation. 

Bad  Home  Surroundings. — There  was  want  of  cleanliness  iu 
all  five  cases  and  a history  of  drink  in  three  cases. 


6-6  each  eye  (normal  vision).  t 20  feet  each  ear  (normal  hearing). 


L | 'I  r,  ' 
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Disease. — The  diseases  associated  with  the  poor  nutrition 
were  as  follows  : — 

Haemorrhoids  i,  Anaemia  5,  Bronchitis  1,  Suspicious  Phthisis 
i,  Debility  after  Pneumonia  2,  and  Adenoids  1. 

In  five  cases  the  children  lived  in  back-to-back  houses. 

No  apparent  cause. — In  six  cases  there  was  no  apparent  cause, 
but  three  of  the  children  had  been  hand  fed.  Some  children  are 
weakly  from  birth  ; in  other  cases  improper  feeding  during  the 
first  12  months  of  life  affects  the  child  for  the  remainder  of  its  life. 

1 have  already  referred  to  the  importance  of  proper  feeding  of  the 
infant  in  a previous  part  of  the  Report. 

Enquiries  were  also  made  in  regard  to  19  ‘ specials,’  14  boys 
and  5 girls.  The  ages  were  as  follows  : — 

6 7 8 9 10  11 

Boys 4 1 3 2 2 2 

Girls - 1 2 1 - 1 

The  causes  of  the  poor  nutrition  were  as  follows  : — 

Bad  home  No  apparent 

surroundings.  Disease.  causes. 

4 11  4 

Bad  Home  Surroundings. — In  every  case  the  home  was  dirty  ; 
in  one  case  the  mother  was  dead,  and  in  three  cases  there  was  a 
history  of  intemperance. 

Disease. — The  diseases  were  as  follows  : — Anaemia  8,  Gastritis  1, 
Adenoids  1,  sbghtly  Enlarged  Tonsils  1.  In  one  case  the  house 
was  rather  dirty,  and  there  was  no  through  ventilation.  Anaemia 
is  frequently  associated  with  poor  nutrition. 

No  Apparent  Cause. — 111  three  cases  the  children  had  been 
weakly  from  birth.  A child  who  lived  in  a back-to-back  house 
had  been  bottle-fed  as  an  infant  to  enable  the  mother  to  go 
out  to  work. 

Nose  and  Throat. — Particulars  in  regard  to  the  percentage 
of  children  affected  with  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat  and  also 
other  disease  and  defects  are  given  in  the  accompanying  table. 

In  addition  to  the  diseases  given,  10  boys  and  4 girls  had  the 
following  affections  : — 

Girls. — Two  ‘ entrants  ’ and  1 ‘ leaver  ’ had  nasal  catarrh, 
and  one  ‘ leaver  ’ suffered  from  follicular  tonsillitis. 

Boys. — Four  ‘ entrants  ’ and  1 ‘ leaver  ’ had  nasal  catarrh, 

2 ‘ entrants  ’ and  1 ‘ leaver  ’ tonsillitis,  and  1 ‘ entrant  ’ and  1 
‘ leaver  ’ obstruction  to  breathing  due  to  thickening  of  the  carti- 
lages of  the  nose. 

Six  boys  (3  ‘ entrants  ’ and  3 ‘ leavers  ’)  and  6 girls  (1  ‘ entrant  ’ 
and  5 ‘ leavers  ’)  had  previously  had  an  operation  for  the  removal 
of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  ; in  9 cases  at  the  Herefordshire 
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General  Hospital,  in  i case  at  the  Burton-on-Trent  Infirmary, 
and  in  2 cases  by  a private  doctor.  The  majority  of  the  children 
had  been  operated  on  as  the  result  of  advice  given  after  previous 
medical  inspection. 

External  Eye  Diseases. — Particulars  are  given  in  the 
table. 


In  the  case  of  3 boys  (1  ‘ entrant  ’ and  2 ‘ leavers  ’)  there  was 
conjunctivitis  in  association  with  blepharitis  of  both  eyes.  In 
respect  to  1 boy  (‘  entrant  ’)  the  blepharitis  was  confined  to  one 
eye.  One  boy  (‘  leaver  ’)  had  corneal  opacities  of  the  left  eye  as 
the  result  of  an  old  injury,  and  in  association  with  a corneal  ulcer 
in  another  boy  (‘leaver’)  there  was  also  conjunctivitis. 


The  particulars  of  the  squint  are 

Entrants. 

as  follows  : — 

Leavers. 

Total. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Double  convergent 

...  2 

2 

I 

2 

3 

4 

Right 

•••  3 

I 

— 

I 

3 

2 

Left 

...  1 

I 

— 

2 

3 

I 

The  eyesight  of  the  ‘ leavers  ’ was  tested  by  Snellen’s  distant 
types  at  20  feet,  and  the  defects  were  as  follows  : — 

Ages. 

12  years  13  years. 


6-i2ths  (both  eyes)  Boys 

2 

2 

Girls  

3 

— 

6-i8ths 

) > 

Boys 

2 

I 

Girls  

4 

— 

6-24ths 

>> 

Boys 

1 

— 

Girls  

2 

6-36ths 

it 

Boys  ... 

Girls  ... 

1 

6-6oths 

} » 

Bovs 

— 

— 

Girls  

3 

I 

6-i2ths  means  half  normal  vision,  and  6-24ths  one  quarter 
normal  vision.  Other  defects  of  vision  were  as  follows,  in  each  case 
the  first  number  applies  to  the  right  eye  Girls,  6-gths,  6-l2ths 
(2  aged  12  years,  1 aged  13  years),  6-i8ths,  6-gths  (12)  6-6ths, 
6-i8ths  (2  aged  12),  6-i2ths,  6-i8ths  (12),  6-qths,  6-iSths  (12) 
6-24ths,  6-i8ths  (12),  6-i8ths,  6-24ths  (12),  6-gths,  6-24ths  (2 
12).  The  number  in  brackets  is  the  age  in  years. 

Bovs  ;_6-gths,  6-i2ths  (3  aged  12  years),  6-i2ths  6-6tlis 
6-i2ths,  6-gth^  (12),  6-6ths,  6-i2.ths  (12),  6-i2ths,  6-i8tlis 


aged 

(12), 

(12), 


6-i8ths[  6-i2ths  (12),  6-24ths,  6-i8ths  (13),  6-6ths,  6-0  (12),  6-gths, 


6-6oths  (12). 

Nineteen  boys  (g  per  cent.)  and  26  girls  (13  per  cent.)  suffered 
from  defective  eyesight. 

Other  particulars  are  given  in  the  table. 
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Ten  girls  aged  I 2 years  and  i aged  13  years  'were  wearing 
spectacles  at  the  time  of  inspection,  and  also  6 boys  aged  12  years 
and  2 aged  13  years.  ' . ■ 

Ten  children  (4  boys  and  6 girls)  had  been  previously  treated 
at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital ; 1 boy  and  1 girl  at  the 
Victoria  Hospital,  2 boys  and  1 girl  at  the  School  Clinic  as  ‘ specials,’ 
a boy  at  the  Derby  Infirmary,  a girl  at  the  Worcester  General 
Hospital,  and  a boy  and  a girl  by  their  private  doctor. 

A boy  aged  12  years  was  blind  in  the  left  eye  as  the  result  of 
an  accident. 

It  will  be  seen  that  girls  suffer  from  defective  vision  to  a 
greater  extent  than  boys. 

Eye-strain  is  one  of  the  causes  of  defective  vision  ; this  may 
be  caused  by  allowing  the  child  to  read  too  much  at  an  early  age, 
especially  if  the  type  is  small.  Too  much  ‘ near  work  ’ is  also  bad 
for  the  eyes.  Sometimes  defective  vision  is  associated  with 
debility  or  malnutrition. 

It  is  most  important  that  the  lighting  of  classrooms  should 
be  satisfactory. 

Ear  Disease  and  Deafness. — Seven  boys  (4  entrants  and  3 
leavers),  and  1 girl  (entrant)  had  ear  discharge  at  the  time  of  in- 
spection. With  the  exception  of  a boy  aged  6 years  the  discharge 
was  from  one  ear. 

In  connection  with  three  girls  aged  5 and  12  years  (2),  and 
three  boys  aged  12  (2)  and  13  years,  there  was  a history  of  dis- 
charge from  time  to  time  ; in  the  case  of  2 boys  aged  12  years 
from  both  ears  and  in  the  other  cases  from  one  ear. 

Four  boys  aged  12  years  (3)  and  5 years  (1),  and  3 girls  aged 
12  years,  had  suffered  from  ear  disease,  but  there  had  been  no 
history  of  discharge  for  some  time  ; with  the  exception  of  a boy 
aged  5 years  and  a girl  aged  12  years  one  ear  only  had  been 
affected. 


The  particulars  in  regard  to  deafness  are  as  follows  : — 


Entrants. 

heavers. 

— 

Grand 

B. 

G. 

T. 

0/ 

/o 

B. 

G. 

T. 

O/ 

/o 

Total. 

0/ 

/o 

One  ear 

3 

3 

6 

1.5 

11 

5 

16 

4 

22 

2.7 

Both  ears 

5 

2 

7 

1.7 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 1 

1.3. 

The  hearing  of  the  ‘ leavers  ’ was  also  tested  by  the  tick  of  a 
watch,  and  some  minor  deafness  (usually  due  to  wax)  found,  which 
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was  not  detected  by  the  whisper  test.  By  the  watch  test  12  boys 
and  4 girls  had  deafness  of  one  ear,  and  8 boys  and  5 girls  deafness 
of  both  ears. 

Wax  is  a common  cause  of  deafness  ; particulars  are  given 
in  the  table.  In  some  cases  the  deafness  was  associated  with 
recent  or  old  ear  disease,  and  in  other  cases  with  adenoids. 

Teachers  should  see  that  children  who  suffer  from  deafness 
are  placed  near  the  front  of  the  class. 

Teeth. — Nearly  half  the  children  had  4 or  more  decayed 
teeth,  and  only  one-tenth  had  no  decayed  teeth  ; there  was  a 
septic  condition  of  the  gums  in  2 per  cent. 

Information  was  obtained  in  regard  to  cleanliness.  The  par- 
ticulars are  as  follows  : — 


Good. 

Medium. 

Bad. 

1 B' 

0/ 

/o 

G. 

O/ 

/o 

B. 

0/ 

/o 

G. 

O/ 

/o 

B. 

O/ 

/o 

G. 

O/ 

/o 

Entrants  ... 

22 

10.1 

19 

10.9 

162 

74.3 

128 

73.9 

34 

15.6 

26 

15.0 

Leavers 

9 

4.3 

13 

6.9 

174 

83.0 

157 

83.5 

26 

12.4 

18 

9.5 

Total 

31 

7.2 

32 

8.8 

336 

78.6 

285 

78.9 

60 

14 

44 

12.1 

Insufficient  attention  is  given  to  cleaning  the  teeth.  In  14  per 
cent,  of  boys  and  12  per  cent,  of  girls  the  teeth  were  dirty  ; the 
cleanliness  of  the  teeth  was  satisfactory  in  the  case  of  7.2  per  cent, 
of  the  boys  and  8.8  per  cent,  of  the  girls. 

Information  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  decay  is  given 
on  pages  95  and  96,  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

Enlarged  Glands. — This  was  marked  in  the  case  of  3 boys 
and  5 girls,  and  there  was  moderate  enlargement  in  20  per  cent, 
of  the  children.  The  children  with  marked  enlargement  were 
kept  under  observation,  but  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  appeared 
to  be  present.  The  enlargement  was  generally  of  the  glands  of 
the  neck.  In  several  cases  of  marked  and  in  a distinct  proportion 
where  there  was  moderate  enlargement,  the  condition  was 
associated  with  carious  teeth  ; the  condition  is  also  associated 
with  enlargement  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  ear  disease,  poor  nutri- 
tion, and  other  diseases. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — The  conditions  found  were  as 


follows  : — 

Dilatation. 

Hypertrophy. 

Mitral 

Other.  Disease,  &c. 

B.  G. 

B. 

G. 

B.  G.  B.  G. 

Entrants 

5 1 

- 

- - - 2 

Reavers 

4 4 

2 

2 

I 

A boy  aged  12  years  had  rapid  action  of  the  heart. 


Two  girls  aged  6 years  referred  to  above  had  congenital  disease 
of  the  heart. 

A number  of  children  with  heart  affection  were  re-examined 
at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  and  the  final  diagnosis  is  based  on  the 
result  of  further  examination.  In  several  cases  where  the  disease 
appeared  to  be  of  a permanent  nature,  the  signs  had  disappeared 
after  an  interval  of  a few  months.  The  mitral  disease  was  of  a 
permanent  nature,  the  other  conditions  were  temporary  ; dilatation 
is  often  found  in  association  with  antenna. 

Anemia. — This  was  marked  in  the  case  of  6 boys  (3  entrants 
and  3 leavers)  and  1 girl  (entrant)  and  moderate  in  respect  to  23 
boys  (12  entrants  and  n leavers)  and  19  girls  (6  entrants  and  13 
leavers).  This  condition  is  often  associated  with  poor  nutrition. 

Lungs  and  Chest. — Particulars  are  given  in  the  accompanying- 
table.  Fifteen  boys  and  14  girls  suffered  from  Bronchitis,  5 boys 
and  4 girls  had  poor  expansion  of  the  chest,  and  one  boy  had 
Laryngitis. 

Six  boys  and  3 girls  suffered  from  Phthisis,  and  7 boys  and  7 
girls  from  suspected  Phthisis  ; in  the  case  of  6 girls  (entrants)  and 
6 boys  (4  entrants  and  2 leavers)  the  disease  was  possible. 

In  1 7 boys  (11  entrants  and  6 leavers)  and  12  girls  (6  entrants 
and  6 leavers),  the  breath  sounds  at  one  or  both  apices  of  the  lungs 
were  abnormal,  but  there  were  no  signs  of  any  disease  ; such 
children  are  more  likely  to  develop  Phthisis. 

The  final  diagnosis  given  above  is  based  on  re-examination 
at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  and  further  examination  in  10  cases  (6 
boys  and  4 girls)  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary. 

Eight  children,  5 boys  (1  entrant  and  4 leavers)  and  3 girls 
(1  entrants  and  2 leavers)  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Phthisis  ; 
and  a boy  aged  5 years,  although  not  notified,  was  stated  to  be 
suffering  from  probable  Phthisis. 

A boy  aged  12  years  was  notified  previous  to  the  medical 
inspection. 

In  the  opinion  oi  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  a boy  aged  12  years 
and  a girl  aged  5 years  were  not  suffering  from  Phthisis. 

The  cases  with  suspicious  Phthisis  are  still  under  observation. 

I tuberculosis  (other  than  Phthisis). — A boy  aged  12  years 
had  Tubercular  disease  of  the  bones  and  joints  of  the  left  hand 
and  was  under  treatment  at  the  out-patient  department  of  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital. 

A boy  aged  5 years  had  suffered  from  Tubercular  disease  of 
the  glands  ol  the  neck  and  the  little  finger  of  the  left  hand  at  the 
age  of  2 years.  A girl  aged  5 years  had  a scar  on  the  left  side  of  the 
neck  caused  by  breaking  down  of  Tubercular  glands  on  the  right 
side  of  the  neck  at  the  age  of  2 years. 
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A girl  aged  12  years  had  suffered  from  Tubercular  disease  of 
the  left  tibia  at  the  age  of  5 years  ; a girl  aged  13  years  had 
suffered  from  tubercular  glands  of  the  right  side  of  the  neck  (scar 
present)  and  from  tubercular  disease  of  the  left  foot  at  the  age  of 
5 years.  All  the  cases  had  been  treated  at  the  Herefordshire 
General  Hospital. 

Thyroid  Gland. — Three  boys  (1  entrant,  2 leavers)  had 
moderate  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland. 

Two  girls  (leavers)  had  distinct  enlargement,  and  11  girls 
(4  entrants,  7 leavers)  had  a moderate  amount  of  enlargement  of 
the  gland.  Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports.  In  the 
majority  of  the  cases  the  children  had  resided  in  the  town  since 
birth  and  had  drunk  the  town  water,  which  is  very  soft. 


Nervous  System. — Two  boys  and  a girl,  aged  5 years,  and  a 
girl  aged  12  years,  were  stated  to  have  suffered  from  epileptic 
fits  at  intervals.  A girl  12  years  of  age  suffered  from  hysteria 
and  two  girls  aged  5 and  6 years  from  nocturnal  enuresis. 

Two  entrants  (a  girl  and  boy)  and  3 leavers  (boys)  suffered 
from  the  effects  of  infantile  paralysis.  I11  each  case  there  was 
partial  loss  of  power  in  the  muscles  of  the  arms  and  legs  ; in  4 cases 
one  side  was  affected. 


Speech. — Four  boys  (1  entrant  and  3 leavers)  stammered  ; 
the  other  conditions  found  were  as  follows  : — 

Other 


Nasal 

voice. 


B. 

2 

2 


Entrants  ...  • 

Leavers 

Nasal  voice  is  usually 
adenoids. 


G. 

3 


Lisp. 
b.  G. 

1 1 

1 1 


Slow 
thick. 
b.  G. 

2 

1 


defective 
articulation. 
B.  G. 

1 


in  association  with  enlarged  tonsils  and 


Mental  Condition.— Particulars  are  given  in  the  table.  Five 
boys  and  2 girls  were  mentally  defective. 

Skin  Disease— The  conditions  found  were  as  follows  :— 


Entrants.  Leavers. 

B.  G.  B.  G. 

Ringworm  (scalp)  ...  2 1 

Impetigo  5 

Eczema  3 b 2 5 

Seborrhcea  (scalp)  ...  1 2 1 

Psoriasis  


Rickets  —Signs  of  rickets  in  early  life  are  seen  in  the  bowed 
legs,  flat  forehead,  beaded  ribs,  and  other  deformities  ; 5 boys 
and  8 girls  were  affected. 
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Entrants. 

Leavers. 

EFOKM1TIES 

Ii.  G. 

B.  G. 

Associated  with  infantile  paralysis  ... 

1 1 

3 

Associated  with  rickets 

2 

5 3 

Kjqihosis 

- 

1 

Hydrocephalic  head 

1 

- - 

Flat  chest 

- 

4 1 

A boy  aged  5 years  had  curved  tibiae  as  the  result  of  rickeb 

The  chest  was  abnormally  shaped  as  follows  : — ‘ Pigeon  ’ chest 
(5  boys  and  i girl,  ‘leavers’),  barrel-shaped  (boy,  aged  14  years), 
alar  chest  (boy,  aged  5 years,  and  girl,  aged  12  years). 

Other  Diseases  ok  Defects.  -There  was  septic  condition 
of  the  skin  of  the  fingers  of  both  hands  in  a boy  aged  5 years  and  of 
one  thumb  in  a boy  aged  12  years  ; another  boy  had  an  abscess 
of  the  skin  over  one  knee.  A girl  aged  5 years  had  sores  on  the 
head.  These  conditions  have  not  been  included  under  skin  disease. 

A girl  and  a boy  (‘  leavers  ’)  had  slight  rupture  on  one  side. 
Three  ‘ entrants  ’ (boys)  suffered  from  stomatitis,  glossitis,  and 
whooping  cough  respectively  ; two  ‘ entrants  ’ (girls)  were  affected 
with  vermes  and  enteritis  respectively. 


SPECIAL,  CASES. 

Each  head  teacher  was  requested  to  bring  to  my  notice  at 
the  time  of  medical  inspection  any  children  who  were  in  ill-health 
or  suffered  from  defective  vision,  deafness,  or  who  were  badly 
nourished  or  dirty  and  neglected.  Altogether  52  boys  and  49 
girls  were  examined.  A complete  examination  was  not  made, 
but  attention  was  concentrated  on  the  particular  disease  or 
defect,  at  the  same  time  any  other  abnormal  condition  was  noted. 

The  ages  of  the  children  were  as  follows  : — 

Ages  in  years  ...  5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14 

Boys 3 4 8 11  4 5 9 - 7 1 

Girls - 5 5 10  9 8 8 1 3 

The  defects  are  given  in  the  table  011  page  92. 

I have  already  referred  to  enquiries  made  by  the  School  Nurse 
in  certain  cases  of  poor  nutrition. 

Defective  Eyesight.— The  defects  found  were  as  follows  : — 

Boys. — 6-6ths,  6-24ths  (10),  6-i2ths,  6-i2ths  (10  and  11), 
6-i8ths,  6-i8ths  (7  (2)  and  10),  6-24ths,  6-24ths  (10),  6-i8ths, 
6-i2ths  (11),  6-6oths,  6-36ths  (11). 

Girls. — 6-i2ths,  6-i2ths  (7),  6-i8ths,  6-i8ths  (6),  6-36ths, 
6-36ths  (11  and  13),  6-6ths,  6-0  (8),  6-24ths,  6-9ths  (8),  6-9ths, 
6-36ths  (9),  6-i8ths,  6-24ths  (11),  6-36ths,  6-6oths  (10),  6-i2ths, 
6-i8ths  (10),  6-i2ths,  6-36ths  (9). 

The  number  in  brackets  is  the  age  of  the  child. 


SPECIAL  CASES. 
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Two  girls  aged  io  and  n years  were  wearing  spectacles  ; the 
former  had  attended  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital  and  the 
latter  the  School  Clinic. 

Ear  Disease. — In  addition  to  the  information  given  in  the 
table,  a girl  aged  7 years  had  suffered  from  ear  disease  in  one  ear, 
and  a girl  8 years  from  disease  in  both  ears,  but  there  had  been  no 
recent  discharge. 


Deafness. — One  boy  and  4 girls  had  deafness  in  one  ear, 
the  amount  as  ascertained  by  the  whisper  test  (normal  hearing, 
20  feet)  and  the  probable  causes  are  given  in  brackets. 

A boy,  8 years  (15  feet,  wax).  Girls — 6 years  (10  feet,  recent 
ear  discharge),  7 years  (5  feet,  old  ear  disease),  8 years  (15  feet 
adenoids),  n years  (20  feet,  wax). 

One  boy  and  three  girls  suffered  from  deafness  in  both  ears  ; 
the  particulars  are  as  follows  : — Boy,  11  years  (right  ear  is  feet 
left  10  feet  ; previously  left  ear  disease). 


Girls.— Aged  8 years  (15  feet,  adenoids),  8 years  (20  feet, 
adenoids  and  recent  discharge),  11  years  (right  ear  is  feet  left 
20  feet,  previously  double  ear  disease). 

In  each  case  the  hearing  was  also  examined  by  the  tick  of  a 
watch,  and  m some  cases  deafness  was  found  by  this  test  but  not 
by  the  whisper  test. 

. .t'b'OSF1  AND  Throat.  In  addition  to  the  particulars  given 
in  the  table,  a boy  aged  9 years,  had  some  obstruction  to  breathing 
due  to  enlargement  of  the  nasal  bones  and  cartilages. 

The  tonsils  and  adenoids  of  a boy  aged  7 years  had  been  re- 
moved 2 years  previously  at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital. 

, Tuberculosis.— The  final  diagnosis  is  based  on  the  report 
of  the  tuberculosis  Officer  in  six  cases  (3  boys  and  3 girls) ; two  boys 
aged  8 and  10  years  _ and  a girl  aged  9 years  were  notified  as 
suffering  from  1 hthisis,  and  a girl  aged  8 years  from  Tubercular 
Glands  of  the  neck. 


A boy  aged  8 years,  although  not  notified,  was  stated  to  be 
suffering  from  probable  Tuberculosis  of  the  abdominal  glands 
and  a girl  aged  7 years  was  stated  to  be  free  from  Phthisis.  A girl 
aged  8 years  had  been  previously  notified  as  suffering  from  Phthisis 
by  a medical  practitioner. 

Other  Affections  of  Dungs  and  Chest.— In  a boy  aged  11 
>ears  and  3 girls  aged  7 years  (2)  and  10  years,  there  was  an 

dkP^?aln0ndu10n  °f  ?ne  or  both  aPices  of  the  lungs.  but  "0  actual 
w?  ^ °ne  b°-r  age?  *3  years  and  3 girls  aged  7,  9 and  10  years 
had  poor  expansion  of  the  chest. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — One  boy  aged  11  years  and  two  girls 
aged  9 and  11  years  suffered  fron  a dilated  heart,  and  a boy  aged 
8 years  from  mitral  disease.  The  final  diagnosis  is  based  on  re- 
examination at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 
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Sixteen  boys  and  9 girls  suffered  from  anaemia. 

Toor  Nutrition. — Particulars  of  visits  by  the  school  nurse 
have  been  given  on  page  85. 

Other  Diseases— Boys— aged  11  years,  irregularity  of  teeth  ; 
9 years,  minor  epilepsy  ; 8 years,  defective  articulation. 

Girls Aged  10  years,  boil  in  connection  with  left  ear  ; 11 

years,  hysteria  ; 9 years,  gastritis. 


home  circumstances,  social  and  industrial 

CONDITIONS. 


(e)  General  review  of  the  relation  of  home  circumstances  and 
social  and  industrial  conditions  to  the  health  and  physical  condition 
of  the  children  inspected , as  far  as  facts  hearing  on  this  point  have 
come  under  notice. 

A large  number  of  visits  were  made  by  the  School  Nurse  at 
the  home  of  the  child  ; 483  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
defects  found  on  medical  inspection,  also  114  visits  in  connection 
with  uncleanliness  and  neglect,  and  289  visits  in  connection  with 
defects  found  on  dental  inspection.  A large  number  of  miscel- 
laneous visits  were  also  made  in  regard  to  infectious  disease  and 


other  matters. 

In  regard  to  uncleanliness,  it  was  found . that  the  causes  in 
the  majority  of  cases  were  carelessness  and  indifference.  Other 
causes  were  intemperance,  ill-health  of  the  mother,  or  the  mother 
having  to  go  out  to  work.  Other  information  is  given  on  pages 
83  and  84,  Annual  Report  for  1913. 


TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 
if\  “ Review  of  the  methods  employed  or  available  for  the  treat- 
ment of  defects,  such  as  defective  eyesight,  carious  teeth  nasal  obstruc- 
tion or  adenoids,  tonsillitis,  discharging  ears,  pediculosis,  ringworm 
and  other  skin  diseases,  including  an  account  of  the  action  of  school 
nurses  in  obtaining  or  assisting  in  the  treatment  of  such  dejects. 


Cleanliness. 

On  page  84,  Annual  Report  for  1913,  an  account  was  given 
of  the  action  taken  in  regard  to  verminous  children. 

In  January  the  father  of  a girl  aged  13  years  was  prosecuted 
for  non-attendance  of  the  child  at  school.  Ihe  al  ter  did  not 
appear  but  the  mother  was  warned  by  the  magistrates  that  the 
verminous  condition  of  a child  was  not  a reasonable  excuse  for  its 
absence  from  school. 

In  June  the  father  of  a girl  aged  12  years  was  prosecuted  tor 
the  same  cause.  No  penalty  was  enforced  but  the  case  was i ad- 
journed, and  was  afterwards  dismissed,  as  the  child  was  shortly 
afterwards  sent  to  school  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


95 


The  following  table  gives  the  percentage  of  verminous  heads 
found  in  the  schools  at  the  time  of  the  first  inspection  : — 
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School. 

All  Saints 

Blueeoat  Boys’ 

„ Girls’  

Holmer  Mixed 
,,  Infants’ 

Roman  Catholic  Mixed 
„ ,,  Infants’ 

St.  James’s  ... 

St.  John’s 

St.  Martin’s  ... 

St.  Owen’s 

St.  Peter’s 

Scudamore  Boys’  ... 

„ Girls’  ...  ...  ...  ...! 

Junior  ...  ...  ...  ,1 

Tupsley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...j 

q6 


Forty-two  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  by  the  School 
Nurse  re  verminous  children.  Each  child  was  examined  once  in 
6 schools,  twice  in  7 schools,  and  three  times  in  2 schools.  In 
addition  sixteen  additional  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
examining the  worst  cases,  as  follows  : — 4 schools  1 visit,  to  2 
schools  2 visits,  to  1 school  3 visits  and  to  5 schools  1 visit. 
Altogether  4,836  examinations  (2,347  boys  and  2,489  girls)  were 
made  in  connection  with  1,288  boys  and  1,548  girls- 

The  results  are  divided  into  three  groups — (1)  bad,  (2)  moderate, 
and  (3)  slight. 

Under  the  term  ‘ bad  ’ are  included  children  with  a very  large 
number  of  nits  in  the  hair,  and  also  those  with  pediculi.  Included 
under  ‘ moderate  ’ are  those  with  a fair  number  of  nits  in  the 
hair  but  not  pediculi,  and  under  ‘ slight  ’ those  children  with  only 
a small  number  of  nits. 

In  reviewing  the  number  of  children  affected  in  each  school 
account  must  be  taken  of  the  class  of  children  attending  the  school 
and  the  houses  from  which  they  come  ; at  the  same  time  a good 
deal  depends  on  the  condition  in  which  children  are  allowed  to 
attend  school  by  the  head  teacher.  The  average  percentage  for 
each  group  examined  during  1914  is  as  follows  : — 

Bad.  Moderate.  Slight. 

Bovs  ...  1. 1 1.2  3-2 

Girls  ...  10.9  16.8  22.3 

Last  year  under  the  term  moderate  were  included  children 
with  a small  number  of  nits.  The  percentage  of  ‘ bad  ’ in  1913 
was— boys  3.76  per  cent.,  and  girls  20.45  per  cent.  ; there  is  thus 
an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  children  in  IQI4>  but  the 
fact  remains  that  there  is  room  for  considerable  improi  ement 
in  connection  with  one-tenth  of  the  girls. 

Of  the  children  attending  the  elementary  schools  in  this  town 
47,5  per  cent,  of  the  girls  and  5 >6  per  cent,  of  the  boys  have 
verminous  heads. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  condition  of  the  girls’  heads  is  much 
worse  than  the  boys,  and  this  is  to  a large  extent  due  to  the  girls 
having  long  hair. 

The  clothing  was  found  to  be  defective  in  6.2  per  cent,  of  the 
boys  and  3.6  per  cent  of  the  girls. 

Other  defects  noted  were  as  follows  : — Ringworm  5 cases, 
impetigo  4,  blepharitis  5,  conjunctivitis  1,  sores  4,  and  ear  dis- 
charge in  2 cases. 

Visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  in  114  cases,  thirteen  girls 
and  2 boys  were  treated  for  pediculi  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  , in 
the  majority  of  the  cases  there  were  sores  in  the  head  and  the 
parents  were  incapable  of  dealing  with  the  condition. 
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On  pages  86  and  87,  Annual  Report  for  1913,  reference  was 
made  to  shower  baths  and  to  a cleansing  centre. 

Clothing  and  Footgear. — Where  the  clothing  or  footgear 
was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  the  attention  of  the  parents  was 
drawn  to  the  condition. 

In  several  cases  the  children  were  referred  to  the  Police  Aided 
vSociety.  On  account  of  visits  at  the  home  by  the  School  Nurse, 
the  condition  was  remedied  in  many  cases.  Two  cases  were  referred 
to  the  vSociety  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

The  father  of  3 children  (2  boys  aged  5 and  12,  and  a girl  aged 
8)  was  prosecuted  in  July  by  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  for  neglecting  his  wife  and  family.  The  children 
had  been  kept  in  a verminous  condition  and  the  clothing  was  dirty 
and  defective.  The  children  had  first  come  under  our  observation 
shortly  after  the  family  arrived  in  the  town  from  Wales  about  12 
months  previous  to  the  prosecution,  and  had  resided  in  several 
houses  in  the  town.  Latterly  they  had  resided  in  the  basement 
of  a house  in  West  Street,  which  was  dirty,  and  without  sufficient 
light  and  ventilation. 

The  father  earned  sufficient  wages  to  properly  maintain  the 
family,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  two  months’  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour  ; the  wife  and  children  were  removed  to  the  Work- 
house,  and  a boy  aged  12  years  was  sent  to  a training  ship. 

TREATMENT  OF  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL 
DEFECTS. 

Where  defects  are  found  on  medical  inspection  and  no  treat- 
ment is  being  carried  out,  the  parents  are  advised  either  verbally 
or  by  written  notice  to  consult  their  own  doctor  or  dentist.  After 
an  interval  of  2 to  4 weeks  the  School  Nurse  calls  at  the  home 
and  enquires  whether  treatment  has  been  carried  out,  and  in  the 
absence  of  treatment  further  visits  are  made.  Altogether  483 
visits  were  made  by  the  School  Nurse  in  regard  to  following  up 
and  the  large  majority  of  the  defects  were  treated. 

Clinic. — Suitable  cases  are  referred  to  the  School  Clinic  for 
treatment.  No  children  are  treated  where  the  income  is  £2  or 
over  per  week,  and  a small  graduated  charge  is  made  where  the 
income  is  between  £1  and  £2  per  week. 

Full  particulars  in  regard  to  the  Clinic  were  given  on  pages 
87-89,  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

From  the  beginning  of  June  Dr.  Wood  was  re-appointed 
for  diseases  of  the  eye  ; Dr.  DuBuisson  for  diseases  of  the  nose, 
throat  and  ear  ; Dr.  Chapman  as  anaesthetist,  and  Mr.  Quinton 
Miller  as  dentist  for  a period  of  a year. 
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During  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  Drs.  Morris  and  Ainslie 
attended  the  Clinic  for  diseases  of  the  nose,  throat  and  ear  ; Dr, 
Meyrick  Janies  as  anaesthetist,  and  Mr.  Peyton  Levason  as  dentist. 

There  were  14  attendances  by  the  doctors  in  connection  with 
the  eye  and  9 attendances  in  connection  with  the  nose,  throat 
and  ear. 


The  doctors  and  dentist  took  a lot  of  trouble  with  the  cases 
and  the  results  of  the  treatment  are  very  satisfactory.  The 
vSchool  Nurse  made  the  arrangements  and  assisted  the  doctors 
at  the  Clinic,  and  took  a keen  interest  in  the  work.  One  of  the 
nurses  of  the  City  Nursing  and  Maternity  Society  rendered  useful 
help  on  operation  days. 


Eye  Cases. — The  particulars  in  regard  to  treatment  are  given 
in  the  tables  on  pages  99  & 100.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  percentage 
of  cases  treated  was  as  follows  : — 


Defective  vision 
Squint 

External  disease 

* Means  ‘ entrants  ’ 
medical  inspection. 


* Ordinary . 
No.  ' % 
27  88.8 

9 100 

19  100 


0/ 

/o 


Special. 

No. 

19  89.4 

6 100 

s 100 


and  * leavers  ’ examined  in  the  ordinary  course  of 


TREATMENT  OF  ORDINARY  EYE  CASES, 
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NOTES. — * One  was  blind  in  the  left  eye,  due  to  injury.  f One  was  due  to  old  nebulae,  and  one  to  polar  cataracts. 

$ One  lived  outside  the  City  ; one  left  the  district ; one  was  re-examined  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  and 
spectacles  found  unnecessary.  § In  one  case  the  muscles  were  paralysed  and  spectacles  were  of  no  use. 
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“SPECIAL”  CASES. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Sdi 

Cli 

ool 

lie. 

Victc 

Hosj 

>ria 

>ital. 

Own 

Doctor. 

No  a 
tak 

:tion 

2U. 

Total. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Defective  vision 

5 

10 

1 

1 

1* 

1* 

19 

External  eye  disease 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Squint  

2 

4 

6 

* For  Clinic  in  1915 


Clinic. — Twenty-five  boys  and  37  girls  were  referred  to  the 
Clinic  for  treatment  as  follows  : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Entrants 

5 

7 

12 

Leavers  ... 

12 

16 

28 

Specials 

8 

14 

22 

Spectacles  were  ordered  for  16  ordinary  and  9 special  cases. 
In  the  case  of  1 boy  and  1 girl  (leavers),  who  already  wore  spectacles 
new  frames  were  ordered,  the  old  frames  being  too  small. 

The  eyesight  of  5 boys  and  4 girls  who  had  been  medically 
inspected  in  previous  years,  was  also  examined  and  spectacles  were 
ordered  in  6 cases. 

Two  boys,  who  were  treated  at  the  Clinic  in  1913,  and  a boy 
who  had  been  previously  treated  at  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  were  ordered  fresh  spectacles. 


The  following  defects  were  found  : — 


Defects. 

Uni  1 

ants 

Leavers 

Specials 

ot 

Cas 

:ier 

es. 

Total 

B. 

G. 

B.  G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Myopia  

. . . 

2 2 

1 

. . . 

1 

i 

6 

Hypermetropia  

... 

1 0 

1 

1 

3 

7 

Myopic  Astigmatism  

2 

2 

1 

7 

Hypermetropic  ditto  

... 

2 3 

3 

7 

3 

1 

19 

Mixed  ditto  

1 ... 

1 

. . . 

2 

Strabismus  

:i 

4 

1 2 

2 

4 

3 

19 

Conjunctivitis  

2 

2 ... 

1 

1 

6 

Blepharitis  

2 

3 

2 2 

1 

1 

1 1 

Opacities  

1 

1 

Cataracts  

1 

1 

Blind  Eye  

... 

1 ... 

1 

1 

Hysteria 

!..  i 

... 

1 

2 

Nebula  

... 

. • . 

1 

In  connection  with  errors  of  refraction,  it  will  be  seen  that  out 
of  41  cases,  in  26  there  was  hypermetropia,  and  in  13  cases  mycpia, 
i.e.  63  per  cent,  were  long  sighted  and  31  per  cent,  short-sighted. 
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NOvSE,  THROAT  AND  EAR. 


The  particulars  of  treatment  carried  out  are  given  in  the 
tables  on  pages  102  and  103.  The  percentage  of  cases  treated  was 
as  follows  : — 


Ordinary. 

Special. 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

15  (*) 

86.6 

2 

100 

Enlarged  tonsils 

5 

40 

— 

— 

Adenoids 

7 (t) 

100 

1 

100 

Ear  disease 

17 

94.1 

4 

100 

Deafness 

13 

100 

6 

83-3 

Deflected  septum 

1 

100 

— 

— 

* Operation  in  7 cases 

t 

Operation  in 

3 cases. 

Deafness  is  invariably  associated  with  enlarged  tonsils  and 
adenoids,  and  all  deafness  referred  to  above  is  apart  from  this 
cause.  Children  with  enlargement  of  the  tonsils  or  adenoids  are 
much  more  susceptible  to  infectious  disease  ; it  is  therefore 
important  that  treatment  should  be  carried  out  where  necessary. 

Clinic. — Forty-six  children  were  treated  at  the  Clinic  as 
follows  : — 


Boys. 

Entrants  ...  ...  9 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Specials  ...  ...  3 

In  addition  11  children  who  had  been  medically  inspected 
previous  to  1914  were  treated. 

A boy  and  a girl,  not  previously  medically  inspected,  were  also 
treated  at  the  Clinic  ; the  boy  was  suffering  from  adenoids,  and 
had  an  operation  for  their  removal ; the  girl  was  suffering  from  ear 
discharge. 


Girls. 

10 

3 

3 

been  medically 


Total. 

19 

8 

6 


In  connection  with  the  above  cases,  20  operations  were  per- 
formed for  the  removal  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  but  five 
of  these  were  carried  out  early  in  1915.  Ten  of  the  operations 
were  performed  on  children  inspected  previous  to  1914,  and  mention 
of  these  has  already  been  made  in  the  School  Report  for  1913. 

Operation  has  been  postponed  in  three  cases  and  in  two  cases 
has  been  refused. 


Ear  Disease. — These  cases  either  had  discharge  at  the  time, 
or  discharge  occurred  from  one  or  both  ears  at  intervals.  A few  cases 
were  examined  in  which  there  was  no  history  of  recent  discharge. 
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NOTES. — a One  left  City.  B Under  observation  ; treatment  postponed.  c Operation  refused. 

(o)  One  operation  and  (02)  two  operations  performed. 
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“SPECIAL”  CASES. 


Defect. 

School 

Clinic. 

No  action 

taken. 

Total. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Enlarged  tonsils  and 
adenoids  

• • • 

2 (a) 

• • . 

. . . 

2 

Adenoids 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Ear  disease  

1 

3 

... 

... 

4 

Deafness  

1 

4 

... 

1 (C) 

6 

Deflected  Septum 

Kb) 

... 

... 

... 

1 

a For  operation  in  1915.  b Operation  not  advised,  c Developed  Diphtheria 


THE  TEETH. 

The  particulars  of  the  number  of  decayed  teeth  in  connection 
with  children  medically  inspected,  given  in  a previous  part  of  the 
Report,  indicate  that  every  means  should  be  taken  to  prevent  decay, 
as  this  has  a deleterious  effect  on  the  health  of  the  children. 
Poisonous  products  are  produced  in  connection  with  decaying  teeth, 
and  the  absorption  of  these  causes  ansemia  and  other  ill  effects. 
Children  with  decayed  teeth  are  more  liable  to  septic  conditions 
of  the  mouth  and  throat  and  are  more  susceptible  to  infectious 
disease. 

The  causes  and  prevention  of  decay  were  discussed  on  pages 
95  and  96,  School  Report  for  1913. 

The  causes  of  decay  are  those  conditions  which  facilitate 
the  collection  and  retention  of  carbo-hydrate  food  in  contact  with  the 
teeth.  Soft,  starchy  foods  induce  decay  and  fibrous  foods  generally 
are  preventive. 

It  is  important  that  the  teeth  should  be  cleaned  regularly. 

Once  decay  has  started  in  the  tooth  the  only  remedy  is  the 
removal  of  the  decay  and  the  filling  of  the  tooth. 

Children  were  referred  for  treatment  after  medical  inspection, 
who  had  irregular  or  decayed  teeth.  A limited  number  of  children 
were  referred  to  the  Clinic.  Particulars  of  treatment  are  given  in 
the  following  table  : — 
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Dental  Inspection. — The  teeth  of  children  attending  the 
elementary  schools,  aged  6,  7 and  8 years  were  examined  for  the 
first  time  in  4 schools.  At  9 schools  in  which  inspection  was 
carried  out  last  year,  children  aged  9 years  were  also  inspected. 

The  inspection  was  made  by  Mr.  Peyton  Levason  during  the 
first  five  months  and  by  Mr.  Quinton  Miller  during  the  last  seven 
months  of  the  year;  981  children  (492  boys  and  489  girls)  were 
inspected. 

Very  few  parents  refused  to  allow  their  children  to  be  examined, 
but  a much  larger  number  refused  to  allow  the  necessary  remedies 
to  be  carried  out.  Sixty-three  parents  filled  up  the  form  agreeing 
to  have  the  treatment  carried  out  ; in  other  cases  it  was  only  after 
one  and  sometimes  several  visits  that  the  consent  was  obtained, 
and  208  first  visits  (including  15  cases  from  1913),  24  second  visits, 
and  47  further  visits  were  made  by  the  School  Nurse. 

The  following  are  particulars  in  regard  to  the  teeth  of  the 
children  examined  by  the  dentist : — 
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Number  examined. 

Temporary  Teeth. 

Permanent  l'eet 

h. 

Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Sound. 

Savable 

U11- 

savable 

Sound 

Savable 

Un- 

savable 

6 

128 

Ill 

239 

3218 

127 

857 

725 

47 

0 

7 

142 

127 

269 

2703 

86 

1093 

1664 

168 

29 

8 

140 

144 

284 

1884 

10 

1235 

2585 

252 

25 

9 

82 

107 

189 

884 

2 

538 

2296 

130 

68 

Totals  ... 

492 

489 

981 

8689 

225 

3723 

7270 

597 

122 

Thirty  boys  (6  per  cent.)  and  40  girls  (8  per  cent.)  had  no 
decayed  teeth. 


Treatment  of  the  permanent  teeth  was  necessary  in  the  case 
of  161  boys  (32  per  cent.)  and  180  girls  (36  per  cent.)  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  temporary  teeth  in  60  boys  (12  per  cent.)  and  42 
girls  (8  per  cent.) 

Clinic. — The  number  of  children  treated  was  as  follows  : — 

Permanent  teeth.  Temporary  teeth. 

Boys  63  (39%)  4 (6%) 

Girls  85  (47%)  8 (19%) 

More  treatment  was  carried  out  in  girls.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  23  children  (5  boys  and  8 girls)  who  were  examined  in  1913 


were  also  treated. 

The  treatment  consisted  of  the  following  : — 

Extractions  of  temporary  teeth  ...  ...  ...  57 

Extractions  of  permanent  teeth  ...  ...  ...  9 

Temporary  teeth  filled  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Permanent  teeth  filled  ...  ...  ...  ...  283 

Local  antesthetics  were  used  in  24  cases. 

The  fillings  were  as  follows  : — 

Copper  amalgam  ...  ...  ...  ...  258 

Amalgam  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Cement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cement  and  amalgam  ...  ...  ...  9 

Root  fillings  and  dressings  ...  ...  10 

Forty-five  cases  referred  after  medical  inspection  were 
also  treated.  The  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 

Boys.  Girls. 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  2 5 

Leavers 15  15 

Specials  5 3 
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In  addition,  I boy  and  3 girls  examined  in  1913  were  treated, 
and  also  a boy  aged  12  years,  who  had  not  been  previously  medi- 
cally inspected  but  required  urgent  attention. 

In  11  cases  (7  boys  and  4 girls),  the  whole  of  the  treatment 
recommended  by  the  dentist  was  not  allowed  to  be  carried  out. 


The  following  work  was  carried  out  : — 

Temporary  teeth  extracted  52 

Permanent  teeth  extracted  32 

Permanent  teeth  filled  57 

Silver  nitrate  dressings  4 

Local  anaesthetics  were  used  in  24  cases. 

The  fillings  were  as  follows  : — 

Copper  amalgam  24 

Amalgam  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Cement  and  amalgam  ...  ...  ...  1 

Root  fillings  and  dressings  16 


The  treatment  was  carried  out  with  the  minimum  amount 
of  pain.  Parents  are  now  more  willing  to  have  the  necessary 
treatment  carried  out. 
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REMAINING  CASES. 


The  particulars  of  treatment  in  respect  to  the  remaining  cases 
are  given  in  the  table  below. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Treatment 
by  own 
Doctor. 

Herefordshire 

Genera! 

Hospital. 

Herefordshire 

Dispensary. 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensary . 

Other 

No 

Treatment 

obtained. 

as 

O 

H 

Percentage 

treated. 

Heart  Disease — § 

Ordinary 

1 

I 

lA 

2 

50 

Specials 

1 

. 

1 

100 

Aneemia — 

Ordinary 

7 

1 

1 

lA 

10 

90 

Specials 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

16 

87 

Bronchitis — 

Ordinary 

2 

1 

3 

100 

Suspicious  Phthisis — 

Ordinary 

4 

1 

3 

8 

100 

Specials 

1 

2 

3 

100 

Phthisis — 

Ordinary 

m 

8 

8 

100 

Specials 

1 

i 

2 

4 

100 

Other  Tubercular  Disease — 

Ordinary 

1 

1 

100 

Specials 

1 

2 

3 

100 

Skin  Disease — 

Ordinary 

3 

2 

4 

7 

16 

100 

Specials 

1 

1 

2 

100 

Gastritis — 

Special 

1 

• 

. 

1 

100 

Follicular  Tonsillitis — 

Ordinary 

2 

2 

100 

H ae  morrhoids — 

Ordinary 

1 

1 

100 

Enuresis — 

Ordinary 

1 

1 

100 

Enlarged  Thyroid  Gland — 

Ordinary 

2 

2 

100 

Specials 

• 

i 

1 

2 

100 

Notes. — a Left  the  town. 


Other  treatment  includes  medicine  or  ointment  obtained 
from  a chemist. 


Eungs.— Eighteen  ordinary  cases  (io  boys  and  8 girls)  and 
2 specials  (i  boy  and  I girl)  had  abnormal  conditions  of  one  or  both 
apices  of  the  lungs,  but  no  actual  disease  ; these  cases  have  been 
kept  under  observation  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 

Heart  LEASES. — Three  ordinary  and  one  special  case,  who 
did  not  require  treatment  at  the  time  of  medical  inspection,  were 
kept  under  observation  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  ; of  the  ordinary 
cases,.  2 feir\  aged  12  years  and  a boy  aged  5 years)  suffered  from 
functional  disease  and  a girl  aged  5 years  from  congenital  disease 
(permanent)  of  the  heart.  The  special  case  (girl  aged  11  years) 
suffered  from  functional  disease.  ' 


In  the  table  on  page  108  a summary  is  given  of  the  results 
and  treatment  of  defects  during  1914. 


io8 


v 2 _? 

, 

^1+3  -P 
<L>  tl  <L»  c3 

^ £ 

o ^ £ 


-2  'd 

O y +J  HJ 
. <U  2 -M 

.0'S!  rt  $ 


<L» 

i tj 


U 


<u 

p4 


nd 
. ^ 

« gf 

t> « 
ja 
a 


rd 

i o 
3 > 

3 p 


<U  . 

Sp 

41  .£ 

(2  'S 


fJ_,  c/3  TJ 

-*->  rt> 

o O jj 


55 


a > 


a 

.2 

4J 

>r3 

a 

o 

a 


x co 


1C  CO  CD 


i-WOifiOOMCOiCDOO 

OOO^OOCOOCO^CD^OO 


-t 


O x Tf  © 

o x a>  o 


: 


; co  *— ■ CC 

04 


: co 

. 04 


X ’-'  i1  X ^ CO  ! 
— < to  C^l  — < 


iOQO^-N  04  »C 
— (M 


OC0050C005^-M^^1C<X» 
— — < 04  ^ iO  — 1 


01  00  00  co 


COrt-COXWM^MOi^tDX 
O4*-<<£C0C0C0CPO1  IC  <N  *-< 


’tCCGCO) 
04  I— 


m : : m m : m : : - 


CO  to  CO  O O 04  04  CO  LC  CO  X X 
CO-nX’t'tCOhMX  04  — 


1 CD  © ©> 
04  — 


© CO  CD  X 

cn-^mcomcom^  04  — 


‘ CD  05  05 

04  — 


I \r>  CD>  CO  05  X 04  cr> 


0) £ • • • • 

£ a< 

TJ  $ 2L 

rt  T3  $ -y  3 

hj  o-m”  a 

: : ffi  m g Q •§  : : : : j £ : : j 
° ° a ^cq  w .55  ►,  g 

a £Wrg  a . .jf  a § 

oo  53  g a a a S ! : g § .2  opj® 

ll!0|  ::“feoa5'S|fl|a|^S 

Ooii  o]!.2S%3a3  a v a 
0&0  ^W^WHWhJccH  <X% 


log 


PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


(g)  Review  of  action  taken  to  detect  and  prevent  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases,  including  reference  to  action  taken  under  Articles 
45  (b),  53  (b)  and  57  of  the  Code. 

On  pages  174  to  181,  Annual  Report  for  1909,  I gave  particulars 
in  regard  to  the  action  taken  in  this  city  in  regard  to  the  prevention 
of  infectious  disease.  Information  in  respect  to  infectious  and 
contagious  disease  and  suspicious  cases  of  the  same  have  been 
given  to  me  by  the  majority  of  the  head  teachers  and  also  by  the 
School  Attendance  Officer.  In  every  case  of  infectious  disease 
the  child  has  been  excluded  from  school,  and  either  a leaflet  sent 
to  the  parents  or  a special  visit  made  by  the  School  Nurse.  The 


following  are  the  visits  by  the  School  Nurse  : — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Chicken-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Impetigo  11 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  skin  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


A number  of  visits  were  also  made  in  connection  with  Tuber- 
culosis. These  have  already  been  referred  to  in  a previous  part 
of  the  report. 


The  following  notifications  were  received  from  the  head 


teachers  during  the  year  : — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Chicken-pox ...  ...  ...  61 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Suspicious  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  10 

Suspicious  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  skin  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Measles. — At  the  end  of  1913  measles,  which  had  been 
prevalent  in  other  parts  of  the  City,  spread  to  Tupsley  parish, 
and  the  school  was  closed  from  Dec.  12th  to  January  12th,  and 
owing  to  the  continued  spread  of  the  disease  on  re-opening  the 
school  was.  further  closed  until  January  26th.  The  disease 
gradually  disappeared  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. — Owing  to  the  presence  of  this  disease 
among  the  children  attending  St.  James’s  School,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  close  the  school  from  December  nth,  1914,  to 
January  nth,  1915. 


TTO 


Chicken-pox. — During  June  and  July  chicken-pox  cases 
occurred  among  the  children  attending  All  Saints  School ; the 
disease  was  mostly  confined  to  this  school. 

Other  Skin  Disease.— These  cases  were  mostly  sores  of  the 
face  or  body,  a few  impetiginous. 

(h)  Review  of — 

(i.)  The  methods  and  results  of  instruction  in  personal  hygiene  and 
temperance  in  the  public  elementary  schools  in  the  area  ; 

(ii.)  The  methods  and  results  of  physical  or  breathing  exercises  in 
the  school  ; 

(iii.)  Arrangement  for  open-air  schools,  school  camps,  etc. 

(i.)  Hygiene  and  Temperance — 

These  matters  are  referred  to  on  pages  187  and  191,  Annual 
Report  for  1909,  pages  105  to  107  for  1911,  and  pages  79  and  80 
for  1912. 

(ii.)  Physical  and  Breathing  Exercises — 

Reference  is  made  to  exercises  on  pages  192  and  193,  Annual 
Report  for  1909.  Special  attention  is  paid  by  the  teachers  to 
children  who  suffer  from  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  also 
children  who  have  had  an  operation  for  their  removal  ; it  is 
necessarv  that  children  should  cont  nue  the  breathing  exercises 
after  the  operation,  as  usually  a habit  of  mouth  breathing  has 
been  formed,  which  sometimes  remains  for  some  time  afterwards. 

It  is  important  that  children  should  take  part  in  out-door 
games  of  every  kind.  Children  attending  the  elementary  schools 
are  given  everv  facility  by  the  down  Council  to  learn  to  swim. 

Through  the  munificent  gift  to  the  town  of  the  Wye  meadow 
by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  an  excellent  opportunity  is 
afforded  of  providing  facilities  for  out-door  games  of  every  kind 
on  the  site.  There  is  space  for  football,  hockey,  cricket,  tennis, 
bowls  and  other  games,  for  a giant’s  stride,  parallel  bars,  and 
other  gymnastic  apparatus.  The  site  measures  10  acres,  and  is 
directly  opposite  the  Castle  Green. 

The  question  of  providing  a swimming  bath  and  also  shower 
and  washing  baths  has  been  under  consideration. 

(iii.)  Open-air  Schools,  etc.  . ... 

Reference  is  made  to  open-air  schools,  and  other  institutions 

in  the  next  section. 

MENTALLY  OR  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

(1)  Review  of  the  methods  adopted  and  the  adequacy  of  such 
methods  of  dealing  with  blind,  deaf,  mentally  or  physically  defective 
and  epileptic  children  under  the  Acts  of  1893,  1899,  and  1914. 

The  number  of  mentally  and  physically  defective  children 
of  each  sex,  and  particulars  in  regard  to  school  attendance  are  gi\  en 

in  the  table  on  page  iii.  , , , 

Deaf  and  Dumb. — There  are  no  deaf  and  dumb  children 

attending  a special  school. 

Blind  (including  partially  blind). — There  are  no  children 
under  this  heading.  Two  girls  aged  8 and  14  years  are  blind  in 
one  eye. 
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Mentally  Deficient. — There  are  21 

children  (9  boys  and 

girls)  attending  the  elementary 
as  follows  : — 

schools 

in  the  town  ; 

the  ages 

Ages  ...  ...  8 9 

10  11 

12  13 

Total. 

Boys  3 2 

1 1 

2 3 

12 

Girls 

2 3 

2 2 

9 

Total  ...  3 2 

3 4 

4 5 

21 

The  children  are  attending 

the  following  schools 
Boys.  Girls. 

Total. 

All  Saints 

- 

1 

1 

Holmer  Mixed 

- 

1 

1 

Roman  Catholic  Infants’  ... 

3 

- 

3. 

Scudamore  Boys’  ... 

3 

- 

3 

Scudamore  Juniors’ 

1 

- 

1 

St.  John’s  ... 

- 

2 

2 

St.  Martin’s... 

1 

— 

1 

St.  Owen’s  ... 

4 

- 

4 

St.  Peter’s 

- 

4 

4 

Tupsley 

— 

1 

1 

A girl  aged  15  years  is  at  Sandlebridge  Institution,  Cheshire. 
The  number  given  is  rather  higher  than  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  is  one  mentally  defective  child  to  every'  200 
children. 

The  majority  of  the  children  are  suitable  for  special  classes 
or  a special  school,  and  a few  might  receive  more  benefit  in  a boarding 
school. 

On  pages  103  and  104,  Report  for  1913,  an  account  was 
given  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913.  Two  children,  an 
idiot  and  an  imbecile,  were  reported  to  the  Education  Committee 
as  coming  under  Sec.  (2)  which  refers  to  children  who  are  incapable 
by  reason  of  mental  defect  of  receiving  benefit,  or  iui flier  benefit 
in  special  schools  or  classes. 

Idiots. — These  are  persons  who  are  so  deeply  defective  in 
mind  from  birth  or  from  an  early  age,  as  to  be  unable  to  guard 
themselves  against  common  physical  dangers. 

There  are  two  children  who  come  under  this  heading,  boys 
aged  8 and  13  years. 

Imbeciles. — Imbeciles  are  those  who  are  capable  of  guarding 
themselves  against  common  physical  dangers,  but  are  so  mentally 
defective  that  they  will  be  unable  to  earn  their  own  living. 

There  are  two  children,  boys  aged  11  and  13  years,  who  come 
under  this  heading  ; the  latter  is  an  inmate  of  Burghill  Asylum. 

Duel  or  Backward  Children. — The  number  given  in  the 
table  does  not  include  children  who  are  mentally  defective. 
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Epileptics. — Boys  aged  8 and  15  years  are  attending  school, 
the  former  suffers  from  minor  epilepsy  and  the  latter  only  has  fits 
occasionally,  and  is  also  affected  with  paralysis  of  the  left  side 
of  the  body. 

Two  boys  aged  11  years  are  not  attending  school.  A boy 
aged  11  years  and  a girl  aged  12  years  were  sent  to  certified  schools 
for  epileptics,  the  former  to  Starnthwaite  Colony,  Kendal,  and 
the  latter  to  Chalfont,  Bucks. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — I have  ascertained  the  number 
of  children  affected  with  Phthisis  from  the  notifications  of  the 
disease  received  during  1914  and  up  to  April  i8th,  1915,  in 
addition  a case  notified  previous  to  1914  has  been  included  ; other 
children  notified  prior  to  this  latter  date  have  either  died  or  left 
school. 

Of  the  cases  notified  in  1914  and  1915,  2 girls  aged  5 years 
and  a girl  aged  14  years  have  died  ; a girl  13  years  has  left  school 
and  3 girls  aged  6,  9 and  13  years  have  left  the  town. 

The  number  of  children  affected  is  as  follows  : — 

Ages  5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  Total. 

Boys  1 3 2 3 - 1 6 5 21 

Girls  2 2 3 2 4 1 3 - 1 18 

In  addition  to  the  above  a boy  aged  12  years  is  affected  with 

Phthisis  and  attends  a private  school. 

Sixteen  boys  and  13  girls  were  notified  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  2 (1  boy  and  1 girl)  by  me  as  School  Medical  Officer  (1  in 
1912)  and  the  remaining  9 (4  boys  and  5 girls)  by  private 
practitioners. 

I examined  a number  of  children,  previously  medically  in- 
spected, and  others  at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  and  referred  suspicious 
cases  of  the  disease  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Particulars  of 
the  cases  previously  medically  inspected  have  been  already  referred 
to  and  reference  to  the  other  cases  is  made  in  connection  with  the 
work  carried  out  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 

(1)  Attending  School. — Where  the  disease  is  in  an  early  stage 
and  there  is  absence  of  expectoration,  or  only  a small  amount, 
there  is  no  objection  to  the  children  attending  school.  In  respect 
to  children  attending  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  the  opinion  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  is  always  taken  in  regard  to  the  child’s 
fitness  to  attend  school.  Fourteen  boys  and  10  girls  are  at  present 
attending  school. 

(2)  Not  Attending  School. — Seven  boys  and  8 girls  are  not 
attending  school ; the  ages  are  as  follows  : — 

Ages  ...  5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  Total. 

Boys  ...1111--12  7 

Girls  ...  2-1  1 1 12  - 8 

8 
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Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

(1)  Attending  School. — A boy  aged  9 years  and  a girl  of 
the  same  age  are  affected  with  hip  disease.  Both  children  use 
crutches. 

(2)  Not  Attending  School. — A girl  aged  6 years  with 
tubercular  glands  of  the  neck  does  not  attend  school. 

A boy  aged  14  years,  who  was  notified  as  having  tuberculosis 
of  the  peritoneum,  died  from  the  disease.  A boy  aged  14  years 
who  was  suffering  from  tubercular  disease  of  the  eye  and  one  hand, 
and  a girl  aged  8 years  who  was  suffering  from  tubercular  glands 
of  the  neck  have  left  the  town.  The  former  was  notified  from  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  the  latter  was  examined  by  me 
as  a special  case  and  afterwards  referred  as  suspicious  tubercular 
disease  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  who  notified  the  case.  A girl 
aged  12  years  who  was  notified  in  1914  as  suffering  from  tubercular 
glands  of  the  neck,  has  now  left  school. 

There  are  no  children  affected  with  Phthisis  or  other  form  of 
Tuberculosis  attending  special  schools. 

Cripples  other  than  Tubercular. — Under  the  term  ‘ cripple  ’ 
I have  included  children  who  are  disabled  through  not  having 
the  full  use  or  only  having  the  partial  use  of  one  or  both  ex- 
tremities, or  are  crippled  on  account  of  injury  to  the  spine. 

(1)  Attending  School. — Seven  boys  and  8 girls  are  attending 
school. 

In  the  following  cases  disablement  was  the  result  of  infantile 
paralysis  : — 

Ages  ...  8 9 10  11  12  13  14  15  Total. 

Boys  ...11--11-1  5 

Girls  ...  - 222---  - 6 

The  other  cases  are  as  follows  Boy,  aged  12  years,  lost  the 
left  arm  through  an  accident  ; a boy  aged  14  years  on  account  of 
previous  injury  to  the  spine,  is  a hunchback  ; a girl  aged  11  years 
has  extreme  eversion  of  the  lower  extremities  of  the  bones  of  both 
legs  (the  result  of  rickets)  and  is  unable  to  walk  without  the  aid 
of  crutches  ; a girl  aged  11  years  is  lame  in  both  legs,  especially 
the  right,  and  there  is  also  some  weakness  of  the  spine — the  child 
is  suffering  from  osteo-malacia,  she  has  been  treated  at  the  Here- 
fordshire General  Hospital  during  the  last  few  years  and  has 
improved  considerably. 

(2)  Not  Attending  School.— A boy  and  two  girls  are  not 
attending  school.  The  boy,  aged  7 years,  is  very  short  (dwarf). 
The  upper  part  of  the  body  is  the  usual  size,  but  the  legs  are  very 
short  and  bowed  ; there  are  signs  of  rickets.  Both  father  and 
mother  are  very  short. 


A girl  aged  ti  years  has  had  a good  deal  of  weakness  of  both 
legs,  the  result  of  rickets.  She  has  had  treatment  at  an  institution 
at  Baschurch,  Shropshire,  and  since  leaving  the  institution  has 
worn  splints.  There  has  been  a good  deal  of  improvement  recently  ; 
the  child  can  now  walk  without  splints  and  will  be  fit  to  return 
to  school  shortly.  A girl  aged  8 years  on  account  of  rickets  is  at 
present  unable  to  walk. 

TREATMENT. 

Mentally  Deficient. — The  question  of  providing  a 
special  school  in  the  town  for  such  children  is  at  present  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Care  Committee.  Under  the  Elementary 
Education  (Defective  and  Epileptic  Children)  Act,  1914, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Eocal  Education  Authority  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  mentally  defective  children. 

Epileptic. — I have  already  mentioned  that  a boy  and  a girl 
have  been  sent  to  certified  boarding-schools  for  epileptics. 

Phthisical. — A number  of  the  children  affected  with  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis  attend  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  and  a 
few  have  been  for  a short  period  to  Vowchurch  through  the  Charity 
Organisation  Society,  and  have  improved  considerably.  There 
is  urgent  need  for  a County  Sanatorium  to  which  such  cases  can 
be  sent.  I have  already  referred  to  the  need  for  institutional 
treatment  for  consumptives  in  a previous  part  of  the  Report. 

It  is  important  that  children  who  have  been  to  a Sanatorium 
should  be  subject  to  open-air  conditions  on  their  return  home ; 
it  is  preferable  for  such  children  to  attend  an  open-air  school. 

At  a residential  Sanatorium  school  children  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  disease  can  continue  their  work  under  open-air  conditions. 
There  are  a sufficient  number  of  phthisical  children  in  the  county 
to  warrant  the  erection  of  such  an  institution. 

Forms  of  Tuberculosis  other  than  Phthisis,  etc. — Children 
suffering  from  other  tubercular  affections  and  also  debilitated, 
anaemic  and  badly  nourished  children  derive  considerable  benefit 
when  taught  in  open-air  schools  or  classes  ; children  suffering 
from  rickets,  spinal  curvature,  some  forms  of  heart  disease  and 
some  cripples  are  also  suitable  cases. 

Open-air  schools  may  be  (1)  residential  or  (2)  non-residential. 
Particulars  of  these  schools  and  also  open-air  classes  were  given 
in  a special  report  to  the  Education  Committee  in  April,  1914. 
It  is  desirable  that  an  open-air  school  should  be  on  an  elevated 
site. 

In  the  absence  of  an  open-air  school,  use  should  be  made  of 
playground  classes  for  delicate  children  referred  to  above.  More 
use  should  be  made  of  the  area  provided  at  the  new  Scudamore 
School  lor  open-air  classes  ; the  verandah  covers  an  area  of  so  ft 
by  21  ft. 


A temporary  erection  can  be  put  up  at  a small  cost  ; portable 
awnings  have  been  provided  in  connection  with  some  of  the  D.C.C. 
schools  at  an  average  cost  of  £10.  During  the  summer  months 
all  children  should  be  taught  as  much  as  possible  on  open-air  lines. 

( i .)  Miscellaneous. 

Inspection  Clinic. — In  the  table  on  page  118  information 
is  given  in  regard  to  the  number  of  children  examined,  the  number 
of  the  attendances  and  the  nature  of  the  disease.  The  number 
of  children  examined  was  418  (221  boys  and  197  girls)  compared 
with  205  children  in  1913  and  31  in  1912.  The  total  attendances 
during  1914  were  691,  compared  wi.h  247  in  1913-  Seventy-seven 
boys  and  65  girls  who  had  been  previously  medically  inspected 
were  re-examined ; the  majority  of  these  children,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  cases  of  defective  vision  were  medically  inspected 
during  1914. 

Children  medically  inspected  who  suffered  from  poor  nutrition, 
anaemia,  heart  disease,  lung  disease,  etc.,  were  re-examined  at  the 
Inspection  Clinic. 

Phthisis. — A large  number  of  children  with  suspicious  Phthisis 
or  who  had  abnormal  conditions  of  the  lungs,  e.g.  impaired  per- 
cussion resonance  at  one  or  both  apices,  increased  or  diminished 
vocal  resonance,  and  abnormal  breath  sounds,  were  examined. 
Some  of  the  children  had  been  previously  medically  inspected 
and  have  already  been  referred  to.  Others  were  sent  by  the  head 
teachers. 

Twenty-three  children  (14  boys  and  9 girls)  were  referred  to 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  17  children  (9  boys  and  8 girls)  were 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  suffering  from  Phthisis. 
The  ages  are  as  follows  : 

Ages  ...  4 5 6 8 9 10  11  14  Total. 

Boys  ...  - 2-  2122  - 9 

Girls  ...  112-21-1  8 

.Six  children  (5  boys  and  1 girl)  were  considered  not  to  be 
suffering  from  the  disease. 

Most  of  the  children  with  suspicious  or  possible  Phthisis  were 
examined  on  several  occasions  and  only  those  cases,  in  which 
there  was  probable  disease,  were  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  who  gave  valuable  information  in  regard  to  the  diagnosis 
of  the  disease. 

A good  many  children  have  been  treated  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary,  and  a few  have  been  sent  to  a cottage  at  Vowchurch, 
through  the  agency  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society. 

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases.— It  will  be  seen  from 
the  table  that  a large  number  of  children  with  infectious  or  con- 
tagious diseases  were  examined.  These  were  mostly  referred 
by  the  head  teachers  and  some  were  referred  by  the  School 


Attendance  Officer.  No  children  were  allowed  to  attend  school 
until  they  were  free  from  the  disease.  Hairs  from  children  with 
ringworm  of  the  scalp  were  examined  microscopically,  and  no 
child  was  allowed  to  return  to  school  until  the  hairs  were  free  from 
infection. 

In  each  case  where  treatment  was  necessary,  the  parents 
were  advised  to  obtain  it,  and  this  advice  was  followed  in  the 
majority  of  cases. 

Care  Committee. — At  the  monthly  meeting  of  this  committee, 
children  have  been  reported  who  needed  extra  nourishment,  and 
other  cases  have  been  dealt  with  ; two  epileptic  children  (a  boy 
and  a girl)  have  been  sent  to  certified  schools.  Other  matters 
in  connection  with  the  treatment  of  mentally  and  physically  de- 
tective children  have  been  considered.  The  members  of  the 
Committee  assisted  by  visits  at  the  home  and  in  other  ways. 

At  the  July  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  the  following 
resolution  of  the  Care  Committee  was  brought  before  the  Council 
“ That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  give  £10  out  of  the  Mayor’s 
Fund  to  the  Charity  Organization  Society  to  be  expended  in 
necessitous  cases.”  This  resolution  was  approved,  and  extra 
nourishment  has  been  supplied  to  7 children  (5  boys  and  2 girls) 
during  the  year.  Mrs.  Mines  has  kindly  arranged  for  milk  and 
eggs  to  be  supplied  in  suitable  cases  (in  some  cases  milk  only). 
The  majority  of  the  children  were  suffering  from  either  Phthisis 
or  suspicious  Phthisis.  When  the  domiciliary  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  cases  under  the  National  Insurance  Act  is  extended 
to  the  dependents  of  insured  persons,  such  cases  will  be  provided 
for  under  the  Act. 
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HEREFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914  and  previous  years, 


Year 

1 

■ 

Popu- 
lation 
estima- 
ted to 
Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

2 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 

Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths,  f 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Uncorrected 

W Number. 

Nett. 

of 

Non- 
resi  - 
dents 
regis- 
tered 
in  the 
District 

8 

Under  1 year 
of  Age. 

J At  all  Ages. 

1 

Number.  Rate. 

* 

6 j 7 

of 

Resi- 
dents 
not 
regis- 
tered in 
the 

District 

9 

j ***■  Number. 

Rate. 

5 

" Number. 

tH 

11 

© 

£ 

12 

Rate: 

13 

1909 

22355 

486 

21.7 

350  15.6 

37 

11 

37 

107 

324 

14.4 

1910 

22476 

495 

22.02 

346  15.3 

42 

4 

52 

101 

308 

13.7 

1911 

2259S 

436 

432 

19. 1 

3S6  ' 17.6 

42 

11 

50 

92 

355 

15.7 

1912 

22725 

437 

435 

19. 14 

340  14.9 

53 

11 

40 

80 

288 

12.6 

1913 

22852 

520 

517 

22.6 

328  14.3 

48 

5 

35 

81 

285 

12.4 

1914  | 

22981 

440  I 

440  | 

19.5 

382  16.6 

49 

16 

47 

106 

349 

15.1 

In  Column  6 are  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district. 


t Transferable  Deaths”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual  residence 
m England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 


I. 

II. 

III. 

Institutions  within  the  District 
receiving  sick  & infirm  persons 
from  outside  the  District. 

Institutions  outside  the  District 
receiving  sick  and  infirm  person 
from  the  District. 

Other  Institutions  the  Deaths 
in  which  have  been  distributed 
among  the  several  localities 
in  the  District. 

Workhouse. 
Herefordshire  General 
Hospital. 

Lunatic  Asylum. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  1 

(land  and  inland  5,031 
water) 


Total  population  at  all  ages  - 22,568  At  Census 

Total  families  or  separate  of  1911. 

occupiers  ...  - 5,114 
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HEREFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  year  1914. 
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HEREFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1914. 


Nett  Deaths 

AT  THE  SUBJOINED  AGES  OF  “RESIDENTS”  WHETHER  OOOURRING 
WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total 

Deaths 

CArsES  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and  under 

2 years. 

2 and  under 

5 years. 

5 and  under 

15  years. 

15  and 

under 

25  years. 

25  and 

under 

45  years. 

45  and 

under 

65  years. 

65 

and 

upwards. 

whether  of 
‘Residents’ 
or  ‘ Non- 
Residents  ’ 
in  Institu- 
tions in  the 
District. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

AH  f Certified 

349 

47 

5 

7 

5 

15 

41 

88 

141 

107 

Causes  t Uncertified 

* * 

♦ • 

• • 

* * 

• • 

Enteric  Fever 

i 

I 

.. 

Small-pox 

. . 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

, . 

Whooping  Cough 

. . 

1 . 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

. . 

Influenza 

2 

I 

1 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

28 

1 

1 

1 

5 

15 

5 

6 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

• • 

1 

1 

3 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

28 

2 

14  ‘ 

12 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

. , 

Meningitis 

7 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

44 

1 

3 

5 

13 

22 

6 

Bronchitis 

19 

4 

1 

5 

9 

2 

♦Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 

21 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

6 

5 

8 

Organs 

12 

1 

5 

6 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

10 

8 

1 

I 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism 

6 

5 

1 

2 

Nephritis  & Bright’s  Disease 

9 

1 

3 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition  . . 
Congenital  Debility  and  Malfor- 
mation, including  Premature 
Birth 

2 

22 

20 

1 

1 

I 

I 

A 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

Suicide 

12 

i‘ 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

T" 

10 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

118 

9 

I 

< 

26 

77 

35 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

TOTALS  

349 

47 

5 

7 

5 

15 

4i 

88 

141 

107 

♦Lober  Pneumonia 

11 

•• 

1 

2 

5 

3 

7 
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TABLE  IV.  (L.G.B.) 

HEREFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1914. 


Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1 Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

4 Weeks. 

4 weeks  and  under 

3 months. 

3 months  & under 

6 months. 

6 months  & under 

9 months. 

9 months  & under 

12  months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

All  / Certified  . . 

10 

4 

i 

15 

i5 

7 

7 

3 

47 

Causes  l Uncertified 

I Small-pox  . . . . . . . . . . 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas  . . 

/ Tuberculous  Meningitis 

| Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . . 

( Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  (not  T liberations) 

I 

i 

i 

2 

Convulsions  . . 

I 

i 

2 

2 

5 

Laryngitis  . . 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

I 

I 

I 

3 

| Diarrhoea 

I 

I 

I 

3 

{ Enteritis 

I 

i 

I 

2 

I 

5 

Gastritis 

I 

i 

Syphilis 

2 

2 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis  . . 

/Congenital  Malformations 

I 

I 

2 

| Premature  Birth 

7 

7 

7 

1 Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus . . 

2 

I 

r 

4 

5 

I 

I 

II 

Tetanus  Neonatorum 

I 

i 

I 

Pulmonary  Congestion 

i 

I 

TOTALS  

10 

4 

i 

15 

15 

7 

7 

3 

47 

Nett  / Legitimate,  414.  Nett  / Legitimate,  41. 

Births  in  the  Year  \ Illegitimate,  26.  Deaths  in  the  Year  of  y Illegitimate,  5. 
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